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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
INITS CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

[Rule 4(e) of The Bombay High Court Public Interest Litigation
Rules, 2010]

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION NO. OF 2023

Citizens for Justice and Peace & Ors. ...Petitioners
VERSUS
State of Maharahstra & Ors. . ...Respondents
CHALLENGES

The Petitioners are seeking directions to quash the Government
Resolution dated 15.12.2022 by way of which a committee to track
inter-religious marriages was formed. The Government Resolution
contravenes Articles 14, 15, 19, 21 and 23 of the Indian
Constitution?

_ SYNOPSIS )
| Sr, | Date Particulars Exhibit | Page
(No. | - o Nos.
| The Petitioners arc  four  Non- | ‘
Govermmental Organizations who are | '
seeking redressal against the |
implementation  of  the  impugned
— Govemnment Resolution. |
15.12.2022 The Maharashtra Government issued a | A
Government Resolution by way of which
an Interfaith Marriage-Family
Coordination Committee headed by the
State’s Women and Child Development
Minister  was  constituted.  This
Committee secks to tack information
about women in inter-rel1g1ous marnages
and is an attack on the agency of such

S S . . . ] At
The Petitioners along with other
organizations made several

representations to the Government of
Maharashtra to stop the implementation
of the Government Resolution as it
contravenes Articles 14, 15, 19, 21 and

| 125 of 1he Constitution of India. The |




‘-‘\o

T Government failed to [V)i'o'\'ide' any redress ]

to the grievances of these organizations. | B
4, The impugned Government Resolution is |
inherently wltra vires the Constitution.

and is against the rights of all women, and
is a serious attack on the freedom to
practice onc’s fuith and religion. The
resolution encourages negative public
perception  against  inter-religious
marriages, and  widens the divide
amongst different religious communities
and goes against the secular thread of the
Indian democracy.

n

The Government Resolution poses
major privacy concerns and contravenes
right to privacy under Article 21 of the
Constitution, Additionally, the
Committee as a third party, has no right
, 10 access private information about |
women in inter-religious marriages and is
barred under the Right to Information
Act, 2004 from accessing, collating and
documenting the private information
about  women in  inter-religious
marmages.

{

POINTS TO BE URGED
1. Whether Articles 14, 15, 19, 21 and 25 of the Constitution of
India are being violated by the Government Resolution dated
15.12.2022?

2. Whether the decision to collect information regarding registered
and unregjstered inter-religious marriages devoid of any legal
authority, and provisions for safeguarding the data collected is
violation of the right of privacy of women in inter-religious
marriages?

ACTS TO BE REFERRED

Constitution of India, 1950

JUDGEMENTS RELIED ON

To be relied upon at the time of arguments.

Dated 10™ April, 2023 Advocates for the Petitioners
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[N THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY

[N ITS CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

[Rule 4(¢) of The Bombay High Court Public Interest
Litigation Rules, 2010]

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION NO. __ OF 2023

In the matter of challenging the
Government Resolution dated

15.12.2022;




AND

In the matter of violation of

fundamental rights under Articles 14,

15,19, 21 and 25 of the Constitution of

India;

AND




In the matter of constitution of a
Commuttee to track interfaith

marriages;

AND
In the matter of taking away agency of

women to choose a partner of their

choice.
1) Citizens for Justice and Peace, )
Through its Secretary )
Z) People’s Union for Civil Liberties, (Maharashtra) )
3) Forum Against Oppression of Women, )
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4) Indian Musliums for Secular Democracy )
...Petitioners

VERSUS

l. State of Maharashtra )

Through the Principal-Secretary, )
Mantralaya, )

Madam Cama Road, )

Hutatma Rajguru Square, )

Nariman Point, Mumbai — 400032 )

2. Women and Child Development Departinent

Through its secretary )
3" Floor, New Administrative Building )
Madam Kama Road,

Hutatma Rajguru Chowk
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Mumbai- 400032 )

...Respondents

TO
THE HON'BLE CHIEF JUSTICE
AND THE OTHER HON'BLE PUISNE
JUDGE OF THIS HON’BLE COURT
THE HUMBLE PETITION OF
THE PETITIONERS ABOVE
NAMED

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

PARTICULARS OF THE CAUSE FOR WHICH THE
PETITION IS MADE:

I. The Petitioners are filing the present Public Interest Litigation

to seck redressal against the Government Resolution (“GR”)
dated 15.12.2022 issued by the Maharashtra government by
way of which an Interfaith Marriage-Family Coordination
Committee (hereinafter referred to as the “*Committee™) headed
by the State’s Women and Child Development Minister is

sought to be constituted in Maharashtra,




2. The Petitioners are filing the present Public Interest Litigation
under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 1950 as the
formation of this Committee is in direct contravention to
Articles 14, 15, 19, 21 and 25 of the Constitution of India. The
Committee seeks to gather detailed information about women
in inter-religious marriages. The Government Resolution also
states that the Committee will oversee district-level initiatives
for women in such marriages who may be estranged from their
maternal families so that assistance can be provided, if needed.
A copy of the GR ¢ vy it * Lo b 0 . has
been attached and annexed herewith as “Exhibit A”.

3. The Petitioners ar¢ concerned by the aforementioned resolution
as even though the purported intention behind the formation of
this committee is to provide a platform for women and their
families to access counselling, and communicate or resolve
issues, the direct consequence of forming such a committee is
that it is discriminatory against all women and particular
religious communities, and encourages divide amongst people
instead of fostering harmony, peace, co-existence and fraternity
amongst the diverse religious sects of this secular country. By

using the inherently questionable “protection of women” as a

*
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paradigm, and thereby tracing inter religious relationships only
through women, the Maharashtra Government is displaying
discrimination on basis of gender as also denying women their
own agency and choice. By denying women their own decision
making rights as guaranteed under Constitution of India, the
GR 1s in violation of Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 of the said
Constitution,

- The Petitioners are also concerned about the privacy issues
posed by the implementation of this resolution. It is stated that
the Committee itself does not have any right to access, procure
and collect the private details of women in inter-religious
marriages from religious institutions, the registration
department or the stamp duty department as the Committee, as
a third party, would be barred under Section 8 of the Right to
Information Act, 2005. It is also pertinent to note that the
Government Resolution lacks any safegnarding provisions or
guidelines to protect the data and information so collected by
the Committee, and the Government Resolution is silent on this
issue. There is no security and accountability provided in terms
of data collection, making it exceptionally vulnerable to be

misused, apart from being a direct violation of the fundamental

\S




right of privacy of two consenting married adults, Morcover,
there is no mandate for consent to be sought by the couples
before this information is made available to a third party,

. The Petitioners also urge that the resolution was passed without
conducting any prior research or study on the actual need for
constituting such a Committee. It is stated that according to the
National Health Family Survey of 2019-2021, only 2.6% of
total marriages are inter-religious marriages while 31.2% of
women in general face domestic violence. The Government has
failed to show the need for constituting such a Committee,
when the present statistics show that violence in marriages
happens regardless of the religious faith of the parties involved,
and is in fact a direct by-product of systemic violence against
women because of patriarchy. The impugned Government
Resolution was passed without giving due consideration to the
existing social context of the country where women’s agency
in choosing their partners is already limited, and the
implementation of such a backward-looking and paternalistic
resolution will only open flood-gates of arbitrary actions

against women in such inter-religious marriages.




6. The Petitioners are concerned about the risks and threat to life
and safety of inter-religious couples, primarily but not only
confined to those marrying without the consent of the families,
as the possible effect of these resolutions will be harassment
and obstruction to the right of women to marry persons of their
choice, which is a right enshrined within the Constitution of
India. In India, there have been many instances where couples
marrying against the wishes of their families have suffered
harassment at the hands of their family members which has
even led to killings in the name of honour in extreme cases.
Inter-religious couples are often also targeted by vigilante
groups. The exercise of tracking such marriages will result in
heightened risks for the women in these marriages, and pose
great threats to their safety which is in direct contradiction to
the seeming intention of forming the Committee, i.c.,

protection of women. Already over the past six months or more,

instances of targeted harassment and attacks against such
couples in Maharashtra have been reported and the Petitioners

crave leave to bring these before the Court at the time of

hearing of the petition.

L. PARTICULARS OF THE PARTIES:

™
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7. The Petitioners are four Non-Governmental Organizations who
are seeking redressal against the implementation of the
Governmental resolution dated 15.12.2022 by way of which a
Committee was constituted to arbitrarily track information
about couples in inter-religious marriages which contravenes
inter alia Articles 14, 15, 19, 21, and 25 of the Constitution of
India, 1950. Apart from the Committee lacking any authority
in law to undertake such information and data collection about
women in inter-religious marriages, the GR also fails to
provide safeguards in any form to curb misuse of the data 50
collected. The Petitioners are greatly concerned about the risks
and threats to the life and agency of women who will be
adversely affected by the implementation of the GR.

8. The Petitioner No. 1 is a registered organisation founded in
2002. It has been working in the field of human rights for over
21 years and is dedicated to upholding and defending the
freedom of constitutional rights of all Indians. The founding
President of the Petitioner No. 1 Organisation was the eminent
playwright from Maharashtra, Shri Vijay Tendulkar and its
present President is Nandan Maluste well known entreprencur

and philanthropist. Other trustees include eminent architect, IM

®
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Kadri, artist Shakuntala Kulkamni and writer and director Chitra
Palekar among several others. The said Petitioner No.l1 has
spear-headed legal campaigns as well as citizens® interventions
to empower and assist fellow Indians navigate complex and
extremely divisive political ploys, and hate-filled communal
minefields. It has also worked to ensure police transparency
and accountability when vulnerable communities are under
threat. The Petitioner No. 1 has been active in intervening in
the courts on aspects related to minority rights, forest rights,
freedom of speech and expression, liberty, dignity, criminal
justice reforms and child rights. The Petitioner No. 1
organisation aims to achieve objectives such as promotion of
communal harmony in India, friendship amongst people
belonging to different religious communities, to combat all
kinds of bigotry and intolerance which create inter-religious
strife and differences among people. It works to promote values
that will encourage the development of peace, justice and aims
for reconciliation among all peoples of India and in every
sphere of society. One of its aims is also to check threats to
Indian democracy and Rule of Law. Apart from important

matters and cases related to the Rights of Victims of Targeted

b
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Crimes, the Petitioner has been active in the area of
implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, and on the issue
of citizenships vis a vis inclusion and exclusion of genuine
Indian citizens in the National Registrar of Citizens in the State
of Assam. The Petitioner No. 1 is also the Petitioner before the
Honble Supreme Court challenging the anti-conversion laws
passed by nine states in the country. Petitioner No.1 has filed
various PILS in different Courts in India which have been
entertained.

The Petitioner No. 2 is one of the largest and the oldest human
rights organization in India. It was founded in 1976 by
Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya Kriplani, Krishna Kant and
others. Justice V.M. Tarkunde, Justice Rajindar Sachar, Rajni
Kothari, K.G. Kannabiran and others were associated with
Petitioner No.2 as its President. The Petitioner No, 2
Organization has several state branches across India and has
been raising awareness about human rights, civil libertics and
also fighting for their protection. Over the years it has initiated
several legal interventions in human rights and civil liberties
1ssues, and filed several Public Interest Litigation Petitions in

the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India and Hon'ble High Courts

LN
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across India for the enforcement of citizen rights and civil
liberties such as right to food, electoral reforms, prison reforms,
etc. The Petitioner No.2 Organisation has conducted many fact-
finding enquiries and has compiled several reports on human
rights violations in India. It has initiated several legal
interventions in human rights and civil liberties issucs, and
filed several Public Interest Litigation Petitions in the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India and Hon'ble High Courts across India
for the enforcement of citizen rights and civil liberties such as
right to food, electoral reforms ete. Few instances where the
Petitioner No. 2 has intervened and filed proceedings inter alia
are the telephone tapping case ((1 997) 1 SCC 301), fake police
encounter in Manipur ((1997) 3 SCC 463), disclosure of
criminal background and assets of candidates ((2003) 9 SCC
490), challenge to POTA ((2004) 9 SCC 980), None of the
Above, “NOTA” ((2013) 10 SCC I). The present Petition is
filed by the Maharashtra Unit of PUCL which itself has filed
various public interest litigations in Bombay High Court,
10.The Petitioner No. 3, Forum Against the Oppression of Women
("FAOW”) is an autonomous, voluntary women’s campaign

group, consisting of women from varied backgrounds. It is a

R
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leading women’s group in Bombay, and functions as a
discussion and campaign group, that actively networks and
campaigns around all issues concerning discrimination and
violence against women. The Petitioner No. 3 organisation
started through a campaign in 1979 asking for changes in rape
laws. The campaign ultimately resulted in the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 1983. Since then the Petitioner No. 3 has
been a part of many state and national initiatives seeking
changes for drafting legislations or modifying existing laws
and has also intervened directly in important matters such as
drafting new legislations against sex determination tests and
sex selective abortions in the 1980s, against domestic violence
in 2005, and for prevention of sexual harassment in 2012, 1t
has participated in all processes asking for changes in laws
around sexual assault which was a long process that culminated
i the three-member Committee headed by Justice J.S. Verma
in December 2012, that resulted in the amendments in 2013,
Apart from these interventions in the law and through courts,
Petitioner No. 3 has been at the foreground of many campaigns
promoting communal harmony and working against caste

discrimination in particular. The Petitioner No. 3 also filed a

LS
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petition in 2005 challenging the Constitutional validity of total
prohibition of dance performances in eating houses, permit
rooms and beer bars under Sections 33A and 33B of the
Bombay Police Act, as amended by the Bombay Police
(Amendment) Act, 2005, and also followed up the matter in the
Supreme Court, Criminal PIL No. 35 of 2013 was also filed by
Petitioner No. 3, as the State of Maharashtra did not have a rape
compensation and rehabilitation scheme. Pursuant to this
petition a new compensation scheme was brought in by the
State of Maharashtra by Government Resolution dated
01.08.2017. In April 2018, Petitioner No. 3 intervened in the
Supreme Court, in a Criminal Appeal No. 1265 of 2017, and
Writ Petition (criminal) 156 of 2017, in a matter concerning
498A, wherein Supreme Court had ordered formation of family
welfare committees at district level to scrutinize - cases
registered under 498A. In 2018, the Petitioner No. 3 also
intervened in Writ Petition No. 194 of 2017 in Supreme Court
of India challenging the constitutional validity of Sections 497
and 498 of the Indian Penal Code.,

11. The Petitioner No 4 is Indian Muslims for Secular Democracy

(IMSD) through its Convenor. The Petitioner No 4 is a fon'x_,m

B
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of Indian Muslims committed to the values of democracy,
seculanism, equality and justice as enshrined in the

United Nations ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ and
the Constitution of India. The IMSD believes that these values
are fully in consonance with the core teachings of Islam. IMSD
seeks to rejuvenate the tolerant traditions within Islam and to
generate a progressive and liberal voice within the Indian
Muslim community so that Muslims in India arc able to live in

dignity, at peace with self and with all fellow Indians.

12.The Respondent No. 1 is the State of Maharashtra through the

Principal Secretary. The Respondent No.1 is the apex body for
the State of Maharashtra governing the overall administration
of the State, and is the authority responsible for issuing the
impugned Government Resolution in the present case. The
Respondent No.| also has the authority to pass appropriate
notifications/circulars/ete. for the implementation of the reliefs
as sought for in the present Petition. The Respondent No. 2 is
the Women and Child Development Department of the state of
Maharashtra, who is to head the Committee as formed under
the impugned GR.

DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING OF

R
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PETITIONERS:

I3. That the present Petition is being filed in public interest. The
Petitioners do not have any personal interest in the matter.

14, That the entire litigation costs, including the Advocates fees
and other charges are being borne by the Petitioners.

15. That a challenge on similar grounds was made before this
Hon’ble High Court in the matter of Rais Shaikh vs State of
Maharashtra Writ Petition (L) No. 6881 of 2023,

16.That the above-mentioned Writ was called out for hearing on
20.03.2023, and the following order was observed by the
Hon'ble High Court:

“Prima facie, it appears that this Petition is in the nature of a
Public Interest Litigation (“PIL"). Other than the Petitioner’s
name and address, it has no statement of fact whatsoever
relating to the Petitioner. It is unclear how the Petitioner is in

any way personally concerned with the subject matter of the

Petition. He may or may not have a case in the public interest,
but a PIL is not within our roster, and therefore not within our

Jurisdiction. It is open to the Petitioner to obtain directions on

the administrative side. "
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through the present Petition and all the material concerning the
same has been annexed to this Petition,

18.That to the best of the Petitioners” knowledge and rescarch the
issue raised was not dealt with or decided and a similar or
identical petition was not filed earlier by the Petitioners.

19.That the Petitioners have understood that in the course of the
hearing of this Petition the Court may require any security to
be furnished towards costs or any other charges and the
Petitioners shall have to comply with such requirements.

20.That the Petitioners state that the Inter-faith Marriage Co-
ordination Committee formed vide the Government Resolution
dated 15.12.2022 was constituted for the purported purpose of
providing women in inter-religious marriages access to
counselling and helping them communicate and resolve issues
with their families. However, the conscquence of forming such
a Committee is that it will lead to major privacy concerns and
unwarranted surveillance by the State on women's personal
lives and will leave the couples in such marriages open to
threats of life and harassment. It will lead to propagating a fake
narrative that only women in inter-religious marriages suffer

violence and abuse, and that reconciliation with their family is

N
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always in the best interest of women. It is stated that no
justification was provided by the Government for constituting
such a Committee, which in its essence takes away the rights
of women to agency, privacy, and liberty to marry persons of
their choice which are indisputably guaranteed under the Indian
Constitution. Initially, the GR dated 13.12.2022 sought to form
a Committee which would also over-see inter-caste marriages
but within a day the GR was amended to drop ‘inter-caste’
marriages from falling within the purview of the Committee.
However, no justification was provided by the Government for
the said amendment.

21.It is stated that the Petitioners made different representations to
the Government expressing concerns with implementing the
GR, however, the Govemment failed to provide redress to the
grievances of the Petitioners. Thus, they are compelled to
approach this Hon'ble Court seeking direction to the State of
Maharashtra to take the necessary steps to set aside the
Government Resolution dated 15.12.2022.

22. That the Petitioners submit that through this Public Interest
Litigation they represent the wider interest of all public-spirited

citizens who are in inter-religious relationships and marriages,

Y
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Such persons have an inalienable right to privacy and equality,
and must be allowed to exercise their right to prevent
interference in their marriage as sought by the Government
Resolution dated 15.12.2022.

ISSUES:

23.The grievance of the Petitioners is against the establishment of

the Inter-faith Marriage-Family Coordination Committee in
Maharashtra to trace and document detailed personal
information about women who enter into inter-religious
marriages. The Petitioners state that it is a violation of their
rights under Articles 14, 15, 19, 21, and 25 of the Constitution
of India. The impugned Government Resolution is inherently
wlitra vires the Constitution of India and at its core, is against
the rights of all women and is a serious stack on the freedom to
practice one’s faith and religion. In a nutshell, by weaponizing
State agencies with powers to peer into the private lives of
women, the very existence of the impugned GR gives further
fillip to a false narrative, and encourages negative public
perception against inter-religious marriages. This resolution, in
its essence also widens the divide amongst different religious

communities, and goes against the secular thread of the Indian

N
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democracy which is built on peaceful co-existence and
harmony between its diverse communities.

24.The Petitioners are also concerned about the privacy concerns
the formation of such a Committee poses. The Committee, as a
third party, has no right to access private information about
women in inter-religious marriages and are barred under the
Right to Information Act, 2005 from accessing, collating, and
documenting such information. The Government Resolution
also fails to provide any safeguarding provisions against the
misuse of the data so collected, and does not provide any
guidelines or protocols for data security. The data collection by
the Committee is an extremely dangerous proposition as it can
be severely misused, and can be used to limit women’s agency
and their right to autonomy and liberty to marry persons of their
choice. It also grossly violates the right to privacy of women in
inter-religions marriages. The Government Resolution
essentially serves as a precursor to laws related to purported
infra-community marriages which are currently under
challenge in the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. The GR ii an

attempt by the Government to prohibit and scrutinise inter-faith

marriages in the country.
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25.Therefore, the following issues arise for this Hon’ble Court’s
consideration:

a) Whether Articles 14, 15, 19, 21 and 25 of the of the
Constitution of India are being violated by the Government
Resolution dated 15.12.2022?

b) Whether women’s right of personal autonomy, privacy,
agency, safety and liberty is being violated by implementing
the impugned GR?

¢) Whether the principle of secularism which has been
unequivocally held by the Hon'ble Supreme Court to be a
part of the basic structure of the Constitution of India is
being violated by the impugned GR?

d) Whether the decision to collect information regarding
registered and unregistered inter-faith/inter-religious
marriages devoid of any legal authority, and provisiqns for
safeguarding the data collected is a violation of the right of
privacy of women in inter-religious marriages?

IV, FACTS IN BRIEF CONSTITUTING THE CAUSE

26. The Petitioners state that the present Petition is filed for
seeking relief of setting aside the Government Resolution

issued on 15.12.2022 which, inter alia, formed an Interfaith

LN




23

Marriage- Family Coordination Committee in Maharashtra,
headed by the State’s Women and Child Development Minister.
According to the GR, the Committee is to gather detailed
information regarding women in interfaith marriages, and also
collect information about whether women in such marriages
are estranged from their maternal families. The Committee
additionally, is also to oversee district-level initiatives for such
women estranged from their maternal families, so that
assistance can be provided, if needed. The Committee also
seeks to study policies, welfare schemes and laws pertaining to
this issue at the Central and State levels.

27.The Petitioners state that in the widely publicized statements
by prominent elected functionaries in Maharashtra, it has been
claimed in statements made before large crowds of people that
the formation of the Committee was sought after the murder of
Shraddha Walkar in Delhi by her partner. Reports in the media
related to the formation of the Committee state that, “zhe
Committee is assigned with the task to hold regular meetings

with district officials on the issue and to review work on seven

\ parameters, mainly to collect information on registered 'and

Ty unregistered interfaith marriages; on such marriages that have

®
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taken place in religious places of worship; and on those that
have taken place after elopement of the couple. Further, data
will also be collected from the stamp duty and registrar offices;
contact newly married women involved as well as their
maternal families; find if they are in touch with each other;
obtain the addresses of the women's maternal Sfamilies in cases
where they are estranged and contact the parents in such
cases; and take the help of counsellors for parents who are
“unwilling" to resume contact”. A copy of one such news
article from The Indian Express is annexed and attached
herewith as “Exhibit B”. The Petitioners crave leave to
produce more published materials that indicate that it was this
tragic murder (Shradha Walkar) that took place in May 2022
that was perversely twisted to justify the formation of the
Committee,

28.The Petitioners state that for perusal of this Hon’ble Court,
relevant portions from the Govermment Resolution is
reproduced hereinbelow:
The above committee consists of departmental as well as
district level officers related to the Jollowing subjects will hold

meetings as necessary and review:-

L N
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b

Registered marriage/unregistered inter-religion

marriages,

N

Inter-religion marriages conducted at religious places,

3. Runaway inter-religion marriages,

4. To obtain detailed and exact information about persons
getting married under inter-religion marriages category
through Registration and Stamp Duty Department,

3. To establish contact with newly married girls/women
under inter-religion marriages as well as their Sfamilies,
and to obtain information whether or not the girl/woman
is in touch with her family in current situation,

6. To establish contact with newly married girls/women
who married inter-religion but are not in touch with
their families, and obtain the address of their parents
and gather information about them,

7. To counsel non-consenting parents with the help of
expert counsellors,

29.Initially a G.R. was issued on 13.12.2022 essentially having
similar provisions as the impugned G.R. dated 15.12.2022. On
However this G.R. spoke both of inter caste and inter faith

marriages. On 14.12.2023 through another G.R. a' minor
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Rcuila

modification was made in the 13.12.2022 G.R. The Petitioners
state that within two days, the GR issued on 13.12.2022 which
also had inter-caste marriages within its purview, was
superseded by the GR issued on 15.12.2022 to restrict the
scrutiny to only interfaitl/ inter-religious marriages, however
no reasons was provided for dropping inter caste marriages
from the G.R. The Petitioners submit that even if the intercaste
marriage scrutiny had continued under the new G.R. the same
would have been bad in law and unconstitutional. However
dropping of intercaste marriages from the G,R. categorically
shows that this G.R. is targeted at religious minorities, A copy
of the erstwhile G.R. dated 13.12.2022 .

is annexed and attached herewith as
“Exhibit C” and copy of the G.R. dated 14.12.2022 is annexed
at “Exhibit C-1". While addressing The Indian Express, the
Deputy Chief Minister reasoned the amendment to the initial
GR by stating, “This commiitee is only for interfaith marriages,
and not inter-caste marriages. The earlier GR was not the
correct one. The Government is encouraging inter-caste
marriages and there is also a plan to give financial rewards to

those who do it. But cheating in interfaith marriages has
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increased in the past few years and some aspecis have come to
light in the Shraddha Waikar murder case. It is alarming that
there has been an increase in cases of cheating in interfaith
marriages in some parts of the state. Therefore, fraud in the
name of love jihad has to be stopped.” A copy of the news
article by the Indian Express reporting the statements made by
the Deputy Chief Minister is annexed and attached herewith as
“Exhibit D”.

30.The Petitioners state the purported intention behind forming
this Committee, as stated by the government was to “provide a
platform for these women and their families to access
counselling, and communicate or resolve issues.” However, a
perusal of the statements made by the Deputy Chief Minister
reveals the misplaced fear of the State that women are being
forcefully converted under the garb of marriage by men from
religious minority communities, and that there must be
effective surveillance on such conduct. In pursuance thereof,
this Committee has been formed to monitor inter-religious
marriages, and effectively serves as a tool to limit inter-

religious marriages and to keep a surveillance on women and

such couples thereof, and arguably is a precursor to laws related
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to purported ‘love jihad® marriages. The basis of forming the
Committee was based on erroncous assumptions and the
Govermnment failed to even undertake any fact-finding study or
research to establish evidence for the fact that women in inter-
religious marriages arc more susceptible to violence or
estrangement from their families. The Government failed to
consult stakcholders including the Maharashtra State
Commission for Women, women organizations and experts in
the field of women’s studies to understand whether the

Committee would serve the purpose of protecting women,

.The Petitioners state that a number of citizens organisations and

womens organisations such as Maharashtra Mahila Parishad
and Stree Mukhti Andolan Sampark Samiti have expressed
their discontent with the impugned govemment resolution, as
they consider that the move is meant to police the private lives
of women in inter-religious marriages, in contravention to
rights guaranteed under the Indian Constitution. They also
believe that the Committee has the effect of stigmatizing and
targeting minority populations. Maharashtra Mahila Parishad,
in their letter categorically expressed privacy concemns of this

move, and stated that in case matrimonial disputes arise in
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inter-religious marriages, there are adequate grievance
redressal mechanisms and organizations to provide for the
same. Stree Mukti Andolan Sampark Samito in their letter
expressed that in order to fight caste system and prevent
communal disharmony, inter caste and inter faith marriages are
a way out, in line with Dr, Babasaheb Ambedkar's ideology as
well. It was also stated that instead of formulating this
Committee, the State needs to focus on empowering its
agencies and create awareness about the existing laws and state
machinerics which provide redress against issues like domestic
violence and crimes against women. This letter also highlights
how the data collected will be used to monitor women and will
essentially limit attempts at inter faith marriages so as to keep
the purity of religions intact, and this letter has been endorsed
by Akhil Bhartiya Janvadi Mahila Sanghatna, Bhartiya Mahila
Federation, Nari Samta Manch, Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari
Panchayat. A copy of the letters from Maharashtra Mahila
Parishad and Stree Mukhti Andolan Sampark Samiti have been

annexed and attached herewith as “Exhibit E”.

