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The Judgment of the Court was delivered by

ANUP JAIRAM BHAMBHANI, J.:—
Introduction

1. The appellant, Devangana Kalita, is a student pursuing the M.Phil.-Ph.d. Programme in the Department
of Women's Studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, having completed her Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) degree in English from Miranda House College, Delhi University and Master of Arts degree in
Gender & Development at the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, United Kingdom.

2. The appellant has preferred the present appeal under section 21(4) of the National Investigation
Agency Act 2008 (*NIA Act’, for short) impugning order dated 28.01.2021 made by the learned Special Court
rejecting the appellant's bail application in case FIR No. 59/2020 dated 06.03.2020 (‘subject FIR’, for short)
registered initially under sections 147/148/149/120-B of the Penal Code, 1860 (‘IPC’, for short) at P.S. :
Crime Branch, New Delhi, to which offences under sections
109/114/124A/153A/186/201/212/295/302/307/341/353/395/419/420/427/435/436/452/454/468/471/34
IPC, sections 3/4 of the Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act, 1984 (*PDPP Act’, for short), sections
25/26 of Arms Act, 1959 and sections 13/16/17/18 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 ("UAPA’,
for short) were subsequently added.

3. The appellant was arrested and is stated to be in custody in the subject FIR since 29.05.2020.
Backdrop & essence of allegations against Appellant

4. The appellant is one of the accused in 04 FIRs, bearing FIR No. 250/2019 dated 21.12.2019 registered
at P.S. : Daryaganj; FIR No. 48/2020 dated 24.02.2020 registered at P.S. : Jafrabad; FIR No. 50/2020 dated
26.02.2021 registered at P.S. : Jafrabad; and FIR No. 59/2020 dated 06.03.2020 registered at P.S. : Crime
Branch, the last one being the subject FIR in the present appeal. It would be relevant to mention at this
point, that the appellant has already been admitted to regular bail in FIR Nos. 250/2019, 48/2020 and
50/2020 vidé orders dated 02.06.2020, 24.05.2020 and 01.09.2020 made by the concerned courts; and is
presently in judicial custody only in FIR No. 59/2020, that is in the subject FIR.

5. The essential case alleged by the State against the appellant is that, as part of a women's rights group
called Pinjra Tod (which may loosely be translated as ‘break-free from the cage’, namely from societal
shackles), and other activistic groups called the Delhi Protests Support Group (‘DPSG’, for short), the Jamia
Coordination Committee (‘JCC’, for short), Warriors, and ‘Auraton ka Inquilab’, the appellant participated in
what is described by the State as a ‘larger conspiracy’, to commit certain offences that are subject matter of
the subject FIR, which led to violence and rioting in the North-East Delhi between 22.02.2020 and
26.02.2020. These allegations arise from protests, in which the appellant is alleged to have participated,
against the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 (‘CAA’, for short) passed by Parliament and the exercise
undertaken by the Central Government to create a database of citizens called the National Register of
Citizens ("NRC’, for short); and the gravamen of the allegation is that as part of such protests, the appellant
along with co-conspirators instigated the local population in certain Muslim dominated areas of Delhi,
particularly women, and incited in them feelings of persecution, which subsequently led to violence and
rioting.

6. The sequence of the appellant's arrest in the various cases mentioned above also deserves to be
noticed. On 21.05.2020, an investigating team from P.S. : Crime Branch visited the appellant's residence
and served upon her a notice directing her to join investigation. Two days later, that is on 23.05.2020, the
appellant was arrested by police officers from P.S. : Jafrabad in FIR No. 48/2020; and upon being produced
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before the learned Duty Metropolitan Magistrate, the appellant was released on regular bail on 24.05.2020,
that is on the very next day, with an observation that the “accused was merely protesting against the NRC
and CAA and accused did not indulged in any violence”. Immediately upon being released on bail by the
learned Duty Metropolitan Magistrate, then-and-there in the same court-room, the appellant was re-arrested
by police officers from P.S. : Crime Branch in FIR No. 50/2020. Thereafter, while she was in judicial custody
in Tihar Jail in FIR No. 50/2020, on 29.05.2020 she was arrested in the subject FIR namely FIR No.
59/2020; and then again on 30.05.2020, the appellant was also arrested in FIR No. 250/2019.

7. As recorded above, the appellant has been admitted to regular bail in FIR No. 48/2020 vidé order
dated 24.05.2020; in FIR No. 250/2019 vidé order dated 02.06.2020; and in FIR No. 50/2020 vidé order
dated 17.09.2020 by the concerned courts. It bears mentioning that at the time the appellant was arrested
on 29.05.2020, while she was in Tihar Jail, the Investigating Officer did not seek her police custody in the
subject FIR; but sought police custody in FIR No. 250/2019 for 04 days on 30.05.2020, which was declined
and she was remanded to 04 days judicial custody in FIR No. 250/2019. Subsequently, on an application,
police custody of 03 days was granted in FIR No 250/2019 till 02.06.2020. Subsequently on 06.06.2020, the
appellant was remanded to 02 days police custody in the subject FIR, whereafter she was returned to
judicial custody on 08.06.2020 and has remained there ever since.

8. As per the record therefore, the appellant has 04 FIRs registered against her, all of which however
appear to arise from the same event, namely protests against the CAA and the NRC, in which she is alleged
to have participated. It deserves to be noted that though FIR No. 59/2020, namely the subject FIR, was
registered on 06.03.2020, the appellant was not arrested in the subject FIR until almost 03 months later
i.e., till 29.05.2020.

9. The investigation in the subject FIR is complete. Charge-sheet dated 16.09.2020 has been filed inter
alia naming the appellant as one of the accused persons; and although 02 supplementary charge-sheets
dated 22.11.2020 and 01.03.2021 have also been filed in the subject FIR, admittedly, the other charge-
sheets do not concern the appellant, and are therefore irrelevant for purposes of the present appeal.

10. The court is informed that vidé order dated 17.09.2020 the learned Special Court has taken
cognizance of the offences alleged in the subject charge-sheet, except offences under section
124A/153A/109/120B IPC, for which sanction for prosecution was still awaited from the State Government
as of the date of passing of the impugned order. However, charges have not yet been framed against the
accused persons.

11. Although earlier-on, vidé order dated 10.11.2020 in Crl. M. C. No. 2119/2020 filed by the State, a
learned Single Judge of this court had stayed further proceedings in the trial of the subject FIR, we are
informed that that stay order has since been vacated vidé order dated 23.03.2021 made by the learned
Single Judge.

Submissions on behalf of the Appellant

12. Mr. Adit S. Pujari, learned counsel appearing on behalf of the appellant, submits that in essence, the
allegations contained in the subject charge-sheet against the present appellant Devangana Kalita are almost
the same as those against co-accused Natasha Narwal, who has also preferred a criminal appeal bearing Crl.
A. No. 82/2021 before this court the order made by the learned Special Court rejecting her bail application.

13. Counsel points-out that on a perusal of the subject charge-sheet, it will be seen that the names of the
appellant and of co-accused Natasha Narwal appear more or less in the same breath, arising from alleged
WhatsApp messages and other evidence sought to be cited by the prosecuting agency in the case. If
anything, Mr. Pujari points-out, fewer allegations have been made against the appellant in the subject
charge-sheet of involvement in the protests. For this reason in fact, Mr. Pujari has made common
submissions in Crl. A. No. 82/2021 and in the present appeal bearing Crl.A. No. 90/2021.

14. Be that as it may, a brief summary of the submissions made on behalf of the appellant in the present
case is as follows:

(a) The appellant does not deny that she was part of the protests and the 24 x 7 sit-in organised
predominantly by women at two separate sites, namely at the 66-foota Road at the lafrabad Metro
Station, and at a site near Madina Masjid, Seelampur; but the appellant submits that she was not
present at the said protests sites at the time when violence and riots broke-out in and around those
locations between 22.02.2020 and 26.02.2020; and in evidence thereof, the appellant seeks to rely
upon her call detail records (CDRs) and CCTV footage of the cameras installed in that area.

(b) The appellant also contends that she was in ho manner concerned with calling for any violent protests
against the CAA or the NRC, either as part of Pinjra Tod, DPSG, JCC, Warriors, or ‘Auraton ka Inquilab’
groups. In fact the appellant denies that she was a member of the JCC Whatsapp group at all.

(c) The appellant further gainsays the allegation that she participated in various meetings as alleged; and
also denies that she was present at various protest sites when violence and rioting occurred,
submitting that such allegations are supported merely by bald statements of witnesses, most of whom
are protected witnesses, and whose statements came to be recorded much after the dates of the
alleged incidents. The appellant contends that what would be the best evidence in support of these
allegations, namely the CDRs and relevant video footage is being intentionally withheld by the
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investigating agency since it would belie their allegations.

(d) Counsel also points-out that the investigating agency has not produced nor even relied upon any
statement of an actual victim of the alleged violence that may name the appellant, since no such
statement exists; and further that, any such statement would only disprove the appellant's alleged
presence or involvement in the riots and violence. In this context, it is urged that copies of the CDRs
and video footage is not being provided to the appellant, though it is the appellant's submission, that
the protests in question were in fact professionally recorded by a videographer who was specially
engaged by the Delhi Police for the purpose.