/ 32.Thc Petitioners state that on 21.12.2022, the Maharashtra State

Women’s Commission (“MSWC”) took cognizance of the
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resolution and expressed their concerns through written
communication to the government. A member of the MSWC
stated that “On any policy, decision or Government Resolution
being issued by the state government that concerns any issue
related to women, the state government is expected to
consult/inform/take feedback from the state commission for
women. But in this particular Government Resolution, the
MSCW has not been approached at all” Senior women
activists and representatives of more than 14 such womens’ and
citizens organisations met MSCW chairperson  Rupali
Chakankar and members Rupwate and Advocate Gauri Chabria
on December 19 and demanded that the state Government
Resolution be immediately withdrawn as it violates the rights
and freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution of India to every
citizen. A copy of a news article reporting the contents of the
letter by Maharashtra State Women's Commission to the

7 26 ¢ . e .. T .
Government is attached and annexed herewith as “Exhibit F ”

33.The Petitioners state that on 05.01.2023, the Petitioner No. |

also made a representation to the Women and Child
Development Department, Government of Maharashtra,

expressing that the government resolution could result in
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harassing and intimidating the freedom of choice and
autonomy guaranteed to all consenting adults, irrespective of
faith, community, caste or gender by the Indian Constitution. It
was stated that such a move could amount to an invasion of the
privacy of individuals and marginalized sections and provide
handles to the state machinery and vigilante groups to interfere
in what is a purely personal matter. A copy of this
representation is attached and annexed as ~Exhibit G”.

34.0n 12.02.2023, the Petitioner No. 3 along with 29 other
organizations wrote to the Chief Minister, Deputy Chief
Minister and Women and Child Development Minister of
Maharashtra stating that stating that the formation of the
Committee in pursuance to the GR violates the fundamental
rights of women as guaranteed under the Constitution of India.
It was stated that the GR violates that Articles 14 and 15 of the
Indian constitution as it singles out citizens on the basis of

religion. The violation of Right to privacy, liberty and

autonomy was also brought out, as the formation of the
Committee and the collection of private data of aggrieved
individuals leads to surveillance by State into the private lives

ofindividuals. It was also stated that the right of expression 'an':i
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freedom of choice of adults along with right to conscience, and
freedom of faith would also be violated under Articles 19, 21,
and 25 of the Indian Constitution if the GR is implemented
since the GR sets to target inter-religious relationships and
marriages, and restricts the right of women to choose their
partner/spouse of choice. A copy of this letter has been attached

and annexed herewith as “Exhibit H”.

35.The Petitioners state that the aforementioned organizations

have -extensive knowledge and expertise in the field of
women’s rights and advocacy, and by virtue of their years of
experience had expressed to the Government of Maharashtra
their concerns with implementing the impugned GR. Not only
did the Government of Maharashtra fail to consult such
stakeholders and organizations $o as to understand the
functionality of constituting such a Committee in the first
place, even post facto the Government has failed to consider
the representations and the concerns expressed thepeof by these
organizations, The Government failed to provide a reply to
these concerns, and have failed to provide any redress to the

grievances of these oganisations.
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36.At this juncture, the Petitioners find it pertinent to peruse the
manner in which the Committee has been formed so to
understand the risks associated with implementing the
impugned GR:

THE FAULTY CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMITTEE

AND _THE _ARBITRARY REASONS FOR _ITS

FORMATION

37.The Petitioners state that the constitution of the Committee ex
Jacie shows that it was done without understanding the actual
need for it. The Government of Maharashtra did not conduct
any prior research or study to show the need for forming a
Committee which specifically targets women in inter-religious
marriages. There are no statistics which testify to the
assumption that women in these marriages are more susceptible

to violence at the behest of their partners. Moreover, the

statements made by the Government which have been culled
out in the earlier paragraphs of the Petition attest to the fact that
the purpose of forming such a Committee is to serve as a

surveillance tool to interfere and intervene in the lives of

women in inter-faith marriages based on flawed assumptions

that such women need more protection from their parthers.
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According to statistics released by the World Health
Organisation, 30% of women above the age of 15 years have
been subjected to physical and/or sexual violence from any
current or former husband or male intimate partner at least once
in their lifetime. A copy of this report by the World Health
Organisation is attached and annexed herewith as “Exhibit 1”.
In light of such statistics, it becomes evident that the reason
behind implementing the GRs stems from the false narrative
around inter-religious marriages which primarily stems from

propaganda against the minority communities in the country,

38.The Petitioners state that the Supreme Court in 2007 in Anuj

Garg vs Hotel Association of India specifically held that
legislations with “protective discrimination” aims serve as a
double-edged sword. “Strict scrutiny test should be employed
while assesfving the implications of this variety of legislations.
Legislation should not be only assessed on its proposed aims
but rather on the implications and the effects. The impugned
legislation suffers from incurable fivations of stereotype
morality and conception of sexual role. The prerspective thus
arrived at is outmoded in content and stifling in means.... No

law in its ultimate effect should end up perpetuating the
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oppression of women. Personal freedom is a Sfundamental tenet
which can not be compromised in the name of expediency until
unless there is a compelling state purpose. Heightened level of
scrutiny is the normative threshold for judicial review in such
cases. In light of this judgement, it is stated that while the
Committee, on the face of it, purports to provide protection to
women by effectuating a paternalistic system, the consequence
of it is that it discriminates against them and limits their right
to personal freedom, liberty, and expression.

39.The Petitioners also state the members of the Committee have
been selected in an arbitrary manner, and the GRs lay down no
guidelines on how the selection of members must be done. This
1s especially problematic because dealing with the complexitics

of intimate partner violence in marriages and reconciliation

with estranged families requirc prior experience and

knowledge in this field, bereft of which the Committee and its

*lloutcomes in providing assistance to aggrieved women.

Therefore, it is stated that the constitution of the Committee ex

Jacie reveals that it will serve no real purpose and yield no

productive outcomes as the members of the Committee sare
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primarily political actors who have no prior expericnce in
understanding the nuances of the systemic violence faced by
women in our patriarchal society. Importantly, the members of
the Committee also have no training in providing counselling
or conducting mediation between aggricved women and their

estranged families,

40.The Petitioners state that an inquiry into whether women in

such marriages are still in touch with their parents or not will
not yield productive results but will only amount to further
harassment of women in inter-religious marriages, There are
multiple reasons why women who have married outside their
faith might choose to cut off ties from her family, and
estrangement from family is not just restricted to women
marrying outside her faith. In many cases, abuse is perpetrated
on women - from their maternal families. By forcing
reconciliation with such abusive families, appropriate redress
will not be provided to them. The whole purported purpose of
the Government Resolution is to help women in abusive
marriages or those are estranged from their families. However,

the resolution infantilizes women and takes away their agency
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in choosing a partner of their choice by subjecting them to

paternalistic scrutiny at the hands of the State machineries.
41.The Petitioners state that the impugned Government Resolution
is nothing but an attempt to bypass the existing legal procedure,
as the problem of intimate partner violence, estrangement of
women in marriages and problems related thercof, can be given
redress to under the existing laws. The issue of faulty
implementation of existing laws is a prevalent and pressing
one, as can be testified from the fact that recently, according to
the data submitted by National Legal Services Authority vide
an affidavit before the Supreme Court of India in We e
Women of India vs Union of India, a total of 4,71, 684 original
cases and 21,088 appeals are pending under the Domestic
Violence Act in the country. As per the data, a total of
1,193,359 cases of domestic violence have been registered
across the country under the Act since its notification. It was
also found at last year that even a decade later, about 30% of
the ‘Nirbhaya Fund’ which was set up after the gruesome gang
rape case in 2012 for implementation of initiatives aimed at
enhancing the safety and security of women in the country,

remains unutilized by the Government, Thus, it is argued that
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the only effective way in which the Government can provide
any redress to women in abusive marriages is by strengthening
the existing legal system and providing for their robust
implementation instead of coming up with new redressal
mechanisms in a hasty and unlawful manner. A copy of a news
article reporting the submission of the NALSA to the Supreme
Court of India, and a news article reporting the status of
utilization of the Nirbhaya Fund has been attached and annexed

herewith as “Exhibit J” and “Exhibit K respectively.

SOCIO-POLITICAL CONTEXT WITHIN WHICH THE
RESOLUTION HAS BEEN PASSED

42.The Petitioners state that the increasing targeted stigmatizing

and hatred towards minorities in India is another reason why
passing of this Government Resolution and the formation of the
Committee must be challenged. While the government’s claims
of protecting women and helping them reconcile with their
families could be the alleged rationale behind them, it is
important to note the background within which this resolution

was passcd.

43.The Petitioners state that the past six months have seen a

proliferation of large gatherings in the state of Maharashtra by
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various organisations essentially spreading hatred against
women and couples opting for inter-religious marriages by
prejudicially terming them as instances of “love jihad."
Petitioners would like to emphasise that when such hate-
spreading speeches have been made there appears to be no
effective preventive measures taken by the State government in
these instances or after the events to prosecute those indulging
in hate speeches. The Petitioners state this with responsibility
since they have individually and collectively been petitioning
the authoritics cach time such hate speeches have been made.
Petitioners crave leave to provide details of such marches and
gatherings at the time of hearing of the petition as also the
intimations complaints and memoranda submitted by the
Petitioners to the Police. Meanwhile a table of such events that
have taken place in Maharashtra prepared by the Petitioners is
attached and annexed herewith as “Exhibit L.
44.The Petitioners state that during the Maharashtra Assembly
Budget Session, Maharashtra Women and Child Development
Minister, Shri Mangal Prabhat Lodha, had announced that the
state of Maharashtra had over one lakh "love jihad' cases which

upset the society. He went on to say that “the state

¥
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government's interfaith marriage commiittee has no say in
anyone's personal life or religion. But we want to avoid another
Shraddha Walkar case. This is the government's
responsibility." He had also claimed that the 12-member
committee had already received 152 complaints, but this was
misleading information as it was revealed when one Samajwadi
Party MLA * wrote to the Maharashtra Women and
Development Ministry inquiring about the number of cascs
before the Committee, he received a reply stating that the
Committee has zero cases so far. R. Vimla, Commissioner of
Women and Child Development, confirmed that the
Committee has not received a single complaint. She also serves
on the interfaith committee. Therefore, it is observed that the
Government has already indulged in making false claims that
the there is an increasing number of love jihad cases in the
country, and that the women in the country need protection
from men from these minority communities.

43.The Petitioners state that this trend of the Government making
false claims is especially problematic since there 15 already a
sense of increasing hate-mongering towards minorities in the

country. A report by an NGO, Council on Minority Rights in
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India (CMRI), records that based on both primary and
secondary data, 294 cases of hate crimes against Christians,
Muslims and Sikhs were recorded in India in 2021. In light of
such statistics, the Committee constituted vide the GR, will
only propagate a growing system of hatred against the
minorities, by creating and fostering a false narrative that inter-
religious marriages are being used by the men belonging to
minority communities and force women to convert into their
religion,

46.That, in light of the aforesaid, it is stated that the
implementation of the Government Resolution will further the
divide between different religious communities in the country,
as there is already a trend of increased hate speeches and
creating false perceptions and narratives against the minorities
in the country. The formation of this Committee will add to this
highly volatile political scenario in the country, and will lead
to further stigmatization of people belonging to religious
minorities in the country,
CREATION OF FALSE NARRATIVES

47._The Petitioners state that the Government Resolution also

suffers from the fallacy of assuming that only women in
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interfaith marriages are susceptible to abuse, violence and
harassment of any sort from their partners. Women from
diverse backgrounds and every sphere of life are susceptible to
such abuse. The narrative that such nstances of violence and
isolation only happen in interfaith marriages is regressive and

dated,

48.The Petitioners state that an article published by the Petitioner

No. 1 shows that false claims of how most inter-faith marriages
lead to murders are entirely false. Several claims of forcible
conversions upon investigation have proven to be false.
Although, the Government in the present case has implemented
the GR from their misplaced fear of increasing ‘love jihad’
marriages, which is a completely false and prejudicial term to
begin with, and abuse suffered by women thereof, it is stated
that upon investigation it has been revealed through various
instances that this narrative of ‘love Jihad’ is entirely false and
malicious. In a petition filed C Selvaraj in the Kamnataka High
Court, an SIT headed by the DGP in its report revealed that
there is no evidence of there being an organised attempt to
entice women into marrying Muslim men with a view of

converting their religion. Similarly, the Himachal Pradesh High
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Court also found in a widely publicized case that there was no
evidence to show any adverse effects on public order by
conversion. In Kerala, by a letter dated 4 February 2020, the
Lok Sabha was informed by the Minister of State for Home
Affairs, G. Kishan Reddy, that no case of ‘love jihad' in Kerala
has been reported by any of the Central agencies. A copy of the
aforementioned article by a trustee of Petitioner No, 1 is
annexed and attached herewith as “Exhibit M*,

49.The Petitioners state that the claim that only women in inter-
faith marriages go through instances of violence can be casily
debunked by a mere perusal of gender-based violence statistics
in the country. For example, a research study (TIPS, 2017)
categorically stipulated that ‘spousal violence cuts across class,
caste and community’. The fifth NFHS round (2019-21) shows
that 31.5% of Indian women in the 18-49 age group have
experienced physical and sexual violence at least once. While
18.3% of women aged between 18 and 19 have suffered sexual
or physical violence either in the last year or in their lifetime,
this number increases with the age of the women (to 35.3%) till
the 30-39 year age group. The World Health Organisation’s
Global Database on the Prevalence of Violence Ay,gair,st

"
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Women shows that 18% of Indian women aged between the
ages of 15 to 49 suffered at least one form of intimate partner
violence in the preceding 12 months. A copy of studies and
extracts of studies conducted by WHO 2018, NFHS 2019-
2021, TIPS 2017 are attached and annexed as “Exhibit Colly,
N".

50.The Petitioners state that the responses provided by the
Government in Budget Sessions of February 2021, March 2022
and August 2022 themselves indicate that forced conversions
are not a grave concern requiring urgent legislative attention; it
warranis no stringent legal enactments from the State. The
responses of the Ministries on different occasions reveal that
forced conversions have not been an issue in reality, and the
perception and false narrative created around it is merely a
politically driven agenda to create communal disharmony. A
copy of the aforementioned responses in the Parliament, along

with the question are annexed and attached herewith as
“Exhibit O”,

PROCUREMENT _OF__INFORMATION BY THE
COMMITTEE
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51.The Petitioners state that the Committee established under the
Government Resolution has the authority to obtain access to
private data and information about women who get married
outside their religion, in violation of the Right to Information
Act, 2005 as the Committee itself is a third party who should
not have right to access such data. This information can be
obtained from religious places, and both registered and un-
registered married couples fall within this ambit.

52.The Petitioners state that it is also sought vide this resolution
that records be maintained of women in inter-religious
marriages who eloped and got married. It is stated that in many
situations, couples elope to get married because they come
from highly conservative families where individuals’ agencies
regarding pertinent life decisions such as marriage is taken

away from them. In an article in The Vice, dated 28.12.2020, it

was reported that in 2018 itself over 300 “honour killings”
between 2016 and 2018 were reported in India. In the Indian
context, in extreme situations where couples get married
against the wishes of their families, there have been killings in
the name of honour. Moreover, in general there have been

multiple instances where couples have been constrained to seek
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protection under law against their own families, ‘and
maintaining such records will lead to defeating the rights of
these couples to be protected against the intervention from their
families as they will casy access to such records. A copy of the
Vice news article is annexed and attached herewith as “Exhibit
P~

53.The Petitioners state that such procurement of data by the
Committee is a gross violation of the fundamental right to
privacy guaranteed to all individuals under Article 21 of the
Indian Constitution. Additionally, the Committee secks to
maintain a record of inter-faith marriages taking place in the
State of Maharashtra. There arc no safeguards available to
couples who do not wish to participate in such documentation
by the Committee. There are also no protocols or guidelines as
to how the data collected by the Committee can be safeguarded
against misuse, which poses major concerns regarding the
safety of women in such marriages,

54.The Petitioners state that the right to privacy of an individual is
also guaranteed under Article 12 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, 1948 which states that, “No one shall be

subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family,
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home or correspondence, nor to attack upon his honour and
reputation.” 1t is clear that the State of Maharashtra has
completely ignored and failed to give due consideration to the
rights of the stakeholders enshrined under various statutes, and
have resorted to issuing this arbitrary government resolution in
a complete haste leading to arbitrariness. The State of
Maharashtra has failed to appreciate that there are limitations
to the extent to which government authorities can exercise
control over personal choices, and the State cannot abridge
fundamental rights in the manner sought in the resolution.
55.The Government Resolution is also violative of Articles 36,9,
17, 18, 23 and 26 of the International Covenant of Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), 1976 to which India is a signatory.
36.The Petitioners state that even though registration of marriage
is deemed to be information available in the public domain, it
does not justify that such information can be sought by the
Committee nor does it justify the Committee maintaining
records and monitoring the details of a private affair between
two adults without their knowledge and consent. This too has
been held to be violative of the right to privacy by the

Allahabad High Court. In Safiva Sultana v. State of Uttar

*




48

Pradesh, (2021) SCC OnLine, the Allahabad High Court held
that the requirement of publication of personal details under the
1954 Act of the persons regulated by the Special Marriage Act,
1954 causes a breach of Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution

of India, 1950,

57.The Petitioners state that, in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v, Union

of India,(2017) 10 SCC 1 the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
has stated that privacy postulates the reservation of a private
space for the individual, described as the right to be let alone.
The concept is founded on the autonomy of the individual. The
ability of an individual to make choices lies at the core of the
human personality, In this Judgement, the Supreme Court laid
down that the right to privacy cannot be taken away until and
unless the following criteria are met:

(@) the action must be sanctioned by law;

(b) the proposed action must be necessary in a democratic

society for a legitimate aim;

(c) the extent of such interference must be propartionate to the

need for such interference;
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(d) There must be procedural guarantees against abuse of such

interference

58.The Petitioners submit that the Government in the present has
failed to show how any of the above criterion is met for them
to invade the privacy of women in inter-religious marriages.
The proposed action of collecting information by the
Committee serves no real legitimate aim, as no real and
productive outcomes will be yielded from an exercise of
collecting data for the reasons stated in the preceeding
paragraphs. The purposc of establishing the Committee has not
even been provided by the Government, and there are no
safeguarding provisions within the GR to protect the data so
collected. The act of establishing the Committee does not meet
the proportionality test as well as there are existing mechanisms
in place which can provide redress to all women who suffer
abuse in marriages. However, the Government themselves have
failed to implement the existing laws and have instead resorted
to implementing this GR in a haste without consulting the
stakeholders and in complete violation of the right to privacy

of women in inter-religious marriages. Thus, it is stated that

arat

12N




according to the KS Puttaswamy judgement, the GR is liable to

be set aside.

JUDICIAL APPROACH TOWARDS PRIVACY AND

THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS TO MARRY BEYOND

THEIR OWN FAITH

59.The Petitioners state that it was held in Common Cause v,
Union of India, (2018) 5 SCC | that our autonomy as persons
is founded on the ability to decide on what to wear and how to
dress, on what to eat and on the food that we share, on when to
speak and what we speak, on the right to believe or not to
believe, on whom to love and whom to partner, and to freely
decide on innumerable matters of consequence and detail to our
daily lives. The decision in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of
India, (2018) 10 SCC | provides that the Supreme Court as well
as other constitutional courts have time and again realized that
in a society undergoing fast social and economic change, static
judicial interpretation of the Constitution would stultify the
spirit of the Constitution. Accordingly, the constitutional

courts, while viewing the Constitution as a transformative
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document, have ardently fulfilled their obligation to act as the
sentinel on qui vive for guarding the rights of all individuals
irrespective of their sex, choice and sexual orientation, The
Petitioners crave leave to refer and rely upon the above-
mentioned judgements as and when produced before this
Hon'ble High Court.

60.The Petitioners also state that in Govind v. State of Madhya
Pradesh and Anr AIR 1975 Supreme Court 1378, the Hon’ble
Supreme Court had held, inter alia, that privacy can only be
denied when an important countervailing interest is shown to
be superior and if it is state interest, then whether it is of such
paramount importance as would Justify an infringement of the
right, should be put to question. Also, in R. Rajagopal vs. State
of Tamil Nadu (1994) 6 SCC 632, the Hon’ble court observed:
"(1) The right to privacy iy implicit in the right to life and
liberty guaranteed to the citizens of this country by Article 21.
Itis a “right to be let alone ", A citizen has a right to safeguard
the privacy of his own, his Sfamily, marriage, procreation,
motherhood, childbearing and education among other matters.
None can publish anything concerning the above matters

without his consent — whether truthful or otherwise and
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whether laudatory or critical. If he does so, he would be
violating the right to privacy of the person concerned and
would be liable in an action for damages. Position may,
however, be different, if a person voluntarily thrusts himself

into controversy or voluntarily invites or raises a controversy. "

61.The Petitioners state that increasingly the autonomy and safety

of couples who exercise their autonomy and independence in
choice of partner are physically under attack. In Ghasura
Riyazkhan Jitubhai vs State of Gujarat R/Special Criminal
Application No. 773 0f 2021, the Hon'ble High Court noted the
shocking and glaring facts of the case of an interfaith couple
who were arrested and placed in separate custody. The court
directed their immediate release after harassment and said:

(v) While conducting such inquiry, the Range IG concerned
shall bear in mind that this is the case, where, the undue JServor
is shown, on account of this being an inter-religion marriage
so also the golden words of the Supreme Court in such maiters,
where, the issue had come-up, particularly, of honour killing in
case of inter-caste / inter-religion marriage in case of 'LATA
SINGH V5. STATE OF U.P. & ANOTHER', (2006) 5 SCC 475

and in case of ‘SHAKTI VAHINI VS. UNION OF INDIA &
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OTHERS', (2018) 7 SCC 192." The Petitioners state that, in
Shaikh Mohd. Abid Ayyub vs State of Maharashtra and Ors Crl
W.P No. 67 of 2021, the Hon'ble Bombay High court directed
the Police to escort the woman who was in illegal custody and
detention of her father, to whatever destination she desired to
and held that she was free to move wherever she liked as per
her wish.

62.The Petitioners state that the Supreme Court of India, in Lata
Singh vs State of U.P. also held that, this is a free and
democratic country, and once a person becomes a major he or
she can marry whosoever he/she likes. If the parents of the boy
or girl do not approve of such inter-caste or inter-religious
marriage the maximum they can do is that they can cut off
social relations with the son or the daughter, but they cannot
give threats or commit or instigate acts of violence and cannot

harass the person who undergoes such inter-caste or inter-

religious marriage. We, therefore, direct that the
administration/police authorities throughout the country will
see to it that if any boy or girl who is a major undergoes inter-
caste or inter-religious marriage with a woman or man who is

a major, the couple are not harassed by any one nor subijeéted
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{0 threats or acts of violence. and any one who gives such
threats or harasses or commits acts of violence either himself
or at his instigation, is taken to task by instituting criminal
proceedings by the police against such persons and Surther
Stern action is taken against such persons as provided by law,
We sometimes hear of “honour' Killings of such persons who
undergo inter-caste or inter-religious marriage of their own
Jree will. There is nothing honourable in such killings, and in
Jact they are nothing but barbaric and shameful acts of murder
committed by brutal, feudal minded persons who deserve harsh
punishment. Only in this way can we stamp out such acts of
barbarism.

63.In Laxmi Chandaragi vs State of Karnataka, the Supreme Court
of India made key observations regarding the right of
individuals to choose a life partner of their choice, and
accordingly held that, “Educated Younger boys and girls are
choosing their life partners which, in turn is a departure Jrom
the earlier norms of society where caste and community play a
major role. Possibly, this is the way forward where caste and
community tensions will reduce by such inter marriage but in

the meantime these Youngsiers face threats from the elders and
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the Courts have been coming to the aid of these youngsters. We
are fortified in our view by earlier Judicial pronouncements of
this Court clearly elucidating that the consent of the family or
the community or the clan is not necessary once the two adult
individuals agree to enter into a wedlock and that their consent
has to be piously given primacy.l It is in that context it was
Jurther observed that the choice of an individual is an
inextricable part of dignity, Jor dignity cannot be thought of
where there is erosion of choice. Such a right or choice is not
is not expected to succumb to the concept of “class honour" or
“group thinking. "

64. The Petitioners state that in light of the aforesaid decisions, it
can be said that through the years, the courts in the country have
made a conscious choice to adapt a progressive stance by
deeming marriage between two consenting individuals g
private matter. The families, society or State at large have no
right to intervene in this private sphere under the garb of
protecting women. It is stated that the impugned resolution
undoes years of effort by the judiciary to emancipate the society

from perceiving women in the country through a paternalistic

s, o
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right to choose life partners of their choice without being
subject to undue scrutiny from any other person. The right to
privacy of couples in interfaith marriages is also a right
solemnly affirmed in the Constitution of India, which has been
upheld multiple times by the judiciary. In light of the aforesaid,
it is stated that the impugned government resolution is wholly

untenable in law and must be set aside.

GROUNDS

65.Being aggrieved by the illegal and arbitrary government

resolution dated 15.12.2022, the Petitioners are filing the

present Public Interest Litigation challenging the Government

Resolutions on the following amongst other grounds, which are

in the alternative and without prejudice to one another:

A. That the impugned government resolution is illegal and not
tenable under law. It is contrary to principles of natural
justice and is ultra vires of Article 14, 15, 19, 21 and 25 of
the Constitution of India, amongst other articles. '

B. That the impugned G.R has been issued without any basis
in facts whatsoever, without providing any legal
justification for it. That the exercise of collecting

information by the Committee is violative of the provisions

LR
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of Right to Information Act, 2005 as the Committee as a
third party is barred from accessing private information
about women in inter-religious marriages.

. The G.R clearly violates the right to privacy and any
encroachment on right to privacy, even if it is reasonable
can be done only through a legislation. No executive action,
independent of a legislation can abridge fundamental rights.
- That there is an urgent need to set aside the impugned
government resolution to provide safety and security to
inter-faith couples, in light of the increasing number of
killings in the name of honour and attacks on such couples,
[t is stated that attack on such couples is a routine incident
in the country, and the workings of the Committee will
further enable scrutiny towards such couples.

%. That the impugned Government Resolution seeks to further
the false narrative that women require protection against
abuse and estrangement from their family only when she is
in an inter-faith marriage. However, this is entircly false as
data from the World Health Organisation (W HO) and even
the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2019-2021 state

that around 45% of women and 44% of men believe that a*
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husband is justified in beating his wife in specified
circumstances, Twenty-nine percent of women age 18-49
have experienced physical violence since age 15, and 6
percent have ever experienced sexual violence in their
lifetime. Three percent of cven-pregnant women age 18-49
have experienced physical violence during any pregnancy,
A rescarch study (IIPS, 2017) categorically stipulated that
‘spousal violence cuts across class, caste and community’
and women in rural areas (36 per cent) are more likely to
experience one or more forms of spousal violence than those
in urban areas (28 per cent). That these figures clearly show
that it is inherent patriarchy within society that is
responsible for violence against girls and women, within

and outside marriage,

- That the misplaced rationale provided by the Government

for formation of the Committee under the Government
Resolution is to monitor women in inter-religious marriages
and for extending support to women in such marriages who
suffer abuse and estrangement from their families.
However, it is stated that such aggrieved women can resort

to protection and counselling under existing statutes such as
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the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act,
2005. Any aggrieved person can seek shelter under Section
6 of this act, and it is the duty of the shelter homes to provide
shelter. That, when there are legal mechanisms available to
women under both a specially enacted law, the Prevention
of Domestic Violence Act, 2005 and sections of the Indian
Penal Code, the Government through these impugned
Government Resolutions are undermining these existing
time-tested legal mechanisms, and taking over the role of
professional surveillance. Under these laws women can
voluntarily approach lawyers and counsellors within their
own right. This GR amounts to imposition, interference in
the private life of citizens and extra-legal activism on the
part of the government.

. That the Government Resolution is violative of the right of
women in inter-religious marriages under Article 21 and 25
of the Indian Constitution, as it seeks to curtail the privacy
and personal liberty of such couples by subjecting them to
State surveillance, The right to privacy guaranteed under the
Constitution of India is not taken away merely because a

woman has married outside her faith. That the right to
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privacy was unequivocally upheld in Justice K.S
Puttaswamy vs Union of India, wherein it was held that
“privacy includes at its core, the preservation of personal
intimacies, the sanctity of family life, marriage,
procreation, the home and sexual orientation. Privacy also
connotes a right to be lefi alone. Personal choices
governing a way of life are intrinsic to privacy”, and it is
Stated that the decision to monitor the private lives of
interfaith couples is an inarguable violation of this

Judgement of the Hon’ble Supreme Court,

. That the Government Resolution leaves interfaith couples

extremely vulnerable to further harassment from their
family and other vigilante grounds, because it makes
available their personal  information on a mere
representation from the Committee, This is especially
dangerous in light of the fact that men from minority
religious communities are routinely attacked for marrying
women from other religions. Recently, in Jharkhand, a
Muslim man was killed for being in a relationship with a

non-Muslim woman, A copy of the news article reporting
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this incident is annexed and attached herewith as “Exhibit
O%;

That the impugned Government Resolution will only make
all women, and all young persons of different faiths,
especially susceptible to threats, intimidation and violence
by family, state and non-state actors. That a list of recent
articles annexed hereto as “Exhibit R™ illustrate how
widespread such attacks have become and how real these
vulnerabilities are.

. That the Government Resolution also seeks to record
information about couples who eloped and got married, and
the documentation of such information is prone to be
misused by the family members and other conservative
members of the society. In 2018, displeased with a Hindu-
Muslim couple elopement, a mob in Gujarat attacked and
burned & man’s house. A copy of the news article reporting
the incident is annexed and attached herewith as “Exhibit
§". That such incidents are not uncommon in India, and
therefore the documentation and making available of such

sensitive data about the interfaith couples will ultimately

’
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lead to their harassment, and will not lead to fulfilment of
goals as set out by the Government Resolutions.

K. That the Government Resolution falscly perpetrates that
protection of women from abuse from their partners is only
required when she gets married outside her faith, which is
catirely false. That a new Committee for providing
counselling to estranged and newly married women in inter-
religious marriages is not needed, but instcad the State
should look at strengthening the measures under the already
existing statutory provisions. For instance, in Dhanak of
Humanity vs State of NCT, the Delhi High Court gave
directions to provide protection to inter-faith couples and
counselling to the parents from Delhi Commission for
Women.

L. That the Supreme Court of India in Shakti Vahini vs Union
of India while adjudicating upon Articles 14, 19(1)(a) and
21 of the Indian Constitution Vis a vis the right to marry a
person of one’s choice held that when two adults
consensually marry, it is a manifestation of their choice

which is recognised under Article 19 and 21 of the

pE\* Constitution, Such a right has constitutional sanction and
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thus needs protection and cannot succumb to class honour
or group thinking which has no legitimacy. Thus, according
to this judgement, the government resolution is in violation
of the rights under Article 19 and 21 of the Constitution and
thus, must be set aside.

M. That the Supreme Court in Laxmibai Chandragi vs State of
Karnataka held that “consent of family is not necessary once
two adult individuals agree (o enter into a wedlock and that
their consent has to be piously given primacy.” While
underlining choice as an inextricable part of dignity, the
Court said that dignity cannot be thought of when there is
an erosion of choice. Thus, in light of this Jjudgement, the
Government Resolution has an effect of severely limiting
the choice of inter-religious couples and therefore, must be
set aside.

N. That the Government Resolution wrongfully assumes that
all women who have become estranged from their family,
want to be reconciled with them. This is patently false, as in
Mmany cases women suffer abuse at the hands of their
maternal families, and thercfore forcibly reconciling them

is wholly in contradiction to the idea of protecting women,

®




which seems to be the purported rationale behind forming
the Committee.

. That the Government Resolution is subversive to the
principle of equality guaranteed under Article 14. The
resolution not only essentially consigns women to second-
class status depending on who they marry, but also puts their
life, limb, privacy and liberty all at peril in the case that they
choose to marry outside of their religion and faith. The right
of women cannot be stripped merely because they choose to
do something that departs from what is deemed to be
conventional by their parents and society at large.

. That the Govemment Resolution is violative of the
Maharashtra State Minority Commission Act, 2004 in so far
as the Act provides for the protection of rights of religious
and linguistic minorities in the State, whercas the
Government Resolution specifically seeks to discriminate
against  inferfaith  marriages  involving  minority
communities.

. That the Government Resolution is violative of the Indian

Penal Code in so far as it discriminated against interfaith
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indirectly contribute to promoting enmity between different
groups under Section 153B.

. That the Government resolution is premised on flawed
assumptions and ignores that it is patently susceptible to
blatant and widespread misuse,

. That the Government resolution has been published without
application of mind, and without considering the prevailing
laws of the land,

. That the Government resolution is otherwise illegal,
arbitrary and against the established principles of law and
equity and is liable to be quashed and set aside.

- That the provisions of the Government Resolution is highly
suggestive that inter-religious are to be discouraged,
prevented, monitored or viewed with extreme scrutiny
which is entirely against the secular thread of the Indian
Constitution.

- That the Govemnment Resolution is in violation of the
principle of secularism which is a part of the basic structure
of the Constitution, and also violative of the principle of
fraternity which is a part of the Preamble of the

Constitution. Besides, it is arbitrary, discriminatory and

_“‘




agamst the freedom of expression, right to privacy and
violative of Articles 14, 15, 19, 21 and 25 of the
Constitution of India. That in S.R. Bommai vs Union of
India, the Supreme Court specifically laid down, “Owr
Constitution does not prohibit the practice of any religion
either privately or publicly. T hrough the Preamble of the
Constitution, the people of thiy country have solemnly
resolved to constitute this country, among others, into a
secular republic and to secure to all its citizens” Article 25
of the Constitution guarantees to all persons equally the
freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess,
practice and propagate religion subject to public order,
morality and health and subject to the other Fundamental
Rights and the State 's power to make any law regulating or
restricting any economic, Sinancial, political or other
secular activity which may be associated with religious
practice.” That the Government Resolution directly
contravenes the secular thread of this country, as also
upheld in the aforementioned Judgement of the Supreme

Court of India.
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W.That the impugned Government Resolution is in violation
the Indian Constitution and international laws and
instruments viz Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR), Articles 3.6, 9, 17, 18, 23 and 26
of the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), 1976 to which India is a signatory. Petitioners
crave leave to elaborate on this ground at the time of hearing
of the Petition.

66.The Petitioners crave leave to add, amend or alter any of the
foregoing grounds.

67.The Petitioners submit that they have not filed any other
petition in respect of the present issue before this Hon'ble Court
or the Supreme Court of India.

68.The Petitioners state that they have no other alternative
efficacious remedy but to approach this Hon’ble Court and the
relief as prayed for if granted shall be complete,

69.The Petitioners state that there is no delay or laches in filing
this petition,

PRAYERS:

‘XOTAR \-%,  70.The Petitioners therefore pray before this Hon'ble High Court




a. For a Wnit of Certiorari or any writ, order, direction in the
nature of Certiorari or any other appropriate writ under Article
226 of the Constitution calling for the records and proceedings
leading to the issuance of the Government Resolution dated
15.12.2022 and after considering the lcgality, validity and
proprietary thereof be pleased to quash and set aside the said G.R.
with a further direction to permancntly destroy any material which
may have been collected pursuant to the said G.R. ;

b.  Fora Writ of Mandamus or a Writ in the nature of Mandamus
or anu other appropriate Writ, directions or order under Article 226
of the Constitution of India directing the Respondent to recall and
withdraw the impugned Government Resolution;

¢.  Fora Writof Mandamus or a Writ in the nature of Mandamus
or anu other appropriate Writ, directions or order under Article 226
of the Constitution of India directing the Respondent to quash any
directions, proceedings, actions which may have been initiated by
the Respondent in furtherance to the impugned Government
Resolution;

d.  Pending hearing and final disposal of the present Petition, this
Hon’ble High Court may be pleased to stay the effect and

implementation of the impugned Government Resolution dated

A N
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15.12.2022 and restrain the Respondent, their officers and
subordinates from acting in furtherance to the impugned
Government Resolutions.

e. For ad-interim relief in terms of prayer clause of (d) as
mentioned above.

f.  For any other reliefs as this Hon’ble Court deems fit.

Advocates for the Petitioners Petitioner No.1

(TEESTn  SETALLAD)

Rishika Agarwal &
Devyani Kulkarni

Petitioner No.2
(LACA SESANY)

Petitioner No. 3

Petitioner No. 4
(INED  ANAND)
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News / Cities / Mumbal / Maharashtra sets up panel to track interfaith, intercaste marriages
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Maharashtra sets up panel to
track interfaith, intercaste
marriages

The committee, to be headed by the state's Women and Child Development
Minister and BJP leader Mangal Prabhat Lodha, will also oversee district-
level initiatives for women in such ma RAJA MANDALA x ‘om
their maternal families so that assistar

ne
E C Raja Mohan writes: Russia and
resolution stated. l ™ »

China’s plan is to divide and rule
the West

Written by Eeshanodya MS ( ~oliow ) @NewsGuard
Mumbai | Updated: December 19, 2022 13:53 1S

® f w

hitpaGindanexpress com/antldleleitiesimumbeimsharsshrs sela-ep-pamel-todra L-injerfal ih-insercasie-marmriages K323 ] <8/ 17




‘, " LM
- \QS042023, 10:15

Explained

Maharashtra Chief Minister Exnath Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis (File)

Listen to this article

Maharashtra has set up a panel, named “Intercaste/ Interfaith marriage-family
coordination committee (state level)”, to gather detailed information about
couples in such marriages, and maternal families of the women involved if they are
estranged, according to a government resolution issued Tuesday by the state’s

Women and Child Development Department.

Update | Intercaste out, panel will track only interfaith marriages, says

Maharashtra

The committee, to be headed by the state’s Women and Child Development Minister
and BJP leader Mangal Prabhat Lodha, will also oversee district-level initiatives for
women in such marriages who may be estranged from their maternal families so
that assistance can be provided, if needed, the. RAJA MANDALA
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committee has also been tasked with studying policies at the Central and state
levels, welfare schemes and laws regarding the issue — and suggesting changes for
improvement and finding solutions.

Explained |What a study in 2013 revealed about interfaith marriages in India

The commitree will have 12 other members who will be drawn from government
and non-government sectors, the resolution stated. Once its task is achieved, the
committee will be dissolved, it said.

On November 19, Minister Lodha had directed the State Women’s Commissioner to
set up a special squad to identify women who have married without support from
their maternal families, and are estranged from them, and extend support and
protection if needed. This was done in light of the murder of Vasai resident
Shraddha Walkar in Delhi allegedly by her partner Aaftab Poonawala.

Express Opinion |The symbolism of inter-caste marriages

RAJA MANDALA X
According to Tuesday’s resolution, the committ
C Raja Mohan writes; Russia and

meetings with district officials on the issue. It v
parameters, mainly to collect information on n

and interfaith marriages; on such marriages that have taken place in religious

places of worship; and on those that have taken place after elopement [of the
couple]. '
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involved as well as their maternal families; find if they are in touch with each
other; obtain the addresses of the women’s maternal families in cases where they
are estranged and contact the parents in such cases; and take the help of

counsellors for parents who are “unwilling” [to resume contact]

ALSO READ

IT-Bombay Party worker DoeshegetRs 1 Amit Shah's ‘Bihar
suicide: Lie ‘assaulted’, Uddhav crore from CM model’ can hold
detector test likely Thackeray calls every month" lessons for

for student nemed Devendra Fadnavis Congress' Ashish Maharashtra

In note ‘usele... Deshmukh o... politics, say ...

ADVERTISEMENT

Last week, while responding to a question from reporters on Maharashtra’s stand
regarding a law for interfaith marriages under the label of ‘Love Jihad’, Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis had said, “W RAJA MANDALA X

We are studying all aspects. We are also taking
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News / Cities / Mumbai / Intercaste out, panel will track only interfaith mariages, says Maharashtra

Premium

Intercaste out, panel will track
only interfaith marriages, says
Maharashtra

The new GR stated that the panel had been renamed ‘Interfaith Marriage-
Family Coordination Committee (state level) and “it was under the
government’s consideration to amend the committee that was set up”.
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Un Tuesday, a committee, under state Women and Child Development Minister and BJP leader Mangal
Prabhat Lodha, had been tasked to look at interfaith and intercaste marriages. (Express Photo by
Vignesh Krishnamoorthy)

Listen to this article

00:00 1x 1.5x  7.8x

A day after The Indian Express reported that Maharashtra had constituted an
‘Intercaste/ Interfaith Marriage-Family Coordination Committee (state level) to
gather details about couples in such marriages, and maternal families of such
women if they were estranged, the state government Thursday amended its
Government Resolution, saying the task of the committee will now be limited to

gathering information about interfaith marriages, and not intercaste marriages,

The new GR stated that the panel had been renamed ‘Interfaith Marriage-Family
Coordination Comumittee (state level) and “it was under the government's

consideration to amend the committee that was set up”.
RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

7 From behind bars for the 2 Fadnavis has no control F Only NCP has political

Bar: Furniture by over police in Thane, power 1o bring change in
convicts for Nagpur orders come from state: Jayant Patil
court Shinde: NCP

Explained |What a study in 2013 revealed about interfaith marriages in India
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On Tuesday, a committee, under state Women and Child Development Minister and
BIP leader Mangal Prabhat Lodha, had been tasked to look at interfaith and
intercaste marriages.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis (File)

The decision drew criticism from the Opposition which pointed to the state

government scheme of granting funds to couples who go for intercaste marriage,

Speaking to The Indian Express Thursday, Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said, “Tuesday’s GR of the WCD department has been amended. This
committee is only for interfaith marriages, and not intercaste marriages. The
earlier GR was not the correct one.”

Express Opinion | The symbolism of inter-caste marriages
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“The state government is encouraging intercaste marriages and there is also a plan
to give financial rewards to those who do [t. But cheating in interfaith marriages
has increased in the past few years and some aspects have come to light in the
Shraddha Walkar murder case,” he said

Read |With Maharashtra panel on tracking interfaith marriages, BJP eyes long
game: Anti-conversion Bill

“Itis alarming that there has been an increase in cases of cheating in interfaith
marriages in some parts of the state. Therefore, fraud in the name of love jihad has
to be stopped,” Fadnavis said.

lIT-Bombay 'Does he getRs 1 Amit Shah's '‘Bihar
sulcide: Lie ‘assaulted’, Uddhay crore from CM model’ can hold
detector test likely Thackeray calls every month': lessons for

for student named Devendra Fadnavis Congress' Ashish Maharashtra

in note 'usele... Deshmukh o... politics, say ...

ADVERTISEMENT

The Maharashtra government already has a social welfare scheme to promote
social integration and intercaste marriages. The scheme, ‘Incentive given to
Encourage Intercaste Marriages’, is an initiative of the Social Justice and Special
Assistance Department.
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Maharashtra State Commission for Women takes
‘serious note’ of panel to track interfaith marriages

The Maharashtra government’s decision to set up a state-level committee to “monitor’ interfaith marriages has not gone

down well with women activists and NGOs in the state.
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Senior women activists met MSCW chairpersen Rupali Chakankar and members Rupwate and

hros inEanexpress comVartick/ciiespunafmaharashira-stal
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Advocate Gauri Chabria on Decamber 19 (Exprass Fhoto)

Listen to this article

+] 02:85 1x 15 1.8

The Maharashtra State Commission for Women (MSCW) has taken “serious note” of the state
government’s new Govemnment Resolution on setting up a state-level committee 1o “monitor’

interfaith marriages.

“After meeting and hearing the concemns of the activists and recciving their written appeals, we
have taken serious note of the same and will initiate the necessary communication with the state

govermnment,” MSCW member Utkarsha Rupwate told The Indian Express.

Also Read |[Maharashtra’s Interfaith Marriage Panel: The patriarchal state and unlearnt
lessons from Partition

“On any policy. decision or Government Resolution being issued by the state government that
concems any issue related to women, the state government is expected to consult/inform/take
feedback from the state commission for women, But in this particular Government Resolution, the

MSCW has not been approached at all,” Rupwate said.
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Senior women activists and representatives of more than 14 NGOs mes MSCW chairperson Rupali
Chakankar and grembers Rupwate and Advocate Gauri Chabria on December 19 and demanded
that the state Government Resolution be immediately withdrawn as it violates the rights and

freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution of India to every citizen.

O

Did a fourth- Delhi Rhino carcass Rishabh Pant's
grader write this? Confidential: found in Jan 2022, ligament tear

Or the new There's but it was killed in similar to
ChatGPT, Al something 2021: Officials Ravindra Jadeja's,
chatbot? between Supreme def... co...

Apply New Year promo code SD25

The Government Resolution issued by the Maharashtra Women and Child Development

Department on December 13 said that the “inter-faith marriage-family coordination committee

s puneiraharashira-state-commisson-women-panei ack-imeriaith-martages-8334584/

hitps indiarexpress. comianicia/clt
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(state level)” will primarily look into tabulating data on the number of marriages in existence and

look into issues faced by women.

“If this Government Resolution aims to protect and promote the rights of women and the institution
of family, reinstate dialogue in bereaved families, there are enough laws, sections of the Indian
Penal Code and support systems like counselling centres, support centres 1o play this role. Instead
of strengthening these existing systems, convening an ad-hoc committee only raises doubts about
the intentions of the move. Interestingly, individuals across religious communities, caste. languages
and within same caste, community, religion, languages may have different ( negative) experiences,

then why single out only inter-religious marriages”™ activists have said

The activists said the Government Resolution intrudes into the privacy of an individual, adding that

there is no supporting research or data to support the need for it.

PUNE NEWS
1 Maharashtra CM Shinde 2 Lawyer found dead in 3 Unable to fulfil election
direcis social justice Telangana: 3 arrested by promises, those in power
dapartment to look into police diverting public attention:
demand for separate Pawar

toilets for transgender

More from Pune

Meanwhile, a public protest was held in Pune on Monday evening by the Stree Mukti Andolan
Sampark Samiti and various other groups. Manisha Gupte, one of the convenors of the Samiti. said

that laws should be properly implemented to protect citizens' right to safety while they enter, stay

N
S
i

»mj.'ndimetaras.wm‘mde»msmmeﬂnmumnmumnmﬂ‘mmwu-mmt\-mlqmgu—mtﬂw

45



,
VWA23, 11:00 AM Maharashia Sate Comenssion for Wamen takes ‘sarious rote’ of panel to track interfaiih marriages | Cities Newa The indan Sgress
The state should guarantee this right Lo everyone, irnrespective ol castc,

in or €xit any relation:

religion, gender or sexuality, Gupte added.
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Date: January 5, 2023

Tos

1. Principal Secretary, Smt IA Kundan,
Women & Child Development Department
Government of Maharashtra

3rd Floor, New Administrative Building,
Macam Cama Road, Hutauma Rajgure Chowl,
Mumbai 400032

Email: psec.wehd@mahagashiagovin

Landline: 022-22(27050

2. Shri S L. Ahire

Joint Secretary- Women and Child Welfare, Maharashtra
slahire(@ias nic

Reference: December 13, 2022 Circular related to “Inter-caste/ Inter-religion Marriage-
Family Coordination Committee (State Level)” made of government/non-govemment
people is being constituted under the chairmanship of Hon. Minister (Women and

Child)

Dear Ma'am, Sir.

We, a citizens nghts groups, based in Mumbai, with grassroot teams working in vanous states are
in communication with you over the recent (December 13, 2022) GR issued by the esteemed

Women & Child Welfare Department of the Government of Maharashira (copies
attached /annexed in the original, Marathi and transtated into English as Annexure I Colly)

Thete is genuine concern, even outrage at 2 progressive state of Maharashtm, that, inspired by
the legacies of Savitribai-Jyotba Phule and Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, have pro-actively
encouraged inter<caste and inter-community martages with a vision of seculatising
Mahamshtrian society, instituting such a committee that may, in its functioning and execution,
witunply or unwittingly work towards harassing or inamidating the freedom of choice and

autonomy graated to all consenting adults, irrespecuve of fith, community, catse or gendes by

the Indian Constitution. In facy, there have been instances that such bamssments have also taken
place in our stte,

Interestingly, Ma'am, Sir, the first vession of the GR also included within its ambir, inter-caste
relationships which was then, on the very next day modified to only scrutinize, monitor and
‘offer counseling’ 1o couples who enter into inter-faith relationships. In fact such a move by the
state government could well amount to an invasion of the privacy of individuals and
marginalized sections and provide handles to the state machinery and vigilante groups to
interfere in what is 2 purely personal marcter.

The Maharshtra State Commuission for Women has 2lso mken note and rused their concems in

this regard, as reported by The Indian Ftprcqs (A copy of the news report published by the
Indian Express on December 21, 2022 is annexed as Annexure [1

Nirant, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu, Samacruz (West), Mumbai — 400049
Website: hitps-//cip.org.in Email: cjpindia@gmail.com info@cjp.org.in Fax: 022-28608252
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defending human rights in the courts and beyond

Our organization, Citizens for Justice and Peace (CJP), committed to the secular vision of the
Indisn Constitution, has also challenged some of the “anti-conversion laws’ passed by some
states and the matters are currently being heard in the Honourable Supreme Court.

Same of the issues we have identified in the Government Resolution (GR) setting up
Committees for inter faith/caste marsage that bear outlining are mentioned below, We would
Appreciate a communication from the Women & Child Welfare Department on these issues:

1. Intention behind the Governmeat resolution (GR) annexed here dated December 13, 2022,

2. Information on how the State Government’s Women & Child Welfare Department proposes
to “monitor and collect data and ensure that such data remains confidential™

3. Detailed reasoning and information on how this exercise won't affect the ssf ety of the
couples.

4. Detailed information on what basis the committee members have bees sclocted assd whether
steps have been taken to ensure a diversity in ideatity and world view of the members.,

5. Information and reasoning behind why this Committee mentioned and detailed in the GR
dated December 13, 2022 has been formed at the State Level and not at District/Zooe Level
which may have made it more diverse, grounded and effective.

6. Information on what are the guidelines that this Committee is betag ser to follow while
carrying out this exercise of collecting data that per s infringes on the prvacy of individuals.

7. Finally, would it not have been better to have constituted a Study/Research Group to analyse
the situaticn before forming a Committee? Detailed reports and analyses from all over the
country have revealed that theee is much exaggeration in the propaganda behind inter-faith and
inter-caste relationships, some if not all of which is politically motivited, Such a Study/ Research
group could/can be constituted under the guidance of a retred Judge of the Hon'ble | ligh Count
with the invalvement of citizens groups and organisations.

We would truly appreciate your tzking the time off for giving us this feedback and also consider
the suggestions made within this communication. We are also sure that you Ma'am and Sir arc
aware of the concemns expressed by the Maharashera State Commission for Women (MSCW) on
this move by the government.

In anticipation of a reply, We remain

Yours sincercly

Natan. M'

Nandan Maluste, CJP President

Teesta Setalvad, CJP Sccretary

-0
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Nirant, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu, Santacruz (Wast), Mumbal - 400049,
Website: httpsJicjp.org.in Email: cipindia@gmail.com info@cip.org.in Fax: 022-26608252




To

Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Date: 12th February 2023
Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra,

Women and Child Development Minister, Maharashtra

Mantralaya,

Mumbal - 400032, Maharashtra, India

Subject: Government/Non-Government Individuals “Inter religion Marriage - Family
Coordination” Committee (7@ ¥ avw Rwrer A, ergar Frofe v, Ry -2022/0.7.218/7-02, 7
13.12.2022 7 ¥ .14.12.2022)

With regard to above referred Government Resolution, we, the undersigned women’s

organizations, civil liberties and human rights organizations and citizens of india would like to
submit the following:

The G.R. sets up a Committee which is meant to gather detailed family records of women who
have entered Inter religious marriages through registered/unregistered marriages, from religious

organizations, and even from stamp duty offices. The Committee then intends to intervene by
contacting women's families.

We must emphasis that the Government Resolution (GR) violates fundamental rights of women
guaranteed by Constitution of India.

Right against Discrimination

This committee violates Articles 14 and 15 of India Constitution which guarantees discrimination on
grounds of religion and sex, Especially since this committee is not making any specific provisions for
women but singling out citizens on basis of religion and sex.

Right to Privacy, liberty, and autonomy

By collecting data about private lives of women, it violates Article 21, which protects citizens’ right
to privacy. In August 2017, the Supreme Court of India had declared the right to relational privacy

as a fundamental right of citizens, This GR amounts to surveillance by State into the private lives of
citizens.

Right to Exprassion and Freedom of Cholce of Adults

It also violates women’s right to choose their partner/spouse of their own choice guaranteed under
Article 21, It also violates Article 19 or the freedom of expression,

Right to Consclence, Freedom of Faith

By targeting Inter-religlous relaticnships/marriages, the GR also violates Articke 25 which guarantees
freedom of faith,

The Government itself seems to be taking on role of “Khaap Panchayats”



This GRis extremely humiliating as it targets women who are adults, thus infantilizing them by
treating them as incapable of making their own decisions, conducting their own lives, and denying
them agency.

This GR Indicates that by surveilling and interfering in women's decision making, the Government is
treating them as its "property’ or that of a religious community or a family and not as adult ¢itizens
of the country. Government is acting on its patriarchal ideology where woman is seen as carrler of
male seed and hence the needs to be controlled,

Government inaction against vigilante forces

Vigllante crusaders against inter religious marriages have been creating hurdles for couples as reported
in November 2022, when a Vasal based inter-religious married couple had to cancel their marriage
reception. OnJanuary 23, after giving a notice for inter religlous marriage under Special Marriage Act, a
woman was threztened by some vigilante and had to file a complaint with the Khar police. Has the
Govemment even taken notice and acted upon such threats and vigllante forces?

Given the track record of this Government, there is no guarantee that the data collected by this
committee will not reach the vigilantes, endangering he concerned couples further,

We have some very basic questions about the formation and constitution of this Committee;

* Government has not given any data or infarmation which warranted formation Committee,
Public government data released by the Naticnal Health Family Survey (2019-21) says that
only 2.6% of all total marrages are Inter-religious . But it says almost 31.2% women suffer
domestic violence. This clearly shows us that viclence against women has no relationship
with interreligious marriages or relationships.

* Credentlals of the Committee members, in context of women's rights or criterion on which
these committee members are chosen, are not specified, making the process completely
opaque.

* There already exists a mechanism in the form of Family Courts and the Domestic Violence
Act 2005, for women survivors to take recourse to for relief. The setting up of this
Committee means taking away the agency of women and establishing itself aver and above
the court of law.

The least Government neads to do:

1. Remove the one-month mandatory notice period under section 16 of Special Marriage Act,
which provides an opportunity for vigilante forces to threaten inter religious marriage partners,
In January 2021, Allahabad High Court had given a judgment declaring that the notice period
was not mandatory.

2. The proportion of female headed houschold has increased from 9.2 per cent In NFHS 1 (1992-
93), to 10.3 per cent NFHS Il (1998-99), to 14.4 percent NFHS 1{2005-06), to 15 percent NFHS
IV{2015-16) and to 18 percent in NFHS V{2019-21). Since 1934 there have been sodial
movements in Maharashtra addressing issues of economic violence faced by deserted, single
women. Government needs to provide a budget to support women headed households and
ensure that property rights of daughters are protected.
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3. According to the Domestic Vielence Act 2005, a Maglstrate should hear the case not beyond
three days from the application and dispose of the matter within 90 days. But the ground
reality Is completely contrary. In July 2022, NALSA submitted data to the Supreme Court
stating that over 4 lakh cases are pending under DV Act and many of them in Maharashtra.
The government has completely failed in providing an adequate budget for proper
implementation of Domestic Violence Act.