(e) Counsel submits that in the subject charge-sheet, the court will find no reference to any specifics,
such as names and addresses of any actual victims who may have suffered injuries; nor any evidence
of the nature of injuries sustained nor any MLCs; nor any particulars of persons who may have died at
the locations where the appellant is alleged to have been present, since such details would contradict
the allegations levelled against the appellant. In fact, counsel contends that applications moved on
behalf of the appellant before the learned Special Court asking for copies of the contents/data of the
appellant's cellphone that was seized; for requisitioning her CDRs for the relevant period; and a copy of
the video footage recorded at the instance of the Delhi Police, have all been rejected by the learned
Special Court; and that thereby, the appellant has been put in a position where no exculpatory
evidence, although collected by and available with the prosecuting agency, is on record.

(f) The appellant contends that the effort of the State is evidently to make vague and non-specific
allegations of the appellant being involved some imaginary ‘larger conspiracy’ and to thereby implicate
her in events with which she had no concern.

(g) Counsel contends that the ingredients of the offences alleged under sections 15, 17 or 18 appearing in
Chapters IV and VI of the UAPA are not made-out even on a plain reading of the factual allegations
levelled against the appellant; and accordingly, the additional conditionalities, limitations, and
restrictions contained in section 43D(5) of the UAPA would not apply to the appellant's bail plea. Hence
the bail plea must be decided on the usual and ordinary principles of grant of bail, that is, the ‘triple
test’ of assessing the flight risk, evidence tampering and witness intimidation.

(h) Counsel also submits that no notice under section 41A of the Cr.P.C. was issued to the appellant; yet
she was arrested almost 03 months after the date of registration of the FIR. That she has always
remained available for investigation at her own residence throughout; and accordingly there is no
chance that she would flee from justice.

(i) Counsel points-out that the subject charge-sheet has already been filed and therefore all evidence
required to be collected is already available with the investigating agency; that there is no evidence in
the appellant's possession and there is no risk that she could tamper with any evidence. Furthermore,
considering the appellant's profile, including her educational background and the fact that she is a
student pursuing an M.Phil.-Ph.d. degree at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, it can hardly be said that
the appellant would influence any witnesses, much less intimidate them.

Submissions on behalf of the State

15. The State/Delhi Police has been represented in the matter by Mr. Amit Mahajan, learned Special
Public Prosecutor, who has sought to explain the appellant's involvement in what is alleged to be a ‘larger
conspiracy’ of inciting violence and rioting, which led to the events that occurred in the North-East part of
Delhi between 23.03.2020 and 26.02.2020. To this end, Mr. Mahajan has drawn the attention of this court to
certain portions of the subject charge-sheet dated 16.09.2020, which runs into about 19,000 pages. For ease
of reference, the portions to which attention is drawn are extracted in Annexure-A to this judgment.

16. The principal allegations levelled by the prosecuting agency against the appellant are as follows:

(a) It is alleged that the appellant is/was a member of the women's rights group called Pinjra Tod and
various other groups and formations identified by the WhatsApp groups named *‘Warriors’, ‘Auraton ka
Inquilab’, DPSG, and ]JCC; and that, as part of such groups, the appellant engaged in a conspiracy to
incite violence and riots in the guise of a protest against the CAA and the NRC, with the aim and intent
of destabilising the Government. To support this submission, the State draws attention to the portion
of the subject charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 1a-1b in Annexure - A attached to this judgment.

(b) The appellant is alleged to have been present at a meeting on 23.01.2020 at the office of Pinjra Tod at
E-1/13 Seelampur, Delhi, at which meeting, one of the principal accused advised the group to escalate
their chakkajam agitation (which may loosely be translated as a form of protest in which protesters
cause complete stoppage of vehicles and blockade of roads); and advised them that nothing would be
achieved by only giving inflammatory speeches. In this behalf, the State has drawn attention of this
court to the portion of the subject charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 2, 3a-3c, 4 and 5 in Annexure-
A attached to this judgment.

(c) It is further alleged that the appellant also attended a meeting on the night of 16/17.02.2020 at a
place called Chand Bagh, where it is alleged that the conspirators agreed to execute the chakkajam, in
evidence of which the State points to the part of the subject charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 6, 7
and 8a-8c in Annexure-A.
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(d) By way of a specific role assigned to her, it is alleged that the appellant was one of the leaders who
organised the protesters inter alia at a site described as the plot of Chaudhary Mateen in Jafrabad,
Delhi; at another site described as Opposite Tent Wala School, Jafrabad, Delhi; and also at a Fruit
Market in Seelampur, Delhi. Attention of this court is invited in this behalf to the portion of the subject
charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 in Annexure-A.