Instead, what the Government has done:

e The government has shown complete callousness while addressing the safety of

women. In 2019, the Nirbhaya Fund (meant for women's safaty) was sent back to
Central Government,

e In 2022, amount of Rs 30 crores of the Nirbhaya Fund was used to provide Y-plus
security to Government legisiators,

Given this record of the government and current statements by BIP ministers, Mr Fadnavis and Mr
Mahajan, it is clear that the Government wants to criminalize inter refigious relationships/

marriages targeting women and religious minarities in complete violation of rights guaranteed by
Constitution of india.

The role of the State is to maintain law and order to protect citizens, It cannot act as a counsellor,
psychiatrist or arbitrator in thelr personal lives,

Inter faith marriages are indicators of an evolved sodiety and instead of encouraging It, the
Government’s attempt Is to spread fear, hatred and violence. g

We demand that this GR should be completely withdrawn forthwith, We also demand that
Maharashtra Government should refrain from bringing in any laws which restrict people’s choice
to choose thelr partner, irrespective of religious faith,

All India Demeocratic Women's Association (AIDWA)
Awaaz-E-Neswaan

Bebaak Collective

Forum Against oppression of Women (FAOW)
Center for Development research and Action, Mumbal
Jan Sweastha Abhiyan -MUMBAI {JSA-Mumbai)
Justice Coalition of Refgious — Maharashtra
Kusumtai Chaudhari Mahila Kalyani

Maharashtra Mahila Parishad

10, Mallis

11. Platform for Soclal Justice

12. People’s Union of Civil Liberties, Maharashtra

13. SWADHAR

14, Dalit Human Rights Defenders Network [DHRDNet)
15. National Councll of Women Leaders (NCWL)

16. Indian Christian Women's Movement

17, Mahila Vikas Kendra

18. National Federation of Indian Women
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Maulang Awad Vichar Manch

Stree Mukti Sanghatana

Parcham collective

Natlonal Solidarity Forum

Vidhrohi Mahila Manch, Sangli

Kamgar Ekta Unlon, Mabarashtra

Savii Samalik and shaishnik Sanstha, Satara
Muknayak Vichar Manch, Yashim
National Alliance of Peoples movement
Muslim Santyashodak Mandal

Bhartiya Mahila Federation, Mumbal
Sarvahara Jan Andolan

sent by emall: faowindia@yaheo.co.in
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GLOBAL FACT SHEET

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
PREVALENCE ESTIMATES, 2018
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GLOBAL PREVALENCE ESTIMATES OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
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RECIONAL PREVALENCE ESTIMATES OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
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pariner viclance among ever-maired/partnerad women aged regions highlight the fact that this
15-43 for SDG regions violence is not inevitable, and that it
can be prevented. 3 J
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URCENT ACTION IS NEEDED
Policy and lawse - Institue and lirslement laves Sarvices - 5cal0 UP Compeahensive acrossible
’3 ard regulations that promote gendear ocuality and guality survivor-centrad services for wormen
(24 girls” and women's equitabls accoess 1o affected by vialence and their childion through
secondery aducation, paid employment and Capacity-bullding of service providers in o sectors
propertydinhantance tights, a5 well as laws (0.0 health, judicial education, social) Strengthun
IMEosing sanctions for viclence against women| 1oined-up multisectorsd respornses to battar
raspond to and pravent violence agsinst women
Data -~ Suengthen dala collegtion reporung and
."‘" use. Inveest in high-quality surveys on violence Support - Empower and Invest in autonomods

agaarst women and improve measuramant of e ﬂ WOImen's nghts organizations to apply thelr

differert forms of viclence that wamen {including expartise in sadressing vickence against wemen
older women| and adolescont giels sre subjected 1o e guide decislon-naking in programming and

policy-making,
Prevention - Support and scale up natlonalized
@ and lecalized evidence-driven programimes snd Society - Challenge norms and attitucles

’3;.-,-5,@., for pravention. Promote and support g hat discriminate against wormen and girls,
community-based and women's organizations especially regarding the acceptability of viskance

. U«\L\ ~Torts to end volence agairst wonen and girks against women, ncluding through schaol- and

community-based programmes and Interventsons.
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News / Law / Supreme Court / Dver 4 lakh cases pending under Domestic Viclance Act, Supreme Court told

Over 4 lakh cases pending under Domestic Violence Act,
Supreme Court told

More than one lakh cases of domestic violence have been registered across the country under
the Domestic Violence Act since its notification, NALSA told the Supreme Court.
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The maximum number of cases under the Domestic Violence Act are pending in Uttar Pradesh (Photo:
Representational)

By Srishti Ojha: A total of 4,71, 684 original cases and 21,088 appeals are pending
under the Domestic Violence (DV) Act in the county, according to the data submitted
by the National Legal Services Authority before the Supreme Court. The NALSA has
submitted state-wise data regarding pendency of disposal of cases under the DV
Act as of July 1, 2022.

As per the data, a total of 1,193,359 cases of domestic violence have been registered
across the country under the Act since its notification.
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registration followed by 1,96,717 cases having been registered in Maharashtra.

The maximum number of original cases as of July 1 are pending in Uttar Pradesh

being 1.19.684, followed by 84,637 cases in Maharashtra, 27212 cases in Rajasthan
and 27043 in Delhi.

COURT ASKS DETAILS OF CASES

The submissions have been made in a plea filed by NGO ‘' We the Women' seeking
directions for implementation of the Domestic Violence Act. The court had earlier
called upon NALSA to state the number of cases under the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, initiated till date and pending.

The court had also asked for details of how many cases the services of Protection
Officer or Service Provider or shelter homes were required to be extended.

Rahul Gandhi Amritpal Singh IPL2023 Tech Layoffs

ALSO READ| Urgent need curtail pleadings, set page limit, observes Supreme
Court

The court had also asked UOI to provide details of project Shakti contemplated by
the Ministry of Women and Child Development.

This was after ASG Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the government, had submitted
that the project along with other projects under the auspices of the Ministry of Law

and Justice are at the stage of formalization and, as a matter of fact, "Mission Shakti’
has already received Cabinet approval.

Earlier in February, the court had expressed disapproval towards some states

designating Revenue Officers or members of the Indian Administrative Service (IAS)
as 'Protection Officers.. «T»)
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\ he court had observed that this clearly was not the intent of the law-makers, since
such revenue or administrative officials would be unable to devote time to discharge
the fairly intense work required and expected of Protection Officers. The court had
noted that in some states, the number of districts and their geographical dispersion
is large, but the number of officers actually provided is disproportionately small
compared to the geographical dispersion and vastness of the state.

The court was of the opinion that the Protection Officers - like the Magistrates who
are tasked with the implementation of the enactment, have been conceived as the
backbone to effectuate the law, enacted with laudable objectives, by Parliament,
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ALSO READ| Uphaar tragedy victims in court against order reducing sentence of
Ansal Brothers, others

Making these observations, court had asked UOI to provide the following details-

-The nature of Central Programmes/Plans outlining assistance to support the
efforts under the DV Act by various States, including the extent of funding,
conditions governing financial support and the control mechanisms in place.

-To collect State-wise relevant data of litigation under the DV Act with respect to the
complaints made, number of courts, and the relative number of Protection Officers.

-To indicate broadly what are the desirable qualifications and eligible terms for

creation of the regular cadre of Protection Officers as well as the nature of their
training and other standards.

-The desirable cadre structure and career progression for Protection Officers.

-The model terms and conditions for such Protection Officers.

- ENDS ---

ALSO READ | 90-year-old man sentenced to 3 years in jail for sexually assaulting minor in Kerala
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Nirbhaya Fund: Ten Years On, 30% Of It Has Remained U... 0006
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Nirbhaya Fund: Ten Years On, 30% Of It Has Remained
Unutilised

Various frctors such as time taken in getting required approvals from competent suthorities, procedure to be followed for
award of contract, disruptions due to unforescen reasons such as one ereated by Covid are cited as the maln reasons for

the underutilisation.
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About 30 per cent of the Rs 6,000 crore Nirbhava Fund' which was set up alter the gang
rape of a paramedscal

Latesl| ’ )
Late: the conscience of the nation.

student in 2032 remains unutilised, o decade after the incident shook

ST Issue
- [he 23-year-old paramedic student, who came to be known as ‘Nirbhava' was raped ina
Lt e muving bus on the intervening night of December 16-17 in Delhi by six people. She died in
The Story Of Sanjay Sahn asingapore hs -a‘;n.l.-.l duys liter

Migrant Wurker-turned

Independent Candidate . 7 . Y : x :
Also Read | Ten Years of Nirbhaya: Death Penalty Is The Need Of The Hour, Says DCW

Chief Swati Maliwal

Nirbhaya Fund

Contestirg froe Muaffarpur in After the incident, a dedicated fund called ‘Nicbhaya Fund” was established for
Bhar, sanjay Sebnl i ),

detendned 1o make MNREGA impkementation of initiatives aimed at enhanc ing the safety and security of women in the
SEAY S country, From its inception till 2021-22, the total allocation under the fund has been over

Rs 6,000 crore, of which Bs 4,200 crore has been utilised
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Maharashtra: Opposition Leaders Slam Eknath Shinde Govt For Diverting Cars Bought
Under Nirbhays Fund For Y-Plus Security

A senjor official said approximately 70 per cent of the fand has been reported to be
ulilised

Also Read | Time Stands Still In 2012, And It Is Getting Worse, Says Nirbhaya's Mother

An Empowered Committee (EC) of officers constituted under Nirbhaya Framework
appraiges and recommends the proposals for funding under the fund in conjunction with
the concerned minletries/departments/implementing agencies

Money for enhancing the apparatus for women's safety

In Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Delhl, around Rs 305 crore, Rs 304 crore and Rs 413 crore
was utilised till now, respectively, out of the total funds that were released to them. In
Telangana Rs 200 crore, Madhyas Pradedh Rs 94 crore, and Maharashtra Rs 254 crore were
utilized till 2021-22,

‘The money under the [und has been utifisad for establishing one stop centres, muking
safety devices, setting up fast-track courts and to procure forensic kits for sexual assault
cases among others, ; $
booiain so PY

2
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Delay in approvals, disruptions led to underutilisation

When asked why the 30 per cent of the fund remaing unutilised, the official said various
fuctors such as time taken in getting required approvals from competent authorities,
procedure to be followed for award of contract, disruptions due to unforeseen reasons such
as one created by Covid ure the main reasons for the delay.

The chspter of 2012 gangrape and murder case of ‘Nirbhaye! concluded with the hanging of
four convicts last year. Of the six accused, Raun Singh allegedly committed suicide at the
Tihar Jail. One of them a juvenile was convicted by a juvenile justice bourd.

Also Read | Laws Have Changed After Nirbhaya Rape Case, Have These Amendments
Deterred Crimes Against Women?

Women rights sctivist Ranjana Kumnari said the “under-utilisation of the fund shows that
there is no commitment for women security in the government. There is mismanagment of
the fund and that is why it has not been utilised till now” she said.,

Activist Yogita Bhayana said, "It has been 10 years and things are going from bad to worse
and women safety bs & far-fetched drewm and we need to work towards it*

Maharashtra: A case of diversion

Recently, the state of Maharashtra and the Eknath Shinde government were also at the
centre of a controversy over the misappropriation of money under the Nirbhaya fund.
Media reports indicated that vehicles bought by the state government through the
Nirbhaya funds were diverted off for providing Y-plus security to MLAs in the state This
adversely impactad the police's patrolling activities and sparked outrage,

( With inpuiis from PT1)
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Details of Complaints and Events in Maharashtra

S.No. | Date, Topic District, Date on which | Police /Authorities MLAs/MPs |
of the event State complaint sent
(Preemptive or
post event)
1. December 14, Ahmednagar, | Decembers 28, 2022 | National Commission for Minonties
2022 Mahamashera | Complaint by
Citzens for
Speaker: Justice & Peace
Kalicharan (CIF) post event
fahara
Event: Flindu
| Jan Aakrosh
Marcha
Outfie: Sakal
Hindu Samaj
|
2 December 18, | Pimpn i -
2022 Chinchwad,
Pune,
Event: Hindu | Maharashtr
Jan Aakrosh
Morcha
Ouifit: Sakal
Hindu Sama)
3 December |algaon, -
25, 2022 | Maharashum
Speaker:
Suresh
Chavhanke
Rl Febroary 6, Boisar, January 20, 2023 1. Mr. Rajoesh Seth
2023 Maharashtra DGP, Mahasrashtma
Complaint by
Event: Citizens for Justice | 2. My, Nityanand Jha
Shaurya Path & Peace (CJP) | SDPO, Boisar
Sanchalan post event
Event 3. Mr. Pankay Sheisath
Addl SP, Palghat
\




Speaker:
Shankas

Gatkar

Januacy 30,
2023

Event: Hindu
Jan Aakrosh
Morcha

Outfie: Sakal
Hindu Samay

Speaken: T
Raja Singh,
BIP MLA,
Goshamahal
Assembly
Const:tuency,
Telangana

Parbhans,
Maharashtra

O,

February 6,
2025

Speaker:
Sutesh
Chavhanke,
Sudarshan
News Edator
in-Chicf

.\l;uulmg.u.
Maharashtra

February 6, 2023

Complaint

by

Citizens for Justice

& Peace
pﬂSl event

(cr)

Februaty 6,
2023

Speakern:

Kalicharan

OQurfit-
Vishwa Huxlo
Panshad

Nandutbar,
Maharashtra

1. M R)m;s]x Seth
DGP, Mahasmshtra

2 Mr. Rakesh Ola

Supenntendent of Police




8, Speaker: Barumaty, -l-cg;um 7.2023 1. Me., Rajaish Seth Ms. Supnya
Ealicharan Maharashrra | Complaint by DGP, Mahasrashtra Sule
Citizens for (MP, INC)
Event: Hindu J“’"‘i‘.” & l’cacc. 2 Mr. Ankit Goyzl
Jan Askrosh (CJP) (preemptive | <p Ryural Pune
Morcha dt February 7,
2 .
223) 3, Sheikant Padule
Ontfit Sakal Deputy SP of Basaman
Himdo Samag
February 8, 2023
February 9, Complatnt by
e Salokha Samin
00y (preemptive)
February 11, 2023
Complaint by
R _ Salokha Samit B
9, Speaker Khamgaon, - -
Pravin Maharashtra
Topadsa
Event: Hindu
Jana Aakrash
Meet
February 11,
2023
10 Sl‘-«'.uka-lz NMuambal, - -
Moban Salckar | Mahasashira
Event
Marcha
Outfit- Sakal
Hindu Sama)
Febmary 12,
2023
11, | Suresh Iilbx-nr, = -
Chavhanke Maharashetn

Event-
Asaram Bapu
Divas

Onfit not
svatlable




February 15,
2023

Speakers- Not
available

Ouwfic Hindu
Jana Japgruag

Samit:

February 15,
2023

Panvel,
Maharashira

13

T’ Raja Singh,
BIP MLA,
Gothamahal
Assembly
f.’.nnsmurm-_\',

Telangana

Event:
Chhatrapan
Shivap
Maharay's birth
anniversany

February 19,

2023

Latur,
Maharashtra

SE;C-ukct,
Manoj

Khadaye

Event Hindu
Rashrea Jagrun
Sabla

Outfit: Hindu
Jana Jagruin
Samuati

February 21,
20235

Ratnagin,
Mabarashtia

February 20, 2023
Complaine by
Ciuzens for
Justice & Peace
(CJP)

(preemptive)

1. ML Devender Smgh
Distoct Collector

2 Dhananjay Kulkarmi
Supenntendent of Police

Hindu
Akrosh

Event:
Jan
Moccha

Oatfit: Sakal
J'Iinti.u Sama;

Vashi, Nawn
Mutnbai,
Maharasla

February 21, 2023

Complaine by
| Mabatma Gandhi

1

| Sha \’_luzlyzll

Bhauro Raut
(MP, Shav
Sena)

Mz Milind Bharambe,
Commissioner of Police, Navi
Mumsba




SY

26,

Febraary
2023

| Foundation
(preemptive)

16,

Eveat: Hindu
Rashtra Jagrut
Sabha

Qutfit- Hinduo

Jana Jagruit
Samm

Febmary 23,
2023

Chandeapus,
Mahamshtea

Februzry 22, 2023

Complaint by
Citizens for
Justice & Peace
(CJ¥)

(preemptive)

L. Ma. Mre. Vinay Gouda G.C
Collector

| 2, Mrs. Preen Dudulkar
Sugenntendent of Police

Shes Kishor
Gajanan
Jorgewar
(MLA,
Independent)

Speakers:
Kaja
Hindusthans,
T. Raa

Event: Hindu
Jan Aakrosh
Marcha

Outfit- Sakal
Hindu Samaj

Febraary 26,
2023

Vashi,
Solapur and
Vasa,
Maharashtra

18.

Speaker: Mr
Sl
Ghanwat, Co
ordmnator of
‘Maharashtra
Gad-Durg
Rakshon

Saman’

Event: Fort
Protecison
Moccha

Ontfi; Hinda
Jana Jagnunn

Saman

March 3, 2023

Muombai,

Maharashin

Event Hmdu
Rashtra Jagron
Sabha

Sindhudu x},—

Maharasha

March 2, 2023

Complaint by
Citizens for Justice
& Peace (CJP)
(preemptive)

1. Mr. Vivek Phansalkar

Commissioner of Pobee, Mumba

2. Nt Bhushan Belnekar, St P1,
Azad Masdan Police station

Mm.l, .S; 2025

1. Saurzbh Kumar Agrawal, LP.S
Supetintendent of Police




Onufit- Hadu
Jana fagrain

Samiti

Masch 4, 2023

Complaint by
Citizens for Justice
& Peace (CJP)
(preemptive)

2 \;;;\' Yaday
SDPO Kankavahi

Event: Rally

agnmst Love
| Jthad

Qutfit- Sakal
Hindu Samaj

March 5, 2023

Nandura,
Buldhana,
Maharashtna

Speaker T
Raja Singh,
BIP MLA,

| Goshamalal

Assembly
Constituency,
Telangana

Lvent
ILconotic
boycott of
Muslims

Ourhit- Sakal
Hnidu Samaj

March 5, 2023

Malang Gad,
Maharashtra

Speaker: T
Raja Singh,
BJP MLA,
Goshamahal
Assembly
Constituency,
Tdangana

Outdit-

Rashtriya Sri
Ram Sangh

February 10,
2003

Slm:ampur,

Mabarashtra.

Speaker: Kajal
Hindusthan;

Mumba,
Mabharashira




Hindw Jan
.\:lht'-"‘"
Morcha

Ountfit- Sakal
Hanxdu Satmy

{ March 12,

2023

Speaker 1
Raja Singh,
BIP MLA,
Goshamahal
Assembly
Conststuency,
Telangana and
Susgesh
Chavhanke
Hindu [an
Gamna
Morcha

Outht-  Sakal
Hindu Samaj

March

2023

19,

Aurangabad,
Msharashira

=

o

Gudi Padwa
Event

Onuthit- Hindu

Janayagrain
Sarmaty

March 22

Maharashto

March 21, 2023

Complaint

by

Citizens for Justice

& Peace
(preemptive)

(CIP)

SPs ol Sangls and Pune
Police Authontes

1, Mr. Ankit Goyal,

Superintendent of Police, Rural Pune
Emait sppune r@mahapolice gov.i
2 Dr Basvaray Teli, IPS
Superntendent of Police, Sangli

Emal s elitivahanolice

Speaker-
Suresh
Chavhanke

Event: Hindu
Hunkar Sabha

Outfit- Sakal
Hindu Samay

Nashik,
Maharashima




1759

Qutfit; VHP

Complaint by

2 Vivek Phansallas,
Commissioner of Police, Musnbai
3. Me Anil Parsskare

DCP- Zone IX

March 22,
025 e
27. | Speaker: Kajal | Nawvi March 24,2023 |1, Mz Milind Bhamambe,
Hindustar Mumbay, Complaint by Commissioncr  of Police, Navi
Maharashuea Salokha Samiti (a Mumbai
Event: Hindu int action - .
Jan Aksosh comk:ldm:c of over & Mr Rajnieh Seth
Morcha 45 organisations DGP. Maharashra
from
February 26, Maharashira) [post
_1 2023 r event) |
28 | Bhavya Santacruz, March 28, 2023 1. Ms Rajendra Kane,
Shobha Yatra | Mumbai, Se. PI, Santscruz Police Station
Maharashers Munbai

and Bajeang Citizens for Justice
Dl & Peace (CJP)
reemptive
March 30, @ cag
| 2023

"

HJS event held in other states, complaints sent by CJP:

L. Event: Husdu Tumakur, February 22, 2023 | 1. S Panl Yalagouda Sho D, C. Gowni
Rashera Jagrut Karmataka Shuvanagouds Shankar
Sabha . Complaint by Deputy Commissioner [MLA, Jamata Dal
Citizens for (Secular)]
Ouzfit- Hindu Jans Justice & Peace | 2. Rabud Kumar
Jagruitt Samen (C]P") post event Shabapurwad
Superintendent of Police
Eebruary 23, 2023
2. | Evean Hindu Bengalura, February 24, 2023 | 1, Pratap Reddy She Rizwan Arshad
Rashtra jagrud Kamatala Complaint by Conunissioner of Police (MLA,
Sabha Citizens for Indian Natonal
Justice & Peace | 2 R, Stinivas Gowda Congress)
Outfit- Hindu Jana (CJP) post event | Deputy Commissioner of
Jagruies Samati Police
February 25, 2023
i) Event Hindu Mysum, Febraary 24, 2023 | 1. Smt, Scema Latkar, Shet M. Srinivas
Rashtra Jagru Karnataka Complaint by LIPS [MLA, Janata Dal |
Sabha Cidzens for Supeantendent of Police, | (Secular)]
Justce & Peace | Mysur
Ouatfit- Hindu Jana (C)JP) post event
Jagruits Samiri 2. Sn Yaush N, IPs
Supeantendent of Police,
February 25, 2023 Mandya




Speaker:

Khadaye

.\lil)ﬁi

Event: Hindu
Rashtra fagron
Sabha

Owutfit- Flindu Jana
Jagruid Samin

February 26, 2023

Mhapsa
in North Goa,
Goa

Febmary 24, 2023

Complaint by
Citizens for
Justice & Peace
(C]P) post event

1. Police Sub

Inspector,
Mandya Districe

1. Nidhin Valsan, IPS
Supenintendent of Police

2. Paresh G Nak, Police
Inspecior
Police Sub-Inspectos

| Event: Hindu

Rashrea Jagrun

Sabiha

Outfir- Hodu Jana
Jagrasti Samin

Febeuary 26, 2023

Sperker  Ramesh

Shinde, National
Spokesperson, HIS

Event: Anti-Halal
Campasgn

Outhir: Hinda
Janajagrum Samiti

March 2, 2023

Udupi,

Kamataka

Dhanbad,
Jharkhand

Febrary 24, 2023
Complaint by
Citizens for
Justice & Peace
(CJP) post event

1. Hakay Akshay
Machhindm, IPS
Supenntendent of Pobce

2. Manjappa DR

Pobce Sub-Inspector
1

March 1, 2023

l. Smt Reeshma Ramesan
Superntendent of Police
(Caty)

2, Shn Poshant Kumar
Layak
Circle Officer, Dhanbad

3. Shn Pramesh Knshwaha
Curcle Officer, thana

[+ S

Event: Hinda
Rashta Jagreti
Sabha

Cuefie Hindua Jana
Jagruiti Samst

Masch 10, 2023

Tumakum,

Kamataka

March 9, 2023
Complaint by
Citizens for
Justice & Peace
(CJP) post event

1. S1i. Paul Yalsgouda
Shivanagouda
Deputy Commussioner

2. Rahnl Kumar
Shahapurwad
Supenntendent of Police

3. Police Inspector
Tumakuu Town Police
Statson
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Event: Hiadu
Hashue Jagrun
Sabha

Outfit- Hinda fana
Jagrusti Saman

March 11, 2023

Bangabore,
Kamataka

10.

Event: Prantiy
Hindu Adhiveshan

| Chutfit- Hindu Jana

Jagruin Samiri

March 12, 2023

Telangana,
Hyderabad

March 10, 2023
Complaint by
Cltizens for
Justice & Peace
(CJP) post event

| March 10, 2023

Complaint by
Citizens for
Justice & Peace
(CJP) post event

1

Event: Hindu
Rashtra Jagrun
Sabha

Outhie- Hindu Jana
Jagruiti Saran

Macch 12, 2023

Dakshin
Kanaada,
Karnataka

Complaint by
Citizens for
Justice & Peace
(CJP) post event

L. Pratap Reddy

Commssioner of Police

2. K Srintvas Gowda
Deputy Commssioner of
Police, Central Bengalury

3. Police laspector
Banashaokan Police
Statioa

March XU 2025

1. Sn C.V, Anand, [PS
Commissioner of Police,

Hyderabad

2. N Ramw Laxinana Raju
Inspector of Police
Kachiguda Police Stavon

1. Dr Amathe Vikeam 19§
Superintendent of Polce

2 Dhatmappa M N
Additsonal Superiatendent

of "‘ulh, v

fRUL curd

ADVI 18
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Hatebuster: 80% of interfaith
marriages do not end up in murder! A

video circulating on social media falsely claims that
80% of the Hindu women marrying Muslim men end up
being raped or murdered.

10, Nov 2022 | CJP Team

Claim: The speaker in the video, Gautam Khattar, claims
that 99.9% of the Muslim men have been involved in woo-
ing innocent Hindu women and getting them to fall in love
with them. The speaker then says that out of all these
women, 80% of them have been murdered or raped, and

the remaining are living in hell.

Busted! There are no such official statistics that are re-
leased by any authority or body or even any organization to
support the baseless claims being made by Khattar. The
National Crime Records Bureau, every year, releases a
Crimes in India report that documents crimes committed
against women, but they are not classified on communal
basis,

Mipsiicp.orginhatebusier-80-of soterfaith - masma pes-do-not-cod-up-in-oweder/
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\./ fnl/mf ght be IThesesumber have just been stated to push the communal
\ 3 agenda, instill fear in the minds of the public and create
disharmony in our country.

ST 9d & fav

CIP AR

e Hifory

(https://cip.org.in/donate/)

The case referred to here by the speaker is a gruesome case
of murder which has been given a communal color by the
hindutva groups. From a case of violence and murder of a
woman, this has now been presented as a lesson for all
those Hindu women who choose to cross the societal bars
of segregating people based on their castes, beliefs and
faiths.

The video

In the video, the speaker, Gautam Khattar, is seen referring
to recent case of murder of Shraddha Walkar by her
boyfriend, Aaftab Poonawala. In this particular case, the
boyfriend and girlfriend were living together as a couple,
and got into a fight. As a result of it, the boyfriend stran-
gled the girl and later chopped up her body into 35 pieces.
Since the couple belonged to different faiths, the speaker in
the video can be heard comparing this aforementioned case
to a case of love jihad. To make his case, he quotes certain
percentages. As stated by him, 99.9% of the Muslim men
have been involved in wooing innocent Hindu women and
getting them to fall in love with them. He goes on to say
that such Hindu women are suffering today, and are vic-
tims. The speaker then says that out of all these women,
80% of them have been murdered or raped, and the re-
maining are living in hell. In furtherance to this, he says

Mapedcjp ocginhatetusier-A0-of amerfuth-marisge-do not <08 -up-in-swrdes! w2
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: tou might be Ithatfonal this, neither the Muslim man nor the Hindu 6}
girl’s parents are to be blamed, as they try to stop her. But, '
as the girl believes in her advanced thinking, she breaks her
relation with her own family and goes on to enter into a
live-in relationship with the Muslim man. Connecting
again with the case, the speaker says that the girl then goes
to Delhi, earn and eat on their own and indulge in the dra-
ma of love, After a few days, the same girl is then stuffed in
the fridge after getting murdered.

The video can be viewed here: (20) Dr. Prachi Sadhwi on Twitter:
"2 A FAAT hitps://Leo/yPIkLp3IPU" / Twitter
(https://twitter.com/Sadhvi_prachi/status/1592840715360665601)

While it can be deduced from the facts of this cases that
this is just a case of crime committed against women, a

communal color is being given to the same.

India sees multiple cases of crimes against womenon a
daily basis. From molestation and abuse to rape, domestic
violence, and dowry death, crimes against women have
been on the rise. While some of these cases are covered by
mainstream India, based on the caste, creed and religion of
the woman, the case of Aaftab Poonawalla and Shraddha

has been dissected by the media to propagate Muslims un-
der the bad light.

To bust this myth that only Muslim men indulge in killing a
woman in such a horrifying manner, we have made a list of
crimes committed against women in the recent past,
wherein the perpetrator was not a Muslim man.

* Just a few days post the aforementioned murder case,
Abhijit Patidar, alleged to have killed Shilpa Jharia by
slitting her throat, shot 3 video with the victim's body
(nttps:/ fwww.ndtv.com/india-news/man-slits-womans-throat -posts-video-
babu-well-meet-in-heaven-3523383) and posted it on social

media. In the shocking video he posted on social media,
Abhijit says, “Bewafai Nahi Karne Ka" (do not be

htpeigp o inthavctester 80-of -interfalth-marma ges-do-nat-cal-sp-in-mrder’ V12
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‘,*: might be intet¥fpithiyl). He then lifts a blanket to reveal a woman
\ \ \ lying in bed, with her throat slit.

= Inthe same week as the Aaftab case, Priyangi Singh
was admitted to a hospital in Mumbai after haviag suffered
multiple fractures to her spine
(hltps/ltimesoﬂMiaJndiatimes.comlcity/mmbailmumbai-bpo-emploree-
from-malad-assauited-by-bayfriend-
paralysed/articleshow/95566827 cms), a head injury and
paralysis below the waist in the assault by her
boyfriend, 25-year-old Amey Darekar, on the 13th-
floor terrace water tank of a common friend’s building
in Dahisar.

* InSeptember 2022, Nineteen-year-old Ankita Bhandari
(hltpsllﬂmmlndiajldialhles.canlclly/dehmdnnh-nnyte-po«.but-
wont-sell-myself-for-rs-10000/articleshow/94426462 ems), a
receptionist at Vanantara resort owned by now-
expelled BJP leader Vinod Arya’s son Pulkit Arya, was
found dead in a lake. She was murdered for having
refused to succumb to pressure by the accused for
indulging in prostitution.

* InSeptember 2020, a 19-year-old Dalit woman was gang-raped
(https://thewirein/women/hathras-gang-rape-and-murder-case-a-
limeline) in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, by four upper
caste Hindu men. She died two weeks later in
a Delhi hospital. Initially, it was reported that one
accused had tried to kill her, though later in her
statement to the magistrate, the victim named four
accused as having raped her. The victim's brother
claimed that no arrests were made in the first 10 days
after the incident took place. After her death, the victim
was forcibly cremated by the police without the consent
of her family, a claim denied by the police.

* In January 2018, an 8-year-old Muslim girl Asifa Bano
(https://www bing.com/search?
q-katlmrrapa0case'badtgxnund&qs=n&lonn-OBRE&sw-I&pq'kaUna‘tapewase'bacltgrnund&sc-l
21&%sk=&evid=DUC469074DABA405BOBIACDB]25279B0 &ghsh=08 ghace+0&ghpl=) was
abducted, gang raped, and murdered by six men and a
juvenile, In the Rasana village near Kathua in Jammu
and Kashmir, India. Known as the Kathua rape case, all
the perpetrators were Hindu and the victim had been
targeted because of her religion.

* In 2017, Rajesh Gulati was found guilty of murder and
causing disappearance of evidence by the Dehradun
court. He had murdered his wife and chopped her body late 70 pieces.
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/anupama-murdes-

hittps Sejpany mn'lertebuster $3<d intafaith. marmiages <o-aot-ené-up in-murdee! 12
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To bring forth the prevalence of domestic violence in India,
here are some eye-opening statistics on the same. The fifth
NFHS round (2019-21) shows that 31.5% of Indian women
in the 18-49 age group have experienced physical and sex-
ual violence at least once.[1] (htps//www.sabrangindia.in/article/hate-
buster-aaftab-poonawalla-shraddha-murder-case-had-nothing-do-
religion#f_ftn1) The NFHS data further shows that multiple fac-
tors affect the likelihood of such violence against women -
such as age, education, income, etc. While 18.3% of women
aged between 18 and 19 have suffered sexual or physical vi-
olence either in the last year or in their lifetime, this num-
ber increases with the age of the women (to 35.3%) till the
30-39 year age group. It does come down slightly in the
40-49 age group (35.2%). Compared to urban women, rur-
al women are much more likely to have experienced physi-
cal or sexual abuse. Higher levels of education and income
do contribute to a reduction in the likelihood of physical
violence against women, but they do not completely eradi-
cate it, as the Shraddha case demonstrates.[2]

(hitps/ /www.sabrangintia.in/article/matebuster-aaftab-posnawalla-shraddha-
murder-case-had-pothing-do-religion#f_ftn2)

The World Health Organisation's Global Database on the
Prevalence of Violence Against Women provides a consoli-
dated global database on the prevalence of intimate partner
violence in 158 countries of the world.[3] (attps://www.sabraagin-
dia.in/article/hatebuster-aaftab-poonawalla-shraddha-murder-case-had-neth-
ing-de-religion# fin3) These numbers are based on the latest na-
tional level surveys conducted during the period 2000 to
2018. WHO data shows that 18% of Indian women aged be-
tween the ages of 15 to 49 suffered at least one form of in-
timate partner violence in the preceding 12 months. This
figure puts India in the 33rd highest spot within 156 coun-
tries for which a comparable estimate was available.

hitps Jic prorg anhastooter-50-of - merfa Sonaniagey<t-mot-end - in.mrder! sz
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ygu wlght be iToepukthings in perspective, Indian women are less sus-
(l/ [ - ceptible to intimate partner violence than women in

\ i Bangladesh (23%) and Afghanistan (35%), but more sus-
ceptible than Pakistan (16%), Nepal (11%) and Sri Lanka
(4%), and major industrialised nations in the world. If one
looks at the percentage of women who have suffered inti-
mate partner violence in their entire lifetime, these num-
bers are higher. About 35% of Indian women aged between
15 and 49 have experienced at least one form of Intimate
partner violence in their entire lifetime, placing India in
the 33rd position among 151 countries (for which a compa-
rable estimate was available),

(1] (https:/ lwww.sabrangindiain/article/hatebuster-aaftab-poonawalla-shrad-
dha-murder-case-had-nothing-do-religion#f_ftaref1) National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-5) (rchiips.org) (Wttp=/irchiips.org/nfhs/factshoot_NFHS-5.shtmi)

(2] (https-/ Jwww.sabrangindia.in/article/ hatebuster-aaftab-peonawalla-shrad-
dha-murder-case-had-nothing-do-religion# ftnret?) https://www hindustan-
times.com/iadia-news/women-and-the-menace-of-intimate-partoer-violence-
101668709140890 html (Ittps:/ foww hindustantimes.com/india- nows/women-
and-the-menace-of-intimate-partser-violence-101668709140890 html)

(3] (hitps://www.sabrangindiain/article/ hatebuster-aaftab-peonawalla-shrad-
dha-murder-case-had-nothing-do-religion# _ftnref3) Viokence Against Women
Prevalence Estimates (who.int)

(Wtps/ /www.who.int/publications/i/item/3789240022256)

Related;

Hate Buster! Kolkata cop was not killed by mob protesting Nupur Sharma's anti-
Prophet comments (https://ejp.org.in/hate-buster-meb-protesting-nupur-shar-
mas-anti-prophet-comments-did-not-kill-kolkata-policemany)

Hate Buster: Conspiracy theories about Taj Mahal collapse, yet again
(lltlps:llcjp.urg.hlhate-busler—compiracv-theodes-ahm-m-mahl-colhpw-
yet-again/)

Hate Buster: Nope! Eating from Muslim-owned restaurants does net cause impo-
lence (https://cjp.org.in/hate-buster-sope-eating-from-muslim-owned-restay-
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Hate Buster: Harsha fingade's sister does not support calls to boycott Muslim \ -
businesses (hitps://cip.org.in/hate-buster-harsha-jingades-sister-does-not-sup-
port-calls-to-boyeott-muslim-businesses/)
Hate Buster: Why is the right wing so scared of Sai Baba of Shirdi?
(hitps://cip org in/hate-buster-why-is-the-right-wing-so-scared-of-sai-baba-of-

Hatebuser: BU'S of isterfaith marsupes do oot end up e munder! 1 CIP

shirdi/)

Tags:

ficip-hate-watch (https//cjp.org.in/tag/ejp-hate-watch) Fhate-buster
(https://ejp.orgin/tag/hate-buster) Fhate-hatao (https://cip.org.in/tag/hate-
hatao) #ate-hatao-desh-bachao (hitps://cip.argin/tag/hate-hatao-desh-
bachao) ¥hindetva (https://cjp.orgin/tag/hindutva)

cip in action

(attps/Teip.org.in/eyes-wide-shut-what-aajtaks-coverage-of-ram-navami-
violence-tells-us-about-mainstream-media-in-todays-india/)

Eyes wide shut : what AajTak’s coverage of Ram Navami violence
tells us about mainstream media in today’s India There were viclent

Incidents in many Indlan states, yet malnstream media convenlently presented a
’
one-sided narrative ot CLHY
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VIOLENCE AGCAINST WOMEN
PREVALENCE ESTIMATES, 2018

68 The data show unequivocally -;3‘
that violence agoinst women is =
pervasive globally. 99 v

These are the fust astmates on vidlence
= gaIrst wormen produced duting the United
v Nations Sustainable Development Goals

“‘ 1SDC) era, 2005-2030,

THE 2018 GLOBAL COMBINED ESTIMATES INDICATE THAT OVERALL:

- * physical and/or sexual violence from any current o
aged 140 years former husband or male intimate partner, or to
und . * sexual violence from a non-partner, 9. strangers
30% |'A | 2':'_._,‘..‘:.: ol WOMEn -?'IQ Uantances, fnends, peam, 1eachen nesgnbours,
family membars, or to
#0615 years and 2
oclder * both of these forms of violence combsined

ol least once in their lifetime [ie. since the age of 15)
YL UnCeitality sRerve Ml

~have Dean subected to
; 3‘9’0 {1 27-36%)° cf women
-

. .
’ o On average, 736 ml"IOl"l and up to 852 million women vwho were aged 15 years or oider in 2018
-
n ; {nearly ] in 3 wormen) have mperienced ane or both of these forms of vialence at least once in ther lifetime

l These estimates conlinm that physcal anc ssxusd intimate partner viclence and non-gartner saxual violence
remain parvasive in thea lives of woman and adolescent girks across the globe

DATA COLLECTION

The results are based on data collectad between 2000

I LY el and countnes and
and 2018 Duwing this tme, there has been an increase n the 2000 L areas with 208 nreas with
K bW 223 with
numbesr of countries and areas with at least one | YO ELON - survey dats survey data
based pravalonce survey o

CLOBAL PREVALENCE ESTIMATES OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE

Lifetime prevalence vs Prevalence inthe past | Intimate partner viclence starts early.
12 months ;
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Thiz map shows regional variations between Ifstime and 66 The variations in the prevalence of
past 12 months prevalence of physical endir exual intimate violence seen between countries and
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S
Introduction

The National Family Heakh Survey 2019-21 (NFHS-5), the fifth in the NFHS series, provides information on
population, health, and nutrition for India and each state/union territory (UT). Like NFHS-4, NFHS-5 also
provides district-level estimates for many important indicators,

The contents of NFHS-5 are similar to NFHS-4 to allow comparisons over time. However, NFHS-5 includes
some new topics, such as preschool education, disability, access to a tollet facility, death registration, bathing
practices during menstruation, and methods and reasons for abortion. The scope of clinical, anthropometric,
and biochemical testing (CAB) has also been expanded to include measurement of waist and hip
circumferences, and the age range for the measurement of blood pressure and blood glucose has been
expanded. However, HIV testing has been dropped. The NFHS-5 sample has been designed to provide
national, state/union territory (UT), and district level estimates of various indicators covered in the survey.
However, estimates of indicators of sexual behaviour; husband's background and woman's work; HIVIAIDS
knowiledge, atlitudes and behaviour; and domestic violence are available only at the state/union territory (UT)
and national level.

As in the earlier rounds, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India, designated the
International Institute for Population Sciences, Mumbal, as the nodal agency 10 conduct NFHS-5. The main
objective of each successive round of the NFHS has been to provide high-quality data on health and family
weifare and emerging issues In this area. NFHS-5 data will be useful in setting benchmarks and examining
the progress the health sector has made over time. Besides providing evidence for the effectiveness of
ongeing programmes, the data from NFHS-5 help in identifying the need for new programmes with an area
specific focus and identifying groups that are most in need of essential services.

Four Survey Schedules - Household, Woman's, Man's, and Biomarker - were canvassed in local languages
using Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI). In the Household Schedule, information was
collected on all ysual members of the household and visitors who stayed in the household the previous night,
as weil as socio-economic characteristics of the housahold; water, sanitation, and hygiene; health insurance
coverage, disabilites; land ownership; number of deaths in the housshold in the three years pracading the
survey, and the ownership and use of mesquito nets. The Woman's Schedule covered a wide variety of
topics, including the woman's characleristics, mamage, fertility, contraception, children's immunizations and
healthcare, nutrition, reproductive health, sexual behaviour, HIVIAIDS, women's empowerment, and
domestic violence. The Man's Schedule covered the man's characleristics, marriage, his number of children,
contraception, fertility preferences, nutrition, sexual behaviour, health issues, attitudes towards gender roles,
and HIV/AIDS. The Biomarker Schedule covered measurements of height, weight, and haemoglobin levels
for children; measurements of height, weight, waist and hip circumference, and haemecglobin levels for
women age 15-49 years and men age 15-54 years, and blood pressure and random blood glucose levels for
women and men age 15 years and over. In addition, women and men were requested o provide a few
additional drops of biood from a finger prick for laboratory testing for HbA1c, malaria parasites, and Vitamin
D3.

Readers should be cautious while interpreting and comparing the trends as some States/UTs may have
smaller sample size. Moreover, at the time of survey, Ayushman Bharat AB-PMJAY and Pradhan Manini
Surakshit Malritva Abhiyan (PMSMA) were not fully rolled out and hence, their coverage may not have been
factored in the results of Indicator 12 (percentage of households with any usual member covered under a
heaith insurance/fMinancing scheme) and indicator 41 (percentage of mothers who received 4 or more
antenatal care check-ups),

This fact sheet provides information on key indicators and trends for India. NFHS-5 fieldwork for India was
conducted in two phases, phase one from 17 June 2019 to 30 January 2020 and phase two from 2 January
2020 to 30 April 2021 by 17 Field Agencies and gathered Information from 636,699 households, 724,115
women, and 101,839 men. Fact sheets for each State/UT and District of India are also available separately.




India - Key Indicators

NFHS-§ NFHS -4
Indicators (2019-21) (2015-18)
Population and Household Profile ) " \ Urban Rural  Total Total
1. Femala population age 6 years and shove who ever attendad schoal (%) B25 688 718 LUR
2. Pepulation below age 15 yaars (%) 231 281 265 26
3. Sex ratio of he total population (females par 1,000 males) @5 1087 102 o
4, Sex ratio at birth for children borm in e last five years (lemafes per 1,000 males) 924 1 820 919
5. Chikiren under age 5 yaars whose birth was registered with the ol autorty (%) 3.3 875 LR 0.7
E. Deaths in the last 3 years regatered with the oivil autharty (%) 8.2 e58 70.8 na
7. Popuiation IMing In househoids with alactricty (%) a1 057 e5a 880
& Population INing In householcs with an improved drinking-water sourca’ (%) BT S8 859 044
2 Population Bving in housahoics that use an improved sanilation faclity? (%) 15 648 702 48.5
10. Households wsing clean fuel for cocking® (%) 897 432 588 43.8
11. Households using locized salt (%) 889 930 943 8.1
12. Households with any usual membaer covered under & health insuranca'linancng schame (%) 381 474 410 28,7
13. Children age 5§ years who attended pre-primary school durieg the school year 2018-20 (%) 18_ 1 120 13 B na
Characteristics of Adults (age 15-49 years) R M =S ot
14. Women who are Merate® (%) 830 659 715 na
15. Men who sre Herate! (%) 896 815 844 na
16. Waomen with 10 or mere years of schooling (%) 86.3 BT M0 387
17, Mean with 10 or mare years of schooling (') 62.1 437 502 4
18, Waman who have ever usad the nlamaet (%) 518 246 333 na
19. Men who have ayer uaad tha inlerrat (%) 725 487 571 na
Marriage and Fertliity |
20. Women age 20-24 years married balore age 18 years (%) 147 270 233 268
21. Men age 25-29 years marmied bafore age 21 years (%) 113 211 177 20.3
22. Total fectiliy rata {children par woman) 18 21 20 2.2
23, Women age 15-19 years who were abrsady mothers or pregnant at the tre of the survey (%) 30 T 68 9
24, Adolescent fertlity rale for women age 15.16 years! 27 45 43 51
Infant and Child Mortality Rates (per 1,000 live births)
25. Necnalal moriality rate (NNMR) 18.0 218 249 25
26. Infart mortality rate (IMR) 288 384 352 207
27, Undar-five mortality rate (USMR) 315 457 4195 8.7
Current Use of Family Planning Methods {currently married women age 15-49 years) :
28. Any methed® %) 883 656 Ga.7 535
29, Any modsen method® (%) 585 55.5 565 178
30. Female sterlization (%) 363 38.7 379 B0
31. Make sleriization (%) 0.2 0.3 03 03
32, IUDWPPILD (%) 27 14 21 18
33, PHlI (%) 44 54 a1 41
34, Condom (%) 13.8 76 95 56
35. Injectables (%) 0.4 0e 08 0.2
Unmat Nead for Family Planning (currently married women age 15-49 years)
36. Tolal unemet need” (%) g4 99 £4 129
37, Unmaet need for spacing’ (%) 35 43 40 57
Quality of Family Planning Servicos
33. Heallh werker ever talked to female nen-users about family planning (%) 230 43 249 W
|_39. Currert users ever toki about side affects of cument method® (%) 647 B15 624 468

Note, Maper brdoadons are highigitod n gay.
LHV = Lady heath visitor, ANM = AuxBiary sune midwie; na = Not avalable
'Fipad waler into desiing/yardiplal, ped 1 negldour, guthe pisandpipe, fibe wel o bumhole, prolecied dog wel prolocied sping, teinmwele, lurker ireck, can
AvIS aeral Sark botfed water, comimeerty RO plare
‘Frah o ploed sewe: sysiem, fash 1o sephic 5ok, fush 10 pi latrine, flush 10 don't know whem, ventiated improved pi (VIFxbiogas Tatrne. pit latrine with sab, twin
PROMesTng tolet, which = not sheared with soy othmr hovsahokd, This Indicetcr dosa not dencle sccass © et teclity,
‘Eledricky, LPGnaursd g, Slogas
‘Reteis AN Who comp sandad § or highat and womenimes wiho can t0ad o whale sentence or part of & samence
Watvaiert 13 the a0s-speciia fariity mte for ha Lyour period proceding the survey, spreased n beems of Brths ger 1,000 womes age 15.19
*Ary mabod inchides ofher seshods Pal ane 5oL shows sep v. Any hod Indudes oiher rodem metheds fust afe net shown separsialy
Uit nood for fanily planming sefors 50 locund wome wita am not using conseception but whc wish o pospone the nest bidh (specing) or stiop cidoewiog
allogether (linitng) Specifically, women e consigarsd 15 aave unmet need for spacng 1 they aoe:
AL sk of ecoming pregnant, not USNgG CONtraception, and ether 40 MOl WaN %0 DACONE Progaant WIthn e NENT Te0 YOS, OF S1C LN For woen they wanm 0
bacome pregrant
Pragnant wth o mistined pregrancy,
Foalpartam arnenoihosio for up 10 o yoors Idfiowng ¢ mistimed Lith and not wing cortracepton
Women are considered & have unmet need for leviteg if they are
A1 sk of Deceirirg pregeant, 0l using cortracaption, and waol 0G jmore) chideen,
Fragasat with an unwansted pregnancy
Foslparium aneronmhoelc for up 1o teo years Silowng sn utwanted birth ang not veng contracepton
Womon who are cesalNed 38 WG hive 20 wirned need bocosse Moy aie 20t ol ok of Beoeming pragrest. Unimet need 1or Sasily planning i the sum of unmet
need for spacing ples unimet need for Emng
‘s on current users of fomale Stathzason WOWPRID, injectabies, st pits wha atartnd using thal saethicd 0 the past 5 pears




India - Key Indicators

Indicators

NFHS-§

(2019:21)

Matoral and Child Mealth "~ [ TR ~ 0 Urban' Rumal Total ~ Total
Matomity Care (for last birth In the 8 years bafors th survay)
40 Mothers who had an antonatal check-up in $he firs! Irimestes (%) 754 679 N0 588
41. Mathers whe had a least 4 antenatal care visits (%) 681 S42 581 52
42 Mothers whese last birth was prolectad against neonatal telsnus? (%) .7 o7 2.0 880
43. Mothers who consumed iron folic ackd for 100 cays of male when thoy were pragnant (%) 540 402 44.1 303
44, Mothers who consumad iron folic acid for 180 cays or moie whan they were progrant (%) M4 227 60 144
45, mr)ed pregnancaas for which the mother received a Mothar and Child Protaction (MCP) &9 0963 059 803
46. Mothers who recelvad posinatal care from a doctornursel HVANMImicwifeloher health 848 75.4 780 624
pansonne within 2 days of delvery (%) : v
A7, Average out-of-pocket expenditusn per delivery in a public hasith faclity (Rs.) 3386 270 2918 3197
48. Children bom at home who wora aken 10 a health fachity for a chack-up within 24 hours of 18 43 42 25
birth (%) 2
49. Chikdren who recoivad poetnatal care from a doctornursel HVIANMimidwifs/other bealth 857 785 794 na
personnel wihin 2 days of deiivery (%) e LfS ,
Dalivery Care (for births in the 5 years before the survey) e[ e T T R AR
S0. Institutional births (%) 938 7 B8 789
51, Institulionad bisths in public faclity (%) 526 653 619 521
52. Home birtis that were conducied by skilled haalih personnel ) 21 37 32 43
53. Births attendad by skilled health personnal™® (%) M0 o070 894 814
54, Birihs deliverad by caesarean section (%) 323 176 2116 172
55, Biths in @ private health faciiity that were delivered by caesaman secton (%) 483 480 474 409
6. Births In 8 public heaith facity that were doliversd by cassarean secion (%) 27 118 143 e
Child Vaccinations and Vitamin A Supplementation : _ "
n x ’
57, 3;:'&(?;;2'?;?“8 fuly vactinated based on idermatan from el vacchnation card 756 188 784 820
58 Chkze& ?a 12-23 months fully vaccinated basad on infarmation fram vacenation card 833 840 838 176
0
59, C::ykken #ge 12-23 months who have recalved BCG (%) 947 954 952 918
60, Children age 12-23 monihs who have recaived 3 doses of polid vaccine (%) 72 859 805 728
81. Chidren age 12.23 montha who have received 2 doses of penta of DPT vaccine (%) 860 8.0 7 78.4
52, Chidren age 12-23 months who have recsived the first dose of maasies cortaining
et (?sgw %) 871 €81 879 81.1
3. Chiaven 24-35 months who have received 3 second dose of measies-containl
gt ;’éw %) " 304 324 318 na
54, Chidren age 12-23 manths who have recehwd 3 doses of rotavirus vecore ' (%) 349 370 354 na
65, Chuidren age 12-23 monihs who have recalved 3 doses of panta or hepastis B vaccine (%) 830 %42 839 o248
€6, Chidren age 9-35 months who recoived & vitamin A dose In the fast 6 months (%) 718 Mo 712 6845
67, E:J:dmﬁa;o 12-23 months who recaived mast of their vaccinations in @ pubie health 877 610 945 0.7
ity ; . .
68 Chidven age 12-23 morths who received most of their vaccinatioes i 8 privale heaith "1 16 42 72
facilay (%) { : i
Treatment of Childhood Diseases (children under age 5 years)
69, Prevalonce of diarheea in the 2 weeks prececing tha survey (%) 652 17 73 2.2
70, Chikdran with diarrhoea i the 2 weeks praceding the survey who recenved onal rehydration ’
salts (ORS) (%) ¢ 4 w 625 601 too 5.6
71, Chikdoan with diarrhoaa In the 2 woeks proceding the survey who recaved zing (%) 315 N3 305 2.3
72. Children &? diarhoea in tha 2 wesks praceding tha Survey takan to a health facikty ar health 72.2 80 880 67 9
provider
73. Pm-aler;? of symplems of acute respiratory ndaction {ARI]) In Iha 2 weaks preceding the 24 30 28 27
suney (%) .
74. Childran with lever or sym, ol AR In he 2 weeks Ing the survey aiven 10 @ heslth
cilly o health provider (] cagmon Y 727 618 690 732

NFHS -4
(2015<18)

'Mﬂsmnmmumdnmlmmmbthuhﬁamommnmhnmuamu ol the lact e Wil o thres of o
Poctinns e laat within smmu-mum-.wlwumnmm (e et wihin Wynmdhnhmm&!{gu(mnrmonbuumulw&noplubh

st i
"Docemarse IVIANMATidwie/aher heath persannml

"Vacanated with BCG, measies<ontnsing vacdne IMCV)WELMAMILMeasies, socd 3 donen each of pobo Prhading oo vacche given al biehh) and DPT o pents

yooone,
Amang childeen whose vecsinsion Gl wis sHown 10 e Nlerrewsr, porcontage fod wits BCO, A tainicg

e (MCVIMAMMAMaases, and 3

doses oach of palic (ewtuding 3000 vikeine Given &L D) ed OFT or conls waciee
Yot nCsing polo vaccinalion given ot bich.
"3mmm;nm|h-mmmnu-mumawm. iz levels ahaadd 0t bo Comparnd




Indicators

NFHS-5
(2018.21)

NFHS4
(2015-18)

Indicators

Child Foeding Practices and Nutritional Status of Children « .
75. Children under ape 3 years braastfed within ona haur of birth™ (%) “7 407 4143 418
78. Chikiren under age 8 months exdusively breastfed'® (%) 596 E51 83.7 549
77. Children age 6-8 moaths receiving sold or sami-solid food and breastmilk™ (%) §20 438 459 427
78. Bleastieeding children age 8-23 months recelving an adaquate diet'™ "' (%) 1na 108 1.1 87
78, Non-breastfeeding chidren age 0-23 menths receiving an adeguate diet' '™ (%) 14.2 120 127 143
80. Total childron age 6-23 montha receiving an adequate e’ 17 (%) 12.3 10 113 o8
81, Children under 5 years who are stunted (height-for-age)' (%) 30.1 373 355 a4
B2 Chilcren under 5 years who are wasled (weight-for-height) ™ (%) 185 165 193 210
B3. Chilcken under 5 years who are severely wasted (weight-far-haight)™ (%) T. .7 7.7 75
B4, Cridron under 5 years who ara underwaight (waight-tor-age)'® (%) 273 338 21 358
85, Chiikan under 5 years who are ovarweight (welght-for-neight™® (%) 42 32 34 21

Nutritional Status of Adults (age 15-49 yoars) 7 ,

86, Woman whose Body Mass Index (BMI) i below normal (BMI <185 kgim?7" (%) 152 212 187 229
87. Men whose Body Mass Index (BM1) is below noemal (BMI <18 5 kg'm?) (%) 13.0 178 16.2 202
88. Woman who are overweight or obess (BMI 25,0 kg/im?) (%) 2 197 240 206
89. Men who are averweight or cbese (BMI 225 0 kp/m?®) (%) 28 193 229 169
80. Women who have nigh risk waisi-to-hip ratl (20.85) (%) 9.9 552 587 ra
| ©1. Men who have high risk waisi-lo-hip ratic (20.90) (%) 901 AG4 a7 ra

Anaamia among Children and Adults
2. Chilcren aga 6-58 monsdhs who are ansemic (<11.0 gidl)™ (%) 842 683 &7 €38
93. Non-pregnant woman age 15-49 years who are anaemic (<12.0 g/ol)* (%) 541 587 572 532
4. Pregnant women age 15-49 years who are anaemic (<11.0 g/al ™ (%) 457 543 522 804
95. All wamen age 1549 years who ara anasmic™ (%) §3.8 58.5 570 531
95, All wormen age 15-19 years who are anasmic™ (%) §6.5 60.2 89,1 541
7. Nen age 15-46 yaars who o ansemic (<13.0 gidl) ™ %) 204 274 250 227
98. Men age 15-16 years who are anaemic (<13 0 gidl) = (%) 50 339 319 20.2

Blood Sugar Lovel among Adults (age 15 years and above)

Women

59, Blood sugar wel - high (141-180 mgMdn? (%) 67 59 61 na
100, Blood sugar levei - very high (»160 mg/dif™ (%) a0 55 63 na
‘ 101, g:’ouog w,mx - TiQh o very high (> 140 midl) or taking medicne o control blocd 18.3 1‘2 a 128 o
Men
102. Blood sugar sevel - high (141-160 mgdlP™ (%) 78 7.0 73 na
102, Blood sugar keval - vary high (>180 mg/dl|® (%) 85 8.5 72 na
104, ?:}o: Luaa’!llml = hagh ar very hign (>140 mgid) o taking medicine to cantiol bood 1790 145 156 -
Hypertonsion among Adults (age 15 years and above)
Women
105, Mikdh - f ]
as t;'::!,gue'::e;au:; !r:lno"?dup:‘:;}s;?(&stoic 140-158 mm of Hg and'or 3.6 1.9 124 d
106. Mpdeutc’y or severely elevated blood pressure (Systobc 2160 mm of Hg analor 52 52 52 o
Diastolic 2100 mm of Hg) (%) ' .
107. Elevated blood pressure (Systelic 2140 mm of Mg andlor Diastolic 290 mm of Hg) or taking nE 202 213 %
medicng 1o contral blood pressure (%) ; ’ -
Man
108, Midly clevated biood pr re (S ; 140- f
Dm¥oﬁc o dpngsr%jfo)'olub 0-158 mm of Mg and/or 171 15.0 157 na

108, Moderately or seversly slevatad blood pressure (Systoic 2160 mm of Hg andior 50 5.5 57 =
Diastobc 2100 mm of Hg) (%) c

110. Elevaled dlood pressure (Systollc 2140 mm of Hg andor Disstolc 90 mm of or {akin
medicihe to contol m(gymmgq_ly)_ ? - ' %8s 27 240 e |

“Based on the st chid Bom In Be 3 yoars bedore e survey

“Hased on the younpest child IMng with the mother

TBresstiod chikdies recebang 4 or rom food Foupe and @ minimum e beguenty, ronSremifed chidres fed with & mitereum of 3 [rdant acd Young Chid Feeding
Practices (Jed with other mik or mik products atleast téce a day. @ minirum med Faquency Bl is, scanving solid or ssmi-adiid $o0d af least twios a day for breastied

Infants &8 morths and o least theoe Srrus & day for bresstfed chdom #-23 montts, and S0bd o Semb-aoiid fO00s DoN 1 Ieast 1our 1000 Sronds 908 Ichalng e mike of
mik seoducts food group)

“Heow -2 slardurs devistians, bassd on the WHD standand

Miniow -1 standart devistions, based on fe WHO stancwd

Fahove +2 standand devatons, bassd o the 'WHO standand

P Emciudos prognust wormes med womes wah 8 S5 i the precedng 2 morms

Haaroghsbn in grams per deciire (o). Amosg chidien, sravelencs it sshining for slifsade, Among aduts, pravalence i3 adisiad for sittude and for smoking stahus,

A incwn, As NFHS wses the capllary tlood for edtisation of ansemia the ety of NIYESS need not be comparsd with ofhec serveys using vensus tood,
P2 an00m Hood ssger messaremact
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\ g 2 India - Key Indicators

NFHS.5 NFHS -4
(2019-21) (2015-18)

Indicators

Screening for Cancer among Adulls (age 3049 years) UL BT Urban o Rural - Tota) Total
Women
111 Ever undergone & screening test for cervical Cancer (%) 22 1.7 1.9 na
112 Evar undargone o broast examinalion for breast cancer (%) 1.2 0.7 08 ra
113 Ever undergane an oral cawly examination for oral cancer (%) 1.2 0a 09 na
Mean
' 14. Ever undargone an oral cavity examination for oral cancer (%) o SR : 10 13 12 na
Knowledge of HIVIAIDS among Adults (age 1549 years) ) O 200 o L S S T
115 Women who have comprenansive krowledge™ of HIVIAIDS {%) 288 18.2 218 208
116, Men who have comprebensive krowledge™ of HIVIAIDS (%) s 0.7 325
117 \gfzmggt(\;;tm hat consistant condern use can reduce the chance of gelung 76.1 847 68.4 549
118. Men wha know that consistent candom use can reduce the chance of geltieg HIVIAIDS (%) 86.4 98 420 774
Women's Empowerment (women age 1548 years) N e :
118 Currenily married women who usualy particpale n three nowseheld deciskons® (%) 810 877 8e.7 240
120. Wemen who worked in the last 12 months and wers paid in cash (%) 250 256 54 248
121. Women cwning a hause sndlor tand {alona of joindly with others) (W) 383 Ny 43.3 84
122, Women having a bank or savings account that they thamsahws use (%) pos 74 8.6 530
123, Women having a mobile phone that they themselves use (%) 804 6.6 540 459
124, \'fnv:nn:rr:‘:g:e:zjg ',;a;s who use hyglenic metheds of protaction during their 804 723 773 575
Gondor Based Violence (age 18.49 years) !
125. Ever-mamiec woman age 18-40 years who have evar sxperienced spousal viclence?? (%) 242 5o 93 3.2
126. Evar-married wemen age 18-49 yaars who have experienced physical violenca during any 25 3.4 31 39
pregnancy (%) ; -
127. Young women age 18-29 years who experienced sexual violance by age 18 (%) 11 1.6 1.5 15
Tobaceo Use and Alcohol Consumption among Adults (age 15 years and above)
128 Women age 15 years and above who use any king of tebacco (%) 54 109 3@ na
129. Men age 15 yaas and above who use any kind of abacco (%) 200 427 3.0 na
130, Weman age 15 years and above who consumme alcohal (%) 06 16 1.2 ra
131. Men age 15 years and abave who consume alcohiol b T . : 16.5 19.9 128 na
Hlompenense nowledgn means knowing that consissent use of condoma avery Srme Bey Aove sex asd Bawng et ooe unifected tathitd sex pariner can redace e
g\‘/?:;)?: geting HIVINDS, krowing that s haaihy looking pesson san have HVWDS, and rRociig VG oMM MISCencepions abols 1r ion or prevenion of

FOeckions alowt hoath cars for twesed, MK Mo fousahold pachases and viads o bar farmdy of relslives
*Localy prepaced napking, saniary naghing, tameorns. and nendliud cups e contidaned 1o be hpgievn mattnds of pretlochon
Tapostal volence is defined & physcal andr sesual voiorcs
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Vision: “To position IIPS as a premler teaching and research institution in population scences responsive 10 eMerging
national and global needs based on values of inclusion, sensitivity and rights protection.”

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR POPULATION SCIENCES

Mission:  “The Irstitute will strive to be a centre of excellonce on population, health and development issues through high
quality education, teaching and research. This will be achieved by (8] creating competent prafessienals, (b)
generating and disseminating sciantific knowledge and evidence, (¢} colaboration and exchange of knowledge, and
|d) advocacy and awareness.”

T e Sy YIS
el bka L

For additional information, please contact:

Director/Principal Investigator (NFHS-5)
International Institute for Population Sciences
Gavand| 5% ation Road, Deonar
Mumbal - 400 088 {India}
Telephone: 022 - 42372467
Emall: nfhs52017 @gmall com, director@lipsingia,ac.in
Website: htsp://www lipsindia.ac.in

http://www . rchilps.omg/nfhsfindex.shtml

Director General {Stats.)

Minlstry of Health and Family Weolfare
Government of India

Statistics Dvwvision

Indian Red Cross Society Building

New Delhi 110 001 (India)

Telephone: 011 - 23736979 or 23350003
Emait sandhya kS nic.in

Deputy Director General (S1ats.)
Ministry of Health and Family Weilare
Government of India

Statistics Divigian

Indian Rad Cross Sociaty Building

New Dethl 110 001 {India)

Telephone: 011 -23736982

Emai: de.opa@gav.in

Website: http://www.mohlw.gov.in

3 S ANERE

Technical assistance and additicnal funding for NFHS-5 was provided by the USAID-suoperted Demographic and Health Surveys [DHS) Program,
ICF, USA, The contents af this pubilication do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the Urited States Govermnment

{="USAID

w,\w j FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE a: V’A
ADVOCATS

The apinions in this publication do not necessarily redlact the views of the funding agendes
For additional nformation on NFHS-S, vigh hittp//www. igsindia acin o hitpy/ /weww mohifw.govn
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

+  Expenence of violence from anyone; Thirty percent
of women hieve exponienced physcal volance since age
15, ond G percert have ever oxparenced sexual
viglenca in their lifesme Four percant of ever-pregnant
women have axperenced physical vialence durng any
oregnancy.

«  Spousal violnce: Thitty-ree percent of ever-marrisd
woman have axperienced physicsl, sexual, or emotiors!
spousal violence, Tho mosl coenmen type of spowsal
vioknce 18 physical violence (30%) followed by
amolicnal viclenca (14%), Seven percent of ever-
Mamied women have expenenced spousal sexual
violencs.

« Trends In spousal physical or sexuasl violence:
Evor-mamed women's ever sxperance of spausal
ohysical or sexual violence has dedined from 37 percant
in NFHS-2 % 31 parcent in NFHS4, howeaver, thore has
been no changs In women's axpedence of spaussl
physical or sexual vialence In Ihe 12 months precedeg
each survey (24% in both NFHS-3 and NFHS-4)

* Injurles due to spowsal viofence: Ons-feurlh of
evermarned women who have experienced spoussl
physical or sexual violenca rapart exparioncing physical
njunies, induding 8 percant who have had eye Injuries,
sprains, dislocalions, or bums and 5 percent who have
hag daep wounds, brokan Qores, broken teeth, ar any
cther serious njury.

¢ Help soeking: Only 14 parcent of waman wha have
Experencad physical or sexaal viokence by anyone hava
sought halp to stop Ihe viokence, down from 24 parcan!
n NFHS-3,

Incrensing research has hightighted the health bardees, itergeneratioenl effects, and demographic CONSCQUENCEs

of such violence. Gendessbased viokenoe & defined by e United Natioss s iy act of vielesce that results i
physical, sexual or psychological herm or suffering 0 women, girls, men, and boys, as woll as threats of such oots.
coercin, of the arbitrury deprivation of liberty. This chapter focuses on domestic vindence, ane of e most commaon forms
of geeder-based vinlerce ngninst woomen,

Gcmkr-hu\l violence ugaingt women s boo acknowledged worldwide as i violstion of basko human rights
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Domestic violence has been recognized since 1983 as & cominal offence under Indian Pecal Code 498-A. However, it was
not until the enactenent of the Protection of Women from Doamestic Violerce Act 2005 (PWDVA), which came [rto effect in
2006, thot civil prosections were afforded to victims of domestic viokence, The PWDVA provides a definition of domestic
violeace that ks comprebersive and includes all foms of phiysical, emotional, verbal, sexual, ard economic vielence, and
covers both setusl acts of sach violence and threats of violence. In adidition, the PWDVA recognizes marital rape and covers
homssment in the form of unlawful dowry demands 25 a form of abuse The Act requires the appointment of protaction
officers 1o assist victing, and further acknowledges the importance of collaboration between the government and extemal
organizations o protecting women, Primarily meant to provide protection from domestic viokence for wives and female
live~in partners ot the hands of hushands and male livesin partness or their relatives, the PWDVA as been extended 10 also
prosect women lving in a bousehold, such s sisters, widows, or mothers. Howeves, despite the PWDVA, vickence against
wounen and girls continwes 1o be a major challenge and o thrent 50 womea's empowermeent in (nedin,

To help Inda monilor progress tfoward seducing domestio viclence, NFHS<! included a module of questioes on domestic
viokence that was adminisiered In the subsample of houseiwalds tat were seleciex for the stae module. A smilar module
was also included in NFHS-3, allowing for compariscns aver time. In 2ccordonce with the World Health Organization’s
guidelines on the ethical collection of infoemation on domestic violence, only one eligible woman per household was
rmndomly selecied for the module, and the module was not implemented I privacy could not be obtained. In total, 83,397
women wore selecied for the domestic viekence questions asd 79,729 completed the module, Only 4 percent of women
eligidde for the domestic vieleace module could not be succesafully istorviewed with the moshile because privacy could net
bz obtained or for cther reasons. Specinl weights were used to adjnst for the selection of only oo woman per honsehiold and
10 ensure that the domestic violence subsumple was nationally representative,

16.1 MEASUREMENT OF VIOLENCE

In NFHS-4, information wis obrained From nover-masriod women on their expenience of vialence committed by anyone and
from ever-married women on their experience of violence corumitted by their current and fonne hushends and by others,
More specifically, vioksice committed by the currest hushand for cusrently maried women and by the mast recent hushand

for tormerly married women was measered by asking all ever-married wamen if their husband ever did the followisg
them:

Physical sponsal violesee: push you, shake you, or throw something 3 you; slap you; twist your arm or pall your
Buair; panch you with his fist or with something that could bt you: kick you, drag you, or beat you upy; try 10 choke
you or bum you en purpase, or threaten or attack you with a knife, gun, or any other weapon

Sexuni spousal viokence: physcally force you to hisve sexual intercourse with him even when you did nos wast o]
plysically forco you to perfocm any other sexsal sots you did not wang w; Sarce you with theeats oc In any olher way
to perfoms sexual acts you dil not want ko

Emotional spousal viokence: say or do something to humiliate you in frost of others; theeaten to hurt oe barm you
07 someose Close 10 you, Insult you or make you feel had about yoursel!

In addition, information was obtaleed from ol women (married and unmarnied) about physical violence comumitted by
peyone {other than o qsrrent o most recent usband)) since they were age 1S by asking if anyone had hit, slapped, kicked, oe
done something ele o hurt them physically, All women were asked nbout the experience of sexnal vioknee committed by
ayune (ather than n carrent or most recent hushand) by asking if at any time in their [ife, as a chikl or a3 an adult, they were
forced n any way 10 have sexual intercourse or % perform any other sexual acts when they did oot want 1o do. Finally,

women who had ever been pregnant were asked about their experience of phiysical violence commitied by nnyone during
HIY Pregoancy.
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16.2 WONEN'S EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL VICLENCE

Physical violence by anyone

Women who have sxperenced any physical volence (cornimitted Dy & husband
or anyone eke) since age 15 and in the 12 months proceding the survey.
Sample: Women age 1549

Thirty percent of womes age 15-49 in India have experienced physical violerce since age 15, and 21 percent huve
experienced physical viokence in the 12 months preceding the survey (Table 16.1), Amang women who have ever been
pregnant, & percent hive expericaced physical vioknce dering any peegnancy (Table 16.2 and Figure 16.1),

Figure 16.1 Violence during Pregnancy by Lovel of
Schooling

Percentoge of ever-pragnont women age 15-49 who have experienced
physical violence during ony pregnancy
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Trends: During the 10-year pedod between NFHS-3 and NFHS-, the perocatape of wonsen age 1349 wio have
experiencedd physical violence since nge 15 $as doclined by 4 percentage pots frons its level In NFFS<Y (34%) however,
during the same period, the parcentage who haye experienced phiveical violence in the past 12 movehis has increased skightly
by about 2 peecentuge polnts from 19% in NEHS-3

Petterns by background characierivtics

¢ Women’s experience of physical violence increnses with age, from 17 percent among wormen age 15-19 to 35 pereent
among women age 4049, In addition, the expericace of violence is meich less comsnon aMoag never-merricd women
than smong women who bave ever been marricd (Table 16,1 and Figure 16.2).

*  The experience of physical vioksxe & more common dUnung wamer in raral arcas (32%) than among wamen in urban
nreas (25%)

¢ Women's expenience of violence declines sharply with women's schooling and wealth y schooling, the perventage of
wonen who report physical violeace declines from 41 percest among women with no schooling to 17 percent among
women with 12 or more yeas of schooling, Similarly, the experience of physical violenee ranges from 40 percent
among wostkn in the fowest weulth quintie to 19 percent IMOng womers in the highest wealth quintile.,

*  Women who are employed are more likely 1o experience physical violence tan women who are ot einployed. For

example, 39% of women eployed for cash, compared with 26% of women whao are sot employed have experenced
physical vioknce since age 15 years,
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Figure 16.2 Women's Experience of Violence by
Marital Status

Percentage of women oge 15-49

® Never mamios 8 Currently married
Married, geaca not performed & Widoweddivercadseperaind'dmsented
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phyaleal vicheice since age 16 sexus viglance

16.2.1 Perpotrators of Physical Violence

Ameog eve-married wamen age 1549 who have experienced plyysical violenee since nge 15, 83 percent report their
current husbands as perpetradors of the violenke and 7 percest report fonmer hushands as perpetrators (Table 16.3). For
neversmarmied women who lave experienced physical viclenoe sinoe age 15, the most common perpetrators include
mothers or step-mathers (60725}, fathers or siep-fathess (1296), sisters or brodhers (26%), and teachens (15%)

16.3 EXPERIENCE OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Soxual violence

Wemaen who have axpedenced any sexual viclence (comeitied by a husband or
anyone eise) aver and in the 12 months pracacing the survey
Sample: Womer age 15-49

16.3.1 Prevalance of Sexual Violence

Womnen age 1549 wore asked if they had ever expericnoed sexual violence by anvane a5 0 child or 28 an adull. Oversll, 6

percent of women report baving experienced sexval violencs ever in their lifetime, dovn from 9 percent in NFHS-3 (Table
16.4)

Patterms by backgroend characreristics

»  Women's expericnce of sexuml viclence is lower among wonkn age 1519 (3%) #ud woinen age 20-24 (5%%) than
amang alder women (7%) {Table 16.5)

Experience of sexaal viokenos decrenses sharply with schooling from 9 percent among women with no schooling to 3
percent among women with 12 or moee yeans of schoolisg. Womsen's experience of sexual violence declines similarly

with wealth from 10 percent among women in the lowest wealth quistile 1o 3 percent among women In the highest
wealth quintile,

o Widowed, divorced, separated, or desented women and women fram "athes” religions s far more Tikely than any other
women 1o repeet having experienced sexual violence (both 13%)

636 « Dumeshc Yolence




L

16.3.2 Parpetrators of Sexual Violence

NFHS< shows that sexual viclence s most ofien committed by dividunls with whemn women have an islimte
relationship, Among ever-married women age 1549 who have ever experienced sexual vickence, 83 percent report (hear
current hushand sad 9 percent report a former hasband as perpetimors. Among the never-married women who reported
sexudd violence, the most comimon perpetralons were “ofhiet” relatives (30%6), followed by 4 current or former bayfriend
(16%%), thedr own frieml oe scguaintance (15%), and o family friend (13%). Noo-trivial percentages of never-married women
repoct strangers (636) s leashers (594) a3 porpetmtors (Talde 16,6,

16.4 EXPERIENCE CF DIFFERENT TYPES OF VIOLENGE

Fhysical violerce snd sexual vickence may nof ocoxr in isalation; rather, women may experience n combination of different
Gpes of viokeuce, Tweoty-five pecceat of wamen age 15-49 bave experenced physical violenee only, | percent have
experienced sexunl vielenoe only, and § porvent have experienced both physical unsd sexual viokence. Overall, 30 percent of
women age 1549 in Indin have experienced physical oe sexual violence (Table 16,7). The percentage of wemén who have
experienced physical oc sexual viokence mnges from § percent i Sikkim 1o 4446 percent In Amdhea Pradesh, Telangam,
Tansl Nadu, asd Manipur.

16.5 MaRITAL CONTROL BY HUSBAND

Marital control

Weenan whaose current husband (f currently marsiod) or most recent husband (if
formerly maried) demonstrates al less! ane of the following convoling
behaviours. is jealoes or angry if she taks ¥ alher man; frequently actusss hor
of being unfaithfiat coes not permit her to mee! her famale friands; tries %o Tmit
hot conlact with her family; insists on knowing whare she is al a8 times: and does
not irust her with any manay

Sample; Ever-marred women age 1549

Atlemapts by hashands 10 clasely comtrol and monitor their wives' behaviowr are important curdy warning signs and
corelates of violesce in a relationship. Because the concentration of hehaviowrs is more significant than the display ol sy
single bebaviour, the proportion of wonen whose busbands dspliy ot kast three of the specificd behaviours is also
discussed in s sucticn,

Tweaty-sevon porcent of ever-marvied women report that their hashand s jealous o angry i they talk to other e, 24
pereent repart that he does not trust them with any woney, 22 percont report thae e doss wol permit them (o mees their
forrmle friends, 20 percent report that he insists on knowing where they ae ot ull times, 17 perceist report st e tries to Jimit
theircontact with teir fumilics, and 9 perceat repont that e frequently acenses thee of beéng unfuithfisl. Dverall, 19 percent
of eversmarried women repont that tekr husbaad displays three o more of the specified behaviours and 50 pereent repont
that he Gsplays none of them (Table 16.8).

Patterns by background characteristics

e Women's reports of controlting behaviours by thelr husbands decling with age. Overall, the peroentage of ever-marricl
women whose fusbands display st least three of the specified behavicurs ranges from a high of 28 percent anong
women age 15-19 % 17 percent among women age 40-4Y (Table 16.8).

e Women's experience of at least theoe marital control behaviours i higher i rural arcas (21%%) than wn urban mrcas
(15%), and deciines with women's schooling and wealth.

* By rligion, women belonging 1o “other” religions are most likely (26%) 10 report o least theee marital control
beluviours, and Buddhisa™Neo-Buddhist women are least likely 1o do so (8%).
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*  Wonsen's reparts of hushand's controlling behavicars vary greatly by whether the respondert is afruid of her husband
or et While 10 percent of women who say that they are never afraid of their hushand repart at kast three controlling

teluviours by their husband; this percentage is 39 percent among women who ase aftaid of their busband most of the
time,

16.86 FORMS OF SPOUSAL VIOLENCE

Spousal violence

Women who have experienced any of the specified asts of physical, sexual, or
emotional viokence commitied by their current husband {f currently married) or
thair most racant husband (if formerly marned), over and n the 12 months
precadng the survey

Sample: Ever-mariad woman age 15-49

16.6.1 Provalence of Spousal Violonce

One<thind of ever-masricd women (13%) have ever eaperienced spousal physical, sexunl, oc emotionnl viekence by their
current hustand (for currcatly mearbed woanen) or tieir imost recent husband { for formerly married women), and 26 percent
have experienced at least cos of these forms of viokence in the 12 months preceding the survey (Table 16,9

Thirty percent of ever-married women have experienced spousal physical violeace, wilh 23 percent experiencing this type
of vielence i the past |2 manths, Seven percent have experienced spowsal sexual violenoe, with § percent experiencing this

type of violence In the past 12 months. Spousal emotional vioknce wis reported by 14 percent of ever-nuarried wormen, and
11 porcent reported such violence in the past 12 months,

Of the acts of physical viokence commitied by -
the current or most recent hasbands, the most  Figure 16.3 Types of Spousal Violence

common type is slapping, roported by 27  PceaTage of ever-marned women age 1549 who hove ever
percent of ever-marmied women. Thiteen  S*Penenced specified acts of spousa! physical or sexual wolence
percent of women reporied being  peshed,

shoken, or baviag something tsrown at theay, wmr”“ e Eoﬂ

11 peroemt reported having thelr aem twisied

or hair pulled; and $-9 percent each reported Twistmd Sme xrm or pulied har hale — 10

being punched with the fist or with samething - 7.4

that could hurt them o being kicked, dragged, . - — 25
oc beaten up. Two percent of women reposted 6.9

that thewr nsband tried to choke or bum themn Panched har with his St or with

: saimiing that coaid burt Ser
00 purpose and | percent reponied e their .

hussband bad theeaterned or attacked them with

Kickad har, deagped bar, of baat hee up

n knife, gun, or other weapon, The form of i &3
sexual vioknce mast commanly reporied by Trinel o choks her or tem dae o I 1.5
women was that their husband wsed physical prIvRsS 12
force to have sexusd infercourse when they did Threateoied har o attacked her wen o | 0.8

ool want to (65%), Four peecent reported that Sofie. GUn, Of sny 0ther Weapon 0s
thelr hushand foroed them with threats or (0 Physkesy Rrced her 1o have sexist X

. Irtevcowrse wil him even when st dis
other ways 10 perform sexual acts they did not not want o i 44
want o, sad 3 percent reported that their  suiead ber o potorm any sevunl sats [l 25
hashand forced them 1o perfoem other sexual sha did not ware 10 N 24
acts they did not want to (Figare 16.3), Forsad bar with fhrasis or in amy cther %6
way 1> parfors any savusl acts she did ' 30 SEver “Past 12 Monthe
not want o
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Wamen reporting emotional viokenc: were most likely 1o report that their hushund said or did samething to humilinte them
in front of others (10%), followed by their husband nsutting them or making them foel bad about themselves (8%%). Six
percent of women ssid that their busbaed thresened to Tt or Jann therm or somoone close o e

Women who were married more than omce were also
asked nbous spousal physical o sexual violeoce by sy Figure 16.4 Trends In Spousal Violence

other hustand, Thiry-one percent of ever-married Percentage of ever-married women age 15-49 who

wormen have ever expericaced spousal physical or sexual [ ; 4 hstcal or I vl
violence conmatied by sy busband, only shighely higher e Spausel ESnEAtIOR e

thats the percentage of women who bave experizncsd
physical or sexual violence commitied by the curvent or
most recent husband (Table 16.9), Durisg the 12 nionths SNFHS-3 = iFIS4
before the survey, 24 percent of ever-married wonen
experienced physical or sexual violeace by any hushand,
eiaher current ar previous (1'able 16,9 and Table 16,10),

T

R

Hiz,r 24

y

Trends: The percentige of wamen who  ever ] é_'
expericaced one or more of the three types of spousl BN
violence by Uweir current or mest recent hushand r
declined i the 10 years since NFHS-3, Overal, -
women's ever experience of spoasal physical or sexual Ever In ihe past 12 months
violence declined from 37 percent in NFHS-3 0 31 peroent m NFHS-4, However, tere his been no decline in the
pereentagze of women who experionced sposal physical or secun! viokence In the 12 months preceding each survey (24% in
both NFHS.3 and NFHS-4), Woexn's over experience of snwtional viokence declined stightly from 16 percent in NFHS-3
10 14 percest in NFHS-S (Figure 16.4)

Patterns by buchground characteristics

* Ever experience of one ¢ mors forms of spousal violerse by over-married women incrosses sharply with women's
number of fiving children, from 24 percent among wonsn with no chikdren to 43 pereent wnoeg wosnes with five or
more chilfdren Table 16.11)

o Wamen in ruml arcas are more likely (36%) than women in urbun arcas (28%) 1o expenience o or more forms of
aposal violence.

o Although all formns of spousnl vialence dectine sharply with sehealing and wealth, alswos | vut of § woanen (15-19%6)
wilh 12 or more years of schooling and women who are in the bighest wealth quistile report baving ever expericnced
phiysical, sexunl, or emotionnl spousal vioknce,

¢ Intergenersionl effects of spousal violence are evidert in India Women who report that their futhers beat thei
mothers are mvach more ikely (58%) to have tbemselves experienced spousdl vinkence thas women who report that
thesr fathers did not beat Seir mothers (26%),

atterns by hushand s characteristics and erpowerment indicators

*  Buscd oo women's reports of their experience of spousal viokencoe, Busbands who have oompleted 12 or moee years of
schooling e hall as likely (2196) o conmit phyvicel, sexusd, o emotional spossal viokence than husbands with no
sehooling (45%). Natably, the varistion in spousal vialence by women's ows cdiscation is sinslar to the varlatios by the

education of their hushand (Table 16.12).

*  Women in couples in which the husband and wife have equal anwants of schooling mre bess likely (24%) w have
experienced spousal violence than women in couples in which nelther attended schoal (46%) o one or the olher bas
more schooling,

Domasis Woleios « 869



e The likelihood of experiencing spousal vieknce
increnses sharply with the number of marnital coatrol
behaviours displayed by husbands, 73 percent of
women whose husbands displayed 54 of (he
specified marital control behaviours have ever
experierced spousal violencs, compared with 19
percent of women whose hushands did not display
aoy specified behaviours,

* Experience of spoesal phvsical oe sexusl violence
varies greatly with e level of the busband's
slcohol  consumption.  Seventy<ne  percent  of
women whose hesbands often pet drunk have
experienced spousal physical or sexual violence,
compared  with 22 percent of women whoso
husbands do not drink aloshol (Figure 16.5)

Figure 16.5 Spousal Violence by Husband's
Alcohol Consumption

Percentage af ever-marrled wumen who frave ever experienced
spousal physioal ov texval vialence
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= Women's experience of spousal vickenze doss not vary limcarly with women™s participamtion ls houselold decision
rraking and their acceptunee of wife beating. However, more thas 40 peroest of the women who agree with 3-7 of the
specifieod reasons foe wife beating have experienced spowsa] violence, camparad with 239 of women who agree with po

reason for wife beating.

Figure 16.6 Spousal Violence by State/UT

Percentage of ever-morried women age 15-49 who have ever
experienced spousal physical, sexunl. or emotional wolence
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¢ Fearof busbard aad speasal vioknee are highly correlated. Women who ssy that they are alrid of their lusband most
of the time are maost Iikely to bave ever expericneed spoused vioknae (58%), followed by woenen whvo are sonetimes
afraid of their husbands (32%), Amwong women who say that they we never afraid of their hishand, 20 percent have
expericnced spousal vieknce,

o Women's experience of any spousal physical, sexual, or emotional vicleece varies greatly by ssate, from 4 percod of
wormen in Sikkim and 7 peroent in Himachal Pradesh to 45-46 peroant of women in Telangaca, Bihar, Andhra Prdesh,
and Tamil Nadu and 35 peroent in Manipur (Table 16,13 and Figure 16.6).

Table 15.14 shows when spousal violence first ocourred in relation to the start of marmiage for women mueried only enee,
Among curreotly married women sge 15-49 who have been mauried only omce, 12 percont lirst experienced spousal
violence within the first 2 years of marriage and 23 porcent experienced such violence within S vesrs. This suggests that a
large propartios of spewsal violence begins carly in marriage

16,7  INJURIES TO WOMEN DUE 10 SPOUSAL VIOLENCE

Injuries due to spousal viclence

Women who have the foliowing types of injunies from spousal viclence: cuts,
bruises, o aches: severe bums; aye injuies. speains, dislocations. or bams;
deop wounds, brokan bones. broken teeth, or any other sarious injuries
Sample: Ever-marred women age 1549 who have experienced physical or
sexual viokence commitied by ther current hustand (if currently masried) or most
racont husband (# farmady martied)

Amang ever-married wamen who have experenced any spousal physical or sexual violence, one-fourth have sustained
some kind of injury, md the percentage who bave been injured is similar for wamen who have over expericnced spousal
violence and have experienced itin the past 12 mooth (Table 16.15)

Cuts, bretses, or schies are the wost common types of mjuries (21%) reported by women who have experienced spousal
physical or sexual viokenee, However, 8 percent of women who experienced spousal physical or sexual vioknes report
mricas injurics like eye injurics, sprabns, dalocations, or bums and § peroent have had desp wounds, broken bones, or
braken teeth. Three percent report haviog experienced severe bums,

Treods: Among women who have experienced spousal violence, the percentages who have received Injurles bus deciined
smoe NYHS-3, when this percentage wis 38 percent. This decline is largely due to the lower percentage of women who
report receiving ears, braises, or whes. Other forms of mere serious njwries lave slso dedined except severe burns which
incroasod from 2 peecent %0 3 percent in the 10 yoars since NFHS-D.

16.8 VIOLENCE INITIATED BY WOMEN AGAINST HUSBANDS

Initiation of physical viclence by wives

Woman who have ever hil, slapped, kickad, or done anything else to physically
huit theie current (¢ camently masmad] o most recent (If fermerly married)
husband 3t times whon ha was not already beating or physically hurting ber

Sample: Eversmarriad woman age 15-49

Four percest of ever-mirried women bave ever initiated physmeal viokence against their husband when he was not alresdy
beating or physically burting them. Tlwee percent reporied that they mitistad ssch vioknce within the past 12 months
(Table 16.16),
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Women who bave experienced spousal vioknce are much more likely than women who have not experienced spousai
violence 10 have ever initigled violence ngainst tieir hushands, Tes percent of women who have ever experfenced ousal
violence perpetrated such violence, compored with | pereent who bave mever experienced such spousal violence.
Nenetheless, the percertage of women who initinte vielence even among those who bave experienced violence s much
saaller than the percentage of women who have sver expenenced spoussl physioal violanes

16,9 HELP-SEEKING AMONG WOMEN WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE

Of nll women in India who have ever experiencad ary type of physical or sexoal viokoce, only 14 peraent have sought help
to 5109 the violence und 77 percent have never sought help nor told anyone about the vinlence they cexpericnced (Tabie
16.17 snd Figure 16.7). The perceatage of wormesn wha have expenenced viokence who have sougkt help has declined sinoe
NFHS-3, when it was 24 percent.

Figure 16.7 Help Seeking by Type of Violence
Experienced

Percentage of women age 15-49 who have experlenced
physical or sexval violence who sought help
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Patterns by bockgrovod eharacteristics '

¢ Help seeking is much mone common nmong women who have experienced both physical und sexual violence (20%)

than ameng woeen who have experienced only physical violence or only sexual viobesce (10-12%)

Woenen whe have expericneed violence by 1 previous hushand anly are much more Likely to have sought belp (26%)
than worsen who have experienced violence only by their curret hushand (12%),

* Help secting o stop the vinlence docs not vary much by most other chamcterissies.

16.9.1 Sources of Help

Among the women who have experienced physicnl or sexual yviolence and sought belp, the most common sarce for belp
Wi the woman's awn family (65%). The second most comean source fre belp was busband's Family (29%). Fifteen
percent of womnen sought lielp from a friend. Among institutiosal sources of help, the most common Is palice (3%),

followed by a religius lender (2%). Only | percent each have eyer sought belp from a doctor or medical personnel, n
lawyer, or 1 soclal service cogmization (Table 16.18),
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ( )
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 42

TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 02"" FEBRUARY, 2021/ MAGHA 13, 1942 (SAKA)
FORCED RELIGIOUS CONVERSION
42. DR. MOHAMMAD JAWED:

SHRI ANTO ANTONY:
SHRI T.N. PRATHAPAN:

SHRI KUMBAKUDI SUDHAKARAN:
DR. A. CHALLAKUMAR:
Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government is of the view that interfaith marriages are
happening due to forceful conversions;

(b) if so, whether sufficient evidence have been collected by the

Government which shows that interfaith marriages in India are connected to
instances of forced religious conversion;

(c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether the Government intends to propose a central Anti Conversion
Law to curb interfaith marriages;

(e) if so, the details thereof including the proposed date for introducing such
alaw?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI G. KISHAN REDDY)

(a8) to (c) ‘Public Order’ and ‘Police’ are State subjects as per the Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution of India. Hence prevention, detection,

registration, investigation and prosecution of offences related to religious




-

L.S.US.Q.NO. 42 FOR 02.02,2021

conversions are primarily the concerns of the State Governments/Union
Territory (UT) Administrations. Action is taken as per existing laws by the

law enforcing agencies whenever instances of violation come to notice.
(d) In view of reply of part (a) to (c), above No, Sir

(e) In view of reply of part (d) question does not arise

TrAAAN
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED No- 1 2052

TO BE ANSWERED ON- 14/03/2022

CONVERSION OF RELIGION
$2052. SHRI KANAKMAL KATARA:

Will the Minister of TRIBAL AFFAIRS be pleased to staze:

(a) whether it is a fact that the conversion of religion is a very big issue in the States of Rajasthan,
Chhatisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand ete. particularly in the Parliamentary Constituency of Banswada-

dangarpur, if so the steps taken by the Government to stop the said conversion of religion and to save the
thousand of years old culture of our tribes;

(b) whether the Government has constituted or proposes to constitute any Commitiee to find out or to
investigate the reasons for the conversion of religion by the Tribal Community;

(<) the details of the steps taken for the development of tribals;

(d) whether it is a fact that the tribal areas have not developed to the extent that it should have been
developed even after /3 years of independence;

(¢) whether the Govemnment is formulating or proposes 1o formulate any action plan to help the wibal people
of our society to join them in mainstream of development; and

(1) if so, the details thercol?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRIBAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIBISHWESWAR TUDU}

(a) & (b): ‘Public Order’ and ‘Police’ are State subjects as per the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution
of India, Hence prevention, detection, registration, investigation and prosecution of offences related w0
religious conversions are primarily the concerns of the State Govemment/Union Territory(UT)

Administrations, Action is taken as per existing laws by the law enforcing agencies whenever instances of
violation come to notice.

(c) to (f):  The Government has adopted a multi-pronged strategy for the development of tribal
population and to bring them into the mainstream of development, Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), now called
Scheduled Trike Component (STC), is a dedicated source of fund for tribal development and conservation
and promotion of tribal culture, language and traditions. STC is a multi-pronged strategy which includes
support for education, health, sanitation, water supply, livelihood etc. Major part of infrastructure
development in tribal dominated areas and provision of basic amenities 1o tribal people in the country is
carnied out through various schemes / programmes of concerned Central Ministries and the State
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Govenments concerned, while the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) provides additive to these initiatives
by way of plugging gaps through its schemes, which are as follows:

2

9.

10,

Revamping of the Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme as Aadi Adarsh Gram
Yojana to enable holistic development of the tribal populaton.

The dedicated Scheme of Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups for
important gap filling activities for the survival, protection and development of PVTGs and
which are not specifically catered to by any other scheme.

The “Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution of India” which is aimed 1o enable the
States to meet the cost of such schemes of development as may be undertaken by the State for
the purpose of promoting the welfare of Scheduled Tribes in that State or raising the level of
administration of Scheduled Areas therein to that of the administration of the rest of the arcas
of that State,

The scheme of Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS) enables ST students from Classes
6™ o 12* to access the best opportunities in education and to bring them at par with the
general population.

The Ministry administers five scholarship schemes, catering to students studying in classes
9" till Post-Doctoral Research, including for studying abroad in accordance with the
guidelines of the concerned scheme.

The scheme of grant-in-aid to voluntary organization working for the welfare of scheduled
tribes has the prime objective to enhance the reach of welfare schemes of the Government and
fill gaps in the sectors such as education and health in service deficient tribal areas through
the efforts of voluntary organizations .

“‘Support to Tribal Research Institute (TRI)' aims to strengthen Tribal Research Institutes
(TRIs) in various activities,

The scheme of Tribal Festival, Research Information and Mass Education utilizes the
expertise of reputed organizations, research institutes, universities to create replicablo models
in arcas of education, health, livelihood, digital governance ete.

The scheme of Marketing and Logistics Development for Promoting Tribal Products from
North Eastern Region has been recently introduced, to be implemented for a period of two
years, with TRIFED as the nodal agency for the same.

The schemes of the Ministry have now been merged into the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiyns Vikas
Mission viz (a) ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce and Development of the
Value Chain for MFP' and (b) the scheme of Institutional Support to TRIFED for Marketing
Development and Marketing of Tribal Products.

EXESen
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO- {12456
TO BE ANSWERED ON- 01/082022

RELIGIOUS CONVERSION

12456. SHRI ARVIND GANPAT SAWANT:
SHRI VINAYAK RAUT:

Will the Minister of TRIBAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is true that religious conversion is taking place on a large scale in many cities, villages and
towns in the country;

(b) if so, the steps taken by the Government to check the same;

(c) the details of the appropriate steps taken by the Govermment to protect the thousand years old culture
of our tribes;

(d) whether the Government has constituted any committee to find out the reasons of religious
conversion by the tribal community people;

(¢) if so, the details thercof;

(f) the steps taken by the Government for the development of tribals; and

(g) the plans of the Government to bring the tribals into the mainstream of development?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRIBAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI BISHWESWAR TUDLI)

{(2) to (b): Figures about religious conversion are not being maintained by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

(c): Preservation and promotion of culture of the tribes of India is a priority of the Government of India
The twin objectives of the schemes of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs are the welfare and development of
the Scheduled Tribes while preserving and promoting their culture.

(d): No sir.
{e): Does not arise

(f to g): The Government has adopted a multi-pronged strategy for the development of tribal
population and to bring them into the mainstream of development. Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), now called
Scheduled Tribe Component (STC), is a dedicated source of fund for tribul development and
conservation and promotion of tribal culture, language and traditions. STC is a multi-purpose strategy
which includes support for education, health, sanitation, water supply, livelihood ete. Major part of
infrastructure development in tribal dominated areas and provision of hasic amenities to tribal people in
the country is carmried out through various schemes / programmes of concerned Central Ministries and
the State Governments concerned, while the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) provides additive to
these initiatives by way of bridging gaps through its schemes, which are as follows:




it

v

vi,

Revamping of the Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme as Aadi Adarsh Gram
Yojana to enable holistic development of the tribal population.

The dedicated Scheme of Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups for
important gap filling activities for the survival, protection and development of PVTGs,
while preserving and promoting their culture.

"Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution of India” to cnable the States to meet the
cost of such schemes of development as may be undertaken by the State for the purpose
of promoting the welfare of Scheduled Tribes in that State or raising the level of
administration of Scheduled Areas therein to that of the administration of the rest of the
areas of that State.

The scheme of Eklavya Mode! Residential School (EMRS) enables ST students from
Classes 6” to 12" 1o access the best opportunities in education and to bring them at par
with the general population.

The Ministry administers five scholarship schemes, catering to students studying in
classes 9% till Post-Doctoral Research, including for studying abroad in accordance with
the guidelines of the concerned scheme.

The scheme of grant-in-aid to voluntary organization working for the welfare of
scheduled tribes has the prime objective to enhance the reach of welfare schemes of the
Government and fill gaps in the sectors such as education and health in service deficient
tribal areas through the efforts of voluntary organizations,

*Support 0 Tribal Research Institute (TR1)' aims fo strengthen Tribal Rescarch Institutes
(TRIs) in various activitics

The scheme of Tribal Festival, Research Information and Mass Education utilizes the
expertise of reputed organizations, research institutes, universities to create replicable
models in areas of education, health, livelihood, digital governance cte.

The scheme of Marketing and Logistics Development for Promoting Tribal Products from
North Eastern Region has been recently introduced, to be implemented for a period of two
rears, with TRIFED as the nodal agency for the same.

The schemes of the Ministry have now been merged into the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya
Vikas Mission viz (a) ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce and
Development of the Value Chain for MFP” and (b) the scheme of Institutional Support o
TRIFED for Marketing Development and Marketing of Tribal Products.
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OCZ= World News
Why Couples Continue to Elope in This Indian State

In tha northaem inclen siats of Panjab, rundreds of man ind wWomen sppaach the courts 1 Sve and love without feor.

'a By PP
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M Dacaxdsw 2000 4LV . m .

o Listan to this s ole
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Chanminder Singh, 27, remembered hiding in a small hotel room for 15 days in the northern Indlan city of Chandigarh, in the
state of Punjab, With no sccess o his phone, all Singh had was his identity documents, some money and a womsn he wanted

to make his wife. Qutside, there were men from his giffriends villape trylng to hunt them down.
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singh 15 ane of the hundreds of eloping couples in Punjeb who make headlnes every vear, for not just rumnbayg eway but ako

seeking protection from thelr familes who disapprave of their r¢

f Louslip, An increasing sumber of themn are tur ning 1w

disusct and state courls to save them

Qrten, the disapproval of farsilies comnes o the cast of the lves of v sang couples. Homour killings ot

2orour crimes—defired as incidents of vielenoe and harassnent caused to Yourg couples who want 1o Yhali2ie=)
India's Tep
Comthy
countries. Offcal data from 2018 recorded over 300 hosowr kil ngs between 2006 mmd 2018 In India Reviewing if
Cosplus Who
Elcpe Should

marry or are married against the wishes of their cormmunity or family—is common i South Asian

Human rights bodics note Yat honour-relited murders ate often underteported, or evan misreperted Mave the Right
& sulcldes or accidents. Most victims of honour-based vialence are woren, while mast perpetrators To Privacy

UML) Nl

are flumdy messbers, India does not have 8 specilic lax for honour killings
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TOUNG COUEAe Mane 10 00Nk Liae S0 mlogiag 1 Madyys Pradesh - Tises of
Ik o WS SeY W24 Q) we Mo fede §ramrdiamads §60. 8 oS aer s
Dexransngh Can the perperiiors be paralsec severely 3028 % pass &
WIONg PERIage 1o BO0 WSh 00N BTICUes
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Young couple made ¥ drivk urre e depang In Madhya Pradesh | Incdore
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In Punjah, courts are given the directive to hepr ot urgent appeals of couples who often peek protection from their
commaneties hefore or even after they're married. Before the pandemic het this year, the Punjab & Harvana High Court—a

judictary institutioe thae covers the states of Punjub and Harvans, asd the Union Territory of Crandigarh—was hearing over

100 casex aof runaway couples slmost every day, During the COVID-19 lockdowrs that lasted for more than 100 days, that
¥ I 5 ¥

number was around 25 runaway couples eve ry day

In Ludhiano~a sity of over 34 million people in Pungab— the district court heard cases of around 4,500

runaway couples in the kst five years. In 2020, cthis court saw over 500 couples seeking protection =
from their families.
Photea of
Coaples Who
Rakesh Gandhl, an adwvocate from Lidhiana who has been represent 1 ruraway couples for the lage 8ot During
\ c \ Pandemic
alx years, tokd VICE Woeld News that most couples choose 1o run away because of caste and economic
J EMM T
differences, “ oot tally tn Urtar Fradesh (UM aod feastern Indlap state of) Bihar, custe is 2 major factor, rnens
9 LLEE L IR )
There are cases where young cauples are even murdered.” he said,

Religion also plays & major role, oo, In an ongoing movement, some groups of the Hindu faith are

reSorng Lo g Handa nght-wing conspiracy Wheory of Love Nhad, In which interfaith cauples involving Mosim men and
Hinda women sce tangeted, vilified and attacked. Last week, an interfaith couple fled their hometown in the narthern Indian
atate of Uttar Pracdlesh and soagly protection from thely famiies from the Delhi High Court and the police.
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Tirmee of inddis “Love [100" Parted & hounded, many befeith sousies aatly
laave LI

Wiresole el basla brres oy T Daredny

ra Lo cghvharay

rrarolrdandiving o
_s Thocal of avsent o avier-tah Coupiss Lo fhee U2 | Samilly
News - Ties of India
12/ Dec 22 202 !
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Lvery other monah, these courts are campelled o direct familles and communities on how young couples cannot be
tacked for choosing a partner of thedr own chaice, In September, the Punjb 8 Haryara High Court gbserved that a
runaway couple Is entitled Lo protection even If one of them is 3 minor, o Usey're in a live-8 relationshap. The same court

also routinely extends protection Lo Sume-scx oouples. who face harassenent and threats to Me by ther families

InJune this yedr, the Pungb and Haryana High Court was 50.0x¢l nhcloed by pkas of runa

cuples that it aakd these

§ were “dradnin

the Court’s resources.

In scene pasts of the country, the posice rua shellers o sale bhowaes where couples can seek ref 1

2t ol
from their famities and villages while their court cases are oo, In some cases. these shelters lave b ey
g Right-Wi
turned out 1o be exploitative or shady. Last veur, the Delhi Police arrested tlse head of a shelver for T::ll':Mldn:lﬂ
russway couples called Love Commandos for llegally cosfining and exto g the conples Indtan Aramd

Withdesw Its
Ad on
Inlerfalith
Couple

R RN )

PRLLAST Maede

Fhe statistics sro a testament to an everyday story in Indi, where falfing in Kove cun be a dan

rows propasition for same

With lisnited recourse and resources available to them, nmaway couples rely on courts to live their lives without fear,
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Singh alleged that the police harnssed his family based on those complants,

“They came, ralded our house without permits, and harassed my lamily” he ssid. “They drummed up all kizds of Ses,
including how § have lolled the girt 1 have run away with®

Sing(h had approached the Punjab & Haryana High Coert not just to get procection bt also to send a legal notice to
Harneel's vilage that if he was found desd, Hamee!'s family woul be blimed. “I'm educated, 50 | could understand what's
happening or could happen,” he @id, “They were death threats, after all After than, the police 1ook our side, and gave us

renssurances that @l is safe”

Gandhi said Dhat runaway couples seeking protection is “routine” in this part of the country. ‘During the pandemic, there
wag 2 rah, especially in Apeil, of such cosea because the courna were abut snd the cauples wanted relief” sald Gandhi, who
has been practising for slmost a decade

EE LRI Sl

In the meartime, couples cortinue to be attacked, In August this year, a younyg runaway couple was allsgedly murdered by
the woran’s family. The woman's father had allegedly packed the couple’s bodies m a plastic bag and theown them is 2
cansl In another case from last year, a cougle from different castes were attacked catside o coert In UP, wlegadly by men
hired by the upper-caste woman's father

Last year, 3 study fourxd that socally weaker couples. with less financial resources or employment

praspects, are more likely to end up dead i honour Milings, Dueed
Striking
Photos of
Singh satd that the peevalling pateiarchy and gender bias in Indla have 2 blg role w play o the Roliglows
acceptance of love and relationships “H it's 2 girls decision, it's wrong. If It's o sos, then the Family is M“:'M
oAy with it he said, "My parents had totally accepted our relationship, but it was her family and even Teons

her village head, who were baying for my blood.” NlSeAr BmLs,
ST
LN R
Sngh ackled that Fs wife has now gone o Canada 1o work and tiat he will joia her very soon

“Runaway couples are not criminals, yow know!” be sakd, “My wile's famdy tas sccepted cur marviage

novy and we've anfe, Bul we waot to bulld our futures where people are open-minded. That will happen only once we're both
out of here’
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Somonatuten Meortes
Jharkhand: Musim man allegedly killed for being In & refationship with a non-Muslim woman
11 peopls arested 0 i, FvasSgeion wodeway

Saluinot (2 Oct 2122

Pepressntaton image

A A5-year-oid Muslim man, denttfed a3 imm| Araan was Kllad m hankand's Boaro devict. sllegody dee to b 8 being in & relaticrsip with
§ wornan rom another commmenity. The cident occumed h Diawalya village in Mahuatand,

The Telagrapn publshed a PT] ropart that says B according 1o the police, some ilagers wers cpposad 10 the rlstionship. Superintendent
of Police Chandan Xumar Jha Sl PT), “The uhappry vilagers murdered him sround 8 pen on Thursday.”

Elovens poople have been aresiod h oonnection wih the case 30 far, and pofice foroes have been deployed i the vilage 0 avwrt & law-ao0-
ordler problem due 10 fews of outresk of comeunal violence. A DVeRtgElon 8 underway, but police are ight-lipped about e detally
prasant given the seoative tadure of o orime,

Often, Maduth relitioraips, particularly those betwsan Muskm men and Hirdu women, are frowned upan 10 places whas Maciton rurps
very atwf Bipect of e, Thess are pejoratholy cubbse) 5s “Love Jhad®, 25 the Musim man in the relatiosshi is nvariably acoused of taking
ncivantoge of the norrMuslm woman, Tris, apart hom being a1 sxdremaly olfanass and communal mndsat, is aeo INSLENG 10 Women &3 it
Is pracumod That they have no agency, or that an adul wosnan is rot capatde of enak ) declsions about rer personal e,

Satrarginda's siter crganisation CIP had movad 2 pelilisn befos the Sunrese Cout chalongleg laws snacted by various siates 10 curtal
religions conversion. CUPs petition cpposed theas un-constituionsd, onth-adner Ly ared mbsogyixdc beliefy, by challenging laws passed n
Hmachal Fradeah, Madtya Pradesh, Ustar Pradesh and Untarskhsed

Folalod:
GER Love Jhad ameecent talibon slowed by SC
Mamy Hody man 1o keeed ke taban: Suresh Chantankn's sddce 30 Muskn women

Ra irrdaciarth nikah sans aarents” conaet. MP's Uteeoa Board's latest axtal
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ANNEXURE - R

LINKS TO ARTICLES SHOWING INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE SUFFERED
BY WOMEN AND COUPLES FROM 2015-2023

LINKS to ARTICLES ON :

Social Impact of State Sutveillance, Weaponising backed by Non State Actors’ Violent

Vigilantism

Inter faith marriage violence/interference

2023
https://sabrangindia.in/article/plea-against-maha-gr-monitor-inter-faith-inter-caste-

marriages-bombay-hc

Plea against Maha GR to monitor inter-faith & inter-caste marriages: Bombay HC

MLA Moves Bombay High Court Challenging Govt Resolution For Panel To Monitor Interfaith
Marriages

marriage-family-coordination

Even after 3 months, zero cases filed before the Maha Inter-faith Marriage-Family
Coordination Committee: Maharashtra Women and Development Ministry

SP president files privilege motion against BIP leader Lodha for making false claims of having

received 152 cases in the state assembly, Bombay HC allows PIL by Rals Shalkh against the
Maha GR

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/gujarat-lawmakers-seek-
rcgusal|on-of-lovp-mn[r_lages-demand-paremal-concont-when-adu!t-children-choo,r.e thelr
own-life-pariners-in-order-to-arrest-sacial-unrest/article 66650467 .ece

Gujarat lawmakers seek regulation of ‘love’ marriages

Two MLAs, one from BJP and the other from the Congress, demand parental consent when
adult children choose their own life partners in order to arrest ‘social unrest’

httns;/[wg.vw.theguint,g.QmLqpcnionlparerts-yes-in-Iove.knots-guia rat-mlas-demand.
promotes-misogyny-social rot

Parents’ Stamp in Love Knots: Gujarat MLA's Demands Promote Misogyny, Social Rot

The correlation made between consensual marriages sans parental say and increased crime
rates is absurd at best,

2022
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htlus://www.indiatoday.in/mdia[story[college-ﬁtudemsAsuspended;da_k.ghin_a_-j_gggada-
karnataka-aiter-altercation-interfaith-relationship-2308959-2022-12-14

18 college students suspended in Karnataka after altercation over interfaith relationship

As many as 18 students of a Pre-University College In Dakshina Kannada, Kamataka, were
suspended following an altercation on campus. It took place over a Muslim man being In a
relationship with a Hindu girl.

nitps://indianexpress.com/article/india/in-iharkhand-an- inter-faith-love-story-meets-a-
gory-end-politics-takes-over-8341383/

In Jharkhand, an Inter-faith love story meets a gory end, politics takes over

On December 16, the day police say Reveka was murdered, Dildaar's mother Mariam Nisha
and two of her relatives had walked into the Borio police station to say that the woman had
gone missing.

hitps://www.newslaundry.com/2022/11/18/interfaith-wedding-function-cancelled-after-
suresh-chanhankes-love-jihad-tweet

Interfaith wedding function cancelled after Suresh Chavhanke's ‘love jihad’ tweet

Sudarshan News editor linked the wedding to the murder of Shraddha Walkar and invoked
the Hindutva conspiracy of ‘love jihad’,

https:jz'scroIl.in/Iatestjl022627/interfaith-couplc-ﬂcb-courl-p'r_qtecuon-af(._u-mp;
administration-demolishes-muslim-mans-home

Interfaith couple gets court protection after MP administration demolishes Muslim man’s
home

‘People wanted the house to be razed,’ Sub Divisional Magistrate Balbir Raman said.

https:/jtimesoﬂndna.indiatiQQQ._cmn,"indla/hindu-youth-x‘n-imerfanh-marriage-killerl-_b_y_-
wifes-kin/articleshow/91356009.cms

Hindu youth in Interfaith marriage killed by wife’s kin

marrage-he-sold-chain-to-take-wife-eid-shopping-7904958/

Hyderabad killing over interfaith marriage: He sold chain to take wife Eid shopping

On Friday, the Hyderabad Police sald the two main accused — Ashrin's brother Mubin
Ahmed Syed and another relative M Masood Ahmed — have been arrested.
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/interfaith-ma Miage-prompts-man-to-stab-
brother-in-law-to-death-in-central-delhi/articleshow/92189780 cms

Interfaith marriage prompts man to stab brother-in-law to death In central Delhi
https://sabrangindia in/article/inter-faith love-affair-takes-tragic-turn-uttar-pradesh
Inter-faith love affair takes a tragic turn in Uttar Pradesh

Hindu Girl commits suicide after family beats Muslim boyfriend to death

In a tragic Incident of religious Intolerance, a 19-year-old girl committed suicide hours after

her family allegedly killed her Muslim boyfriend, Zia-ur-Rehman, aged 20, in the Saharanpur
region of Uttar Pradesh.

Reports state that the boy was initially summoned by the girl's family to their home, where
they viciously beat him for having an "affair” with their daughter. The boy, who was the
girl's classmate, passed away in a hospital in Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

https://www.sabrangindia.in/article/jharkhand-muslim-man-allegedly-killed-being-
refationship-non-muslim-woman

Jharkhand: Muslim man allegedly killed for being in a relationship with a non-Muslim
woman

11 people arrested so far, investigation underway

A 45-year-old Muslim man, identified as Imra) Ansari was killed in JHarkhand's Bokaro
district, allegedly due to his being in a relationship with a woman from another community.
The incident occurred in Dhawaiya village in Mahuatand.

bttgs://sabrangindia._inL'ar:icle/no-inler1ai_gh-nikah-sansmarenls-cqp_sem-mps-ulama-
boards-latest-diktat

No interfaith nikah sans parents’ consent: MP's Ulama Board's latest diktat

Madhya Pradesh Ulama Board has “decided” that Muslim parents will have to take a call if
their consenting adult children or daughters can marry a non Muslim partner or not

https://sabrangindia.in/article/mpg-high-cou rt-warns-state-against-moral-policing-interfaith-
marriage-where-wife-converted

MP High Court warns state against “moral policing” in interfaith marriage where wife
converted willingly

The State had opposed the husband’s petition for custody of his wife, on the grounds of
MP’s anti-conversion law, however, the court rejected the same

https://www, hindustantimes.com/cities/bhopal news/demalition-not-linked-to-fir-against-
g_l_t_\_dqri-interfaith-Qouplc-mp-ggﬂ-to-ho101655892865125.html
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Demolition not linked to FIR against Dindori interfaith couple, MP govt to HC

),

The Dindori district collector’s official handle tweeted on April 8 that the shop and house of
Asif Khan, accused of abduction after he eloped with a Hindu woman, was demolished

2021

https://www.newslaundry.com/2021/07/26/how-hindu vigilantes-are-exploiting-a-speclal-
marriage-act-clause-to-target-interfalth-couples

How Hindu vigilantes are exploiting a Special Marriage Act clause to target interfaith couples

in September last year, Abdul and Rishika filed a notice of intended marriage with the
marriage registrar in Pune, as required by the Special Marriage Act, 1954. It took less than
15 days for Hindu vigilante groups to “activate” their network and send their men to
Rishika’s home in Naslk. The men threatened to beat up her family and warned that since
Abdul was Muslim he had “wrong intentions” about their daughter and, thus, the marriage
would be a mistake.

But the notice, which carries the couple’s personal details, is publicly displayed at the
district marriage office and, in Maharashtra, published online as well. it, thus, provides an
easy way for vigilantes, and disapproving relatives, to target interfaith couples.

In Maharashtra, the problem is multifold. Besides the notice being put upona display
board, personal information of the couple intending to marry under the Special Marriage
Act s yploaded on a government web portal, making It easier for vigilante grougs to identify
interfaith couples.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/wedding -card-love ithad-nashik-family-7401631/

Wedding card sparks ‘love jihad’ call, family calls off function

Last week, members of a family in Nashik called off a function to solemnise their 28-year-old
daughter’s wedding to a Muslim man as per Hindu rituals following protests by their
community. The protesters described the marriage as a case of "love jihad”.

https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/ article/moral-police-in-modern-
mumbai-23182717

Moral police in modern Mumbai

Woman, 31, files police complaint after three people find out about her Muslim fiancé,
reach her Khar residence and humiliate her family in front of neighbours

hitps://freepresskashmir.news/202 1/12/02 fbuddhist-body-threatens-stir-over-conversion-
of-buddhist-girl-couple-says-married-with-consent/

LADAKH Buddhist body threatens stir over ‘conversion’ of Buddhist girl, couple says ‘married
with consent’

l\tlps:j[scroll,infart|ch3[999052[we-ate-not-children-a-kashmiri-cou;ﬂe-recall-lhear-
marriage-ordeal-amid-conversion-controversies




LS

‘We are not children’: A Kashmiri couple recall their marriage ordeal amid conversion
controversies

Over the last few weeks, two cases of Kashmiri Stkh women converting and marrying
Muslim men have turned into huge controversies, after their families and political leaders
claimed ~ without evidence — that they were forcibly converted. In both of those cases, the
Muslim men are now in jail, and in one, Sikh community leaders reportedly forced the
woman to marry 2 man from their community.

https://thewire.in/rights/dhanak-interfaith-couple-press-conference-disrupted-threats

At Press Conference, Disruptors Threaten Interfaith Couples, Warn Them of Police Action

The couples were threatened with action under the new anti-conversion laws. The
disruptors used slurs against Muslim men and also issued death threats.

An online press conference organised on Friday by the not-for-profit organisation Dhanak to
promote a person’s choice to love was disrupted twice by persons who threatened

Interfaith couples who were sharing their stories, warning them of police action, and used
slurs against Muslim men.

httgs:[;’mvw.mangalorean.com/vhp_-!qa_ders-attempt-to-convince-woman~not-_to_-gc_t-lnto-
inter-faith-marriage/

After a wedding invitation of a Hindu woman marrying 2 man of a different faith went viral,
Hindu activists made attempts to convince the girl to not have the marriage. A delegation of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) activists visited the house of the bride-to-be on Saturday. She
is set to get married in a grand ceremony to be held in Kannur, on 29 November 2021,

2020

httgs:[[mepng.in[communalismjgp_-mqt_a_dabad-lntedaith_-@uglgﬂkqg[ﬂggg-bairang-
dal

An Interfaith Couple Faced Violence, a Miscarriage and Arrest. We Can't Say 'No Harm
Done'.

Courts, if they are to do their duty, must order a countrywide probe into the violent Hindu

supremacist outfits that terrorise Interfaith couples, and their enablers embedded in the
police and administration,

Muskan describes how, on December S, she, Naseema and Rashid's brother Salim were
accosted by a violent Bajrang Dal mob on their way to get the marriage registered, The mob
abused them, slapped and roughed up Salim, and videotaped the whole episode,

-interfaith-marriage-citing-

love-jihad-law

Indian police stopped an interfaith marriage In the northern state of Uttar Pradesh on

Wednesday despite the consent of both families, saying they would have to seek permission
of officials as part of a new anti-conversion law




hitps://indianexpress.com/article/india/gujarat-bip-leaders-tell-woman-to-rethink-
interfaith-marriage-7110499/

Gujarat: BJP leaders tell woman to ‘rethink’ interfaith marriage

MLA writes to Rupani seeking law against ‘love jihad’. Two days after the Karelibaug police
in Vadodara sent an interfaith couple who sought protection to their respective families, BJP
leaders, including an MP and an MLA, on Friday told the woman to “rethink” her marriage,
even as party MLA Shailesh Mehta alias Sotta of Dabhoi assembly consituency wrote a letter
to Chief Minister Vijay Rupani demanding a law in Gujarat against “love Jihad",

2018

https://mumbzimirrorindiatimes.com/news/india/hyderabad-inter ‘religious-couple-
survive-honour-attack/articleshow/62496811.cms

Hyderabad: Inter religious couple survive ‘honour attack’

hitps:/fwww.newindianexpress.com/states/karngtaka/2018/jun/21/dalit-man-assaulted-
tor-marrying-girl-from-another-community- 1831261 htm!

Dalit man assaulted for marrying girl from another community
B

A Dalit man was severely beaten up by his Muslim in-laws and their friends for marrying
their daughter a year ago

.

https://timesofindia indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/youth-murdered-over-love-
affair/articleshow/64099758.cms

A 23-year-old youth was bludgeoned to death near Palara Central jail in Bhuj. He was in love
with a woman from Muslim community

https:/fwww.hindustantimes.com/india news/displeased-with-hindu-muslim-couple-

glopement-mob-in-gufarat-attacks-burns-man-s-house/story
STMsqw3D74aB7505n5k39L htmi

Displeased with Hindu-Muslim couple elopement, mob in Gujarat attacks, burns man’s
house

According to police, a Hindu man and a Muslim woeman eloped on June 29. Following which,
the woman's relatives and members from her community stormed the man’s house

hitps://www.hindusiantimes.com/jaipur/dalit-man-beaten-up-to-death-in-harmer-
allegedly-over-affair/story-MgXRQdEAhZZBVsXSEuTSA0. htm!

Dalit man beaten up to death in Barmer allegedly over affair.
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The police suspect Khetaram Bheef, a resident of Bhinde ka Paar village In the district, was
killed over a love affair with a Muslim woman.

https://indianexoress.com/artide/india muslim-man-checks-into-hotel-with-hindu-worman-
in-barmer-assaulted-4887820/

Muslim man checks into hotel with Hindu woman in Barmer, assaulted

ADSP Ratnoo said Khan was taken to a Barmer hospital for primary treatment and then
referred to Jedhpur,

https://www hindustantimes com/india-news/muslim-man-lynched-by-hindu-woman-s-
family-in-bikaner-over-love-affair-say-police/story-LAalDPNYViYULDVRSMADEK htm!

Muslim man killed by Hindu woman's family in Bikaner over love affair, say police

Police said the man was killed due to the woman’s family disapproval of the relationship
between the couple. The family broke the man’s legs and dumped in a wastewater pond. He
later died in a hospital,

htips://www.newindianexpress com/nation/2018/mav/25/watch—in-uttarakhand-sikh-sub-
inspector-saves-muslim-youth-from-lynching-mob-averts-communal-fla- 1819484 htm!

In Uttarakhand, Sikh Sub-Inspector saves Muslim youth from lynching mob, averts
communal flare-up

Unable to get their hands on the boy, the meb started chanting anti-police sJogans, but
Singh managed to get the boy to safety by then

https:/jw_ww.ndlv.com]indig-ngw;/on-camera-mmlim-man-assaulted-for-being-fhend_c;
with-hindu-woman-in-ups-kanpur-1857883

On Camera, Muslim Man Assaulted For Being Friends With Hindu Woman In UP's Kanpur

In the two-minute video, the men ask him about the woman, and the nature of their

refationship. His response makes his attackers angry who slap him hard and continue the
assault

htlps:[/scroll.in/artnd@{&&_&%ljcoun-informe_r_s:an_d_;m_ghalla-sgies-hgw-hinmgtva-grougs-
in-north-india-stop-inter-faith-marriages

Court informers and mohalla spies: How Hindutva groups in North India stop inter-faith
marriages

Hindutva activists say they have widened their information-gathering network in the past
two years,

2017

m_gps://lndlanexgress.oom/artlcle/lndla[hlngu_-mt:sIim-couple-move-bombay-hc-aIleging-
harassment-by-bajrang-dal-activists-nagpur-police 4832298/

Hindu-Muslim couple move HC alleging harassment by Bajrang Dal activists, Nagpur police
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The petitioner, Mohammad Arif Dosani alleged in his petition that he was constantly
harassed by Bajrang Dal activist and Nagpur police despite having a fegal marriage on
August 17,

https://www.mid-day com/mumbal/mumbai-news/article/woman-who-eloped-from-
mangalore-to-mumbai-kidnapped-while-shopping-with-husband-18836155

Crime: Woman kidnapped in Navi Mumbai while shopping with husband

Vashi police suspect victim's family members abducted her for marrying against their wishes
and running away from home

hitps://indianexpress. com/article/cities/mumbai/couples-murde r-in-thane-pregnant-
victims-relative-arrested-from-up-3040004/

Couple’s murder in Thane: Pregnant victim's relative arrested from UP
Accused had faced harassment at hometown for ‘helping couple elope’

https:/fwww hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/sp-mla-abu-azmi-s-son-farhan-receives-
death-threats-for-marrying-hindu-woman/story-HObIBmOEyQuoMC 2XIUXeAO htmi

SP MLA Abu Azmi's son Farhan receives death threats for ‘marrying Hindu woman'

h:tps:/;’indnanr:xpress.com/ar{iglg{[ggﬁre]in-mp-hnmec-of-«mnoriw-communixy.set-ablaze—
after-elopement-tase-4744956/

In MP, homes of minority community set ablaze after elopement case

The girl is believed to have got off midway from the school van after reportedly telling her
brother she was going to a relative’s house. The homes of two dozen Muslim families were
torched on Saturday in Madhya Pradesh after a youth from the community eloped with a
minor Rajput girl.

hitps://www telegraphindia com/|harkhand/lynch-clouds-xmas-star-in.gumla-
village/cid/1344237

A tribal Sarna couple and thelr elder daughter was lynched, while two younger daughters
were injured. One of the injured girls, a 17-year-old, Is said to have had an affair with a
Christian youth Nandlal Kerketts, 23. The girl's family had filed charges of abduction on
Nandlal following which he jumped into a well while fleeing from the policea.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/20-year-old-muslim-man- tied-to-tree-
beaten-to-death-for-being-in-love-with-hindu-woman/story-
CF6ZGMNIUKAmngaMplh NI html

Muslim man tied to tree, beaten to death for being In love with Hindu woman

hitps://zeenews.India, com/jharkhand/hindu girl-gang-raped-by-father-In-law-uncle-killed-
after-she-refuses-to-convert-to-islam-2070320.htm!

Hindu girl gang-raped by father-in-law, uncle, killed after she refuses to convert to Islam
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https://www.thehindu com/news/national/cther-states/love-leads-to-death-in-bihars-west-

champaran/article21250048.ece

Ferbidden love’ that snatched away two young lives in Bihar’s West Champaran

The disturbing incident has come to light from Jharkhand

2015

https://scroll.in/article/701719/in-the-burnt-remains-of-a-bihar-village-lie-d Isturbing-
questions

mob of 4,000 people armed with traditional weapons and kerosene cans stormed the

Muslim-dominated village. More than 30 homes were set on fire. At least three people were
burnt to death.

The violence erupted soon after the body of a Hindu youth, 19 year-old Bhartendu Sahni,
was found in a paddy field belonging to a Muslim farmer. Sahni, who lived in the
neighbouring village of Bahilwara, allegedly had an affair with a Muslim girl of Azizpur,

Brutal cases

hitps://countercurrents.org/2022/13 violence-against-women-in-| ive-in-relationships-and-
the-legal-safeguards/

In several cases reported earlier, women have been buried alive and murdered brutally by
men, as their husbands or live-in partners. For Instance, on May 28, 1991, Shakereh
Namazi was reportedly buried alive in the backyards of her house in Bangalore, The prime
suspect was her second husband, Shraddhanand alias Murli Manohar Mishra. After three
years of a sting operation, he admitted to having killed her to gain possession of har wealth.
He also led the police to her remains buried in their residence. He is serving life in

rison though his lawyer has filed an application recently for his release. Similarly, in the
famous Tandoor murder case, Naina Sahnl, was murderad by Sushil Sharma, in their home
in Delhi on 2 July 1995 over suspicion of her having an extramarital affair. Sharma shot her,
chopped off her body into pieces and stuffed it in a “tandoor’ in a restaurant managed by his
friend. He was sentenced to death, later commuted to a life term. He walked out of jailin
December 2018 after Delhi high court ordered his release. In Dehradun in 2010, Rajesh
Gulati, a software engineer, murdered Anupama, a mother of four-year-old twins, and then,
sawed her body into 70 pieces and froze them, before dumping them over several days.
Anupama was charging him for having an extra-marital affair. He was convicted in 2017 and

sentenced for life imprisonment with a fine of Rs 15 lakhs though he was releasad on bail In
2022,

Interfaith couples seeking protection from courts




nttps.//voww.ahmedabadmirror.com/he-orders-police-protection-for-interfaith-
couple/81839321.htm!

Gujarat High Court directed the police to provide protection to an interfaith couple who will
solemnise their wedding at the Marriage Registrar’s office on Monday. The couple sought
police protection as the woman's family had threatened them. The woman is from the
majority community, while the man is from a minority community, They plan to get married
an July 18,

httos://veww.aninews.in/news/national/general-ne ws/rajasthan-inter-faith-couple-seeks-
protection-from-womans-family20220804163733/

Rajasthan: Inter-faith couple seeks protection from woman's family

https://indianexpress com/farticle/india/zllahabad he pretection-interfaith-couple-adults-
right-to-marry-religion- 7514278/

Adults have a right to choose their partner, Irrespective of religion: Allzhabad HC

The Division Bench said, “As the present petition Is a joint petition by two individuals who
claim to be in love with each other and are major, therefore, in our considered opinion,
nobody, not even their parents, could object to their relationship.”

The Allahabad High Court, while granting protection to an interfaith couple, re-affirmed that
two adults have the right to choose as to who they get married to, irrespective of their
religion,

b.}m:vﬂindianemré’fv’-.mm/ar!icle/cities/ahnurd.)bad/gui;:-ra_;» he-grants relief-to-interfaith-
couple-asks-parents-to-not-misbehave- 7745259/

Gujarat HC grants relief to interfaith couple, asks parents to not ‘misbehave’

The order pertains to the marriage of a 26-year old Muslim man to a 20-year-old Hindu
woman under the Special Marriage Act in Ahmedabad in May 2021, with both parties
continuing with their existing faith.

https://www.newsclick.in/inter-faith-marriage-one-high-cour t-2-similar-cases-different-
verdicts

Taking heart from a recent judgement of Madhya Pradesh High Court where it came to the
rescue of an inter-faith couple, Faisal Ali (23) a resident of Itarsi, decided to knock the HC's
door and filed a habeas corpus petition hoping to be reunited with his girlfriend, Deeksha

Umang Arya (19).

https://theprint.in/india/state-cant-prohibit interfaith-couple-from-marrying-says-delhi-he-
on-plea-seeking-registration-of-marriage/1193300/

State can’t prohibit Interfaith couple from marrying, says Delhl HC on plea seeking
registration of marriage
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While hearing a petition moved by two foreign nationals seeking solemnisation of marriage
and its registration under Special Marriage Act, 1954, the Delhi High Court on Wednesday
said that there is no way the State can prohibit an interfaith couple from marrying.

https://www.livelaw.in/ ncws-updatgs/al!ahabad-high-court-ln(er-fanh-couple-up:

ordinance-harassment-168387

Allahabad High Court Grants Protection To Inter-Faith Couple, Who Married 3 Years Ago,
From Police Harassment Under UP Ordinance

hnmjjtheleaﬂetinlalahabad-hjgllgg_t_smmect_g-l?-lnterfanbigun]gs-right‘to-man[

Allahabad High Court on Thursday directed that the marriages of 17 interfaith couples of
Uttar Pradesh - who had petitioned it earlier— be registered by the marriage registrars

"without insisting/awaiting approval of the competent district authority with regard to
conversion of faith”.

ht;p;:[itt\ewlrc.ln[lawjnnonemn!itled-to-imerfere-a|lahabad-hc-comes~(o interfaith-
couples-aid-again

‘No One is Entitled to Interfere': Allahabad HC Comes to Interfaith Couple's Aid Again

Hearing the plea of a Muslim man and a formerly Hindu woman who had converted to lslam
willingly, the bench of Justice Saral Srivastava said, according to Livelaw:

“The Court has repeatedly held that where the two individuals having attained the age of
majority, are living together, nobody is entitled to interfere in their peaceful life "

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/bengalury-news-live-updates-karnataka-

bangalore-latest-news-today-top-hasavaraj-hom mia-weather-covid19-politics-yediyurappa-
8157644/

Marriage registered days after it was forcibly stopped: We want ta live together, will follow
our own practices, says Karnataka interfaith couple

The Bajrang Dal members on Wednesday stopped the registration of Jaffar and Chaitra’s
marriage, claiming it was a case of so-called ‘love jlhad',

httgs:[[indianexgress.co_m[articlc,’citie;[b_h_qmym;_dhya-mdmh he-upholds-right-
interfaith-couple-7748368/

‘No moral policing’: HC upholds rights of MP Inter-faith couple to marry, live-in

Justice Dubey sald, “No moral policing can be allowed in such matters where the two major
persons are willing to stay together whether by way of marriage or in a live-in relationship,
when the party to that arrangement is doing it willingly and not forced into it.”

hngs:[{thewire,in[communalism[Fearlng-lgve-rhad-atlegation§-interfaith-couple-ﬁees;gp_-

seeks-protection-in-delhi

Fearing 'Love Jihad' Allegations, Interfaith Couple Flees UP, Seeks Protection in Delhi
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The Delhi government has told the high court that the couple will be provided with a safe
house and police security, if required.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2021/sep/17/parents-cant-object-to-inter-
faith-marriage-says-allahabad-high-court-23560149 html

Parents can't object to inter-faith marriage, says Allahabad High Court
The High Court made it clear that even their parents could not object to their relationship

https://thewire.inflaw/sc-grants-prote ction-to-live-in-couple-whose-plea-was-earlier-
dismissed-by-he

The Supreme Court on Friday ordered Punjab Police to grant protection to the live-in couple
whose plea was earlier dismissed by the Punjab and Haryana high court.

The bench of Justice Navin Sinha and Justice Ajay Rastogi ordered: “Necdless to state that
since it concerns fe and liberty, the superintendent of police is required to act
expeditiously In accordance with law, including the grant of any protection to the
petitioners in view of the apprehensions/ threats, uninfluenced by the observations of the
high court.”

https://www. hindustantimes.com/india-news/must-respect-decision-of-an-interfaith-
couple-sc-101629740128153 . htm!

Must respect decision of an interfaith couple: Supreme Court

The habeas corpus petition by the parents alleged that the woman was illegally confined by
the man and there must be an investigation Into the circumstances of their alleged marriage
after forceful conversion.

https://article-14.com/post/uttar-pradesh-s-beacon-of-hope-for-india s-interfaith-couples

After providing protection to 125 Interfaith couples in November alone, Allahabad High
Court ended, after 66 years, a legal provision that made public identities of interfaith
couples,

hitps://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/notice-of-intended-marriage-publication-optional-
special-marriage-act-aliahabad-high-court-168356

Breaking: Mandatory Publication of Notice Of Intended Marriage Under Special Marriage
Act Violates Right To Privacy: Allahabad High Court

https:/ffindianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/register-interfaith-couples-marriage-delhi-he-
7193180/

Register interfaith couple’s marriage: Delhi HC
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The Hindu-Muslim couple in December 2020 had approached the court seeking protection

and accommodation. They were later provided a safehouse by the Delhi government and
have since been living there,

TWO MONTHS after the Delhi High Court intervened In the matter of a runaway couple from
Uttar Pradesh, the court Wednesday directed the authorities in Delhi to complete the

process of their marriage within two weeks and ordered the police to issue a stay certificate
to them within five days.

https://scrollin/latest/984673/interfaith marriage-gujarat-he-orders-release-of-couple-
detained-for-10-days

Interfaith marriage: Gujarat HC orders release of couple detained for 10 days

The woman's father accused her husband of converting to Hinduism before marriage in
violation of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act 2003.

https://lndioncxpress.com[arti(!c/cilies/dg_lgl/no-nolices-pa[en(s-coup!es-spgcial-marriage«
act-delhi-7675184/

Don’t send notices to parents of couples under Special Marriage Act: Delhi government

This circular comes after a contempt case was filed before Delhi HC In August seeking action
against a SDM, whose office had sent a notice to an Interfaith couple’s parents last year

bng:[[m.llvelaw.ln[now_s-ugdatesllammu-and-knshmir-high-court-woman-cmbraces-
islam-marrles-a-muslim-grants-protcction—L?dS18

Woman Embraces Islam, Marries A Mustim- Jammu And Kashmir High Court Allows Couple
To Live Life Their Own Way", Grants Protection

htgps;/jw_ww,lwelaw.;[\/_pews-updamc/inwr-faith~mar,r_i_.jng_c-gularat-hc~junagadh-to-
ahmedabad-to-register-marriage- 169740

Inter-Faith Marriage- Gujarat HC Directs Police To Escort Woman To Ahmedabad To Register
Marriage, Questions Police For Calling Her To Police Statlon

https-[/scroll.injlatesxlsslggglcannot-inte[tcre-when-woman-marries-out—of-her-choice-
converts-religlon-says-calcytta-he
Cannot interfere when woman marries out of her choice, converts religion, says Calcutta HC

The court was hearing a plea by a Hindu man who alleged his daughter was forced to falsely
testify that she married a Muslim man with conszent.
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Displeased with Hindu-Muslim couple elopement, mob in Gujarat attacks,
burns man's house

Vadodra| By Press Trust of India
Jul 30, 20180907 PMIST

Accerding to police, 3 Hindu man and a Muslim woman eleped on June 29, Following which, the
woman'’s relatives and members from her community stormed the man's house

Advertisement

Four people were arrested for allegedly setting vehicles ablaze and stealing ornaments from a house
while demonstrating against the elopement of an interfaith couple, police said on Monday
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According to palice, & Hindu man and a Muslim woman eloped on June 29. Following which, the
woman's relatives and members from her community stormed the man's house in Sanjeli village in
neighbouring Dahod district an last Saturday,

Pawered By VDOLAI

The man's father, Prakash Bhoi, filed a complaint against the mob comprising at least 200 people,
Sanjeli police Sub-Inspector SN Barlya said.

The complainant alleged that the mob, armed with sticks and sharp weapons, set ablaze his multi-
utility vehicle and his neighbour’s moped bike, Bariya said.

"The complaint stated that the mob ransacked the house and looted ornaments worth 245,000 the

official said, adding that since the couple eloped, the woman's kin had asked the Bhoi family to send
thelr daughter back to them.

@

hepe S hiatiastines camimdio arewibagd eame web-birehs cunlin-cuglceebopcnuo-nat-n e wracha-tbanim pens e vy STMsgw 0

217



2 4)

050472023, 1644 Diaplowsol with Hinde-Mualm couple elopemest, mob in Goparat smcks, e sum’s howss | Latews Nows Ind s « Hintesun Tines

IPL2023  Live CricketScore HT Premium WebStories Trending Quiz  Videos Photos  Tech

PROMOTED <2

2 BHK Flats at Raheja

Residency, Malad (E)..

Spacious 3BHK Homes
inGoregaonat 72,84,

The woman's family had also staged a hunger strike outside the Sanjell police station cn July 22 and
had called it off only after officials assured them that their demands would be looked into, Bariya
said.

Dahod Superintendent of Police Hitesh Joysar said the entire area was under vigilance and efforts
were on Lo trace the couple

“We have taken prompt action to maintain peace in the area. Qur operation is on tonab the
remaining accused. We have also formed various teams to find the couple Joysar said.

Barlya Sub-Inspector said relevant sections pertaining to dacoity, rioting, arson and tresp
haven been invoked against members of the mob

He identified the four arrested as Razak Baandi, Irshad Baarvdi, Saleha Baandi and Rashida Baandi,
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Rescue operations resume at Sikkim avalanche scene
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