(e) The State has also implicated the appellant as one of the co-conspirators in organizing and instigating
the 24 x 7 sit-in protests led by around 300 women at the Madina Masjid, Seelampur; and the protest
held on 23.02.2020, when women protesters occupied the 66-foota Road at Jafrabad Metro Station,
blocking traffic and creating a chakkajam and also engaging in shouting slogans and instigating the
public against the Government by giving bhadkau-bhashan namely inflammatory speeches. Support for
this allegation is drawn by the State from the portion of subject charge-sheet appearing as Screenshot
14a-14b, 15a-15b, 16, 17a-17b, 18, 19, 20a-20b, 21, 22, 23a-23d and 24 in Annexure A.

(f) The appellant is further sought to be implicated in distributing packets of chilly powder to women
protesters, with instructions to attack the police and the military with it. It is further alleged that inter
alia the appellant asked women and youngsters to stockpile chilly powder, dandas (sticks), empty
bottles, acid and stones for use when occasion arises. In this regard, the State refers to the portion of
the subject charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 in Annexure A.

(g) It is further alleged that the appellant that, along with other protesting women, proceeded from the
Jafrabad protest site to the Maujpur-Babarpur metro station, which brought them near the pro-CAA
protesters, where it is alleged, that the appellant distributed chilly powder, bottles, and stones to
women protesters, which were thrown at the pro-CAA protesters sitting at that protest site. The State
draws the attention of this court to the portion of the charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 33a-33b,
34, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39a-39b in Annexure A, to support this allegation.

(h) The State also alleges that, as part of executing the conspiracy, the appellant was also involved in the
actual riots that occurred in North-East Delhi, though no specific or particular role has been assigned to
her in relation thereto. It is also alleged that as part of the protests, the perpetrators used firearms,
petrol bombs, acid, iron rods, swords, knives, stones, sling shots, and chilly powder, etc., to terrorise
people and the society at large. To support this submission, the State references the portion of the
subject charge-sheet extracted as Screenshot 40, 41a-41c, 42, 43 and 44.

(i) The prosecuting agency seeks to substantiate the foregoing allegations on the strength of statements
of several witnesses, including many who have been declared as protected witnesses; and on the basis
of video recordings, which the prosecuting agency says they have seized and which, they say, show the
appellant's presence.

Basis & reasoning of Impugned Order

17. It transpires that the learned Special Court has rejected the bail pleas filed by co-accused Natasha
Narwal (appellant in CRL.A. No. 82/2021) as well as Devangana Kalita (appellant in the present CRL.A. No.
90/2021) by two separate but almost verbatim orders, both dated 28.01.2021. The reasoning that informs
the rejection of the bail pleas is also identical in both orders.

18. For sake of completeness, we may summarise the reasoning which has impelled the learned Special
Court to reject the appellant's bail, which reasoning we have also referred to in our contemporaneous
judgment dated 15.06.2021 in CRL.A. No. 82/2021 titled ‘Natasha Narwal v. State’. The learned Special
Court has proceeded essentially on an un-critical acceptance of the allegations contained in the subject
charge-sheet and appears to have given weightage to the following considerations:

(a) The learned Special Court says that since under section 45 of the UAPA, previous sanction of the
Central Government is required for a court to take cognizance of any offence under Chapters IV and VI
of the UAPA; and that, before the Central Government gives such sanction, the Central Government
itself is required to consider the report of an authority to be appointed by it, which authority is
supposed to make an independent review of the evidence gathered in the course of investigation,
therefore:“In the present case, previous sanction was taken under UAPA and thus, an independent
review of the evidence gathered during the investigation has been done by an independent authority
after its satisfaction about the evidence”. Accordingly, the learned Special Court says that since such
‘independent review’ by an ‘independent authority’ must already have been undertaken in respect of
the evidence gathered in the investigation, on the basis of which the Central Government has granted
sanction for prosecution for offences under Chapters IV and VI of UAPA, that lends credence to the
allegations. In our reading of the impugned order, the learned Special Court appears to believe that the
grant of sanction by the Central Government all but obviates the need for the court to apply its own
mind or to consider whether any offence under Chapters IV and VI of the UAPA is made out;

(b) The learned Special Court has also proceeded on the basis that the appellant was a member of Pinjra
Tod, DPSG, Warriors, and ‘Auraton ka Inquilab’ and was “part of a multi-layered conspiracy and in
regular touch and reporting to the higher conspirators”, which, the learned Special Court concludes,
makes her actions culpable.

19. For one, we would wish to immediately debunk this misconception that merely because section 45 of
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the UAPA mandates an independent review of the evidence gathered by an independent authority appointed
by the Central Government; which independent authority is to recommend to the Central Government
whether or not sanction for prosecution for offences under the UAPA is to be given, that legal requirement in
itself, in any manner, obviates the need for the court to apply its own independent mind and to form its own
independent judicial view as to whether any offence under the UAPA is disclosed in the charge-sheet and in
the material placed along with it. It does not.

20. In fact we are of the view that the purported independent review of evidence by a purported
independent authority; and the fact that the Central Government has, based thereupon, granted sanction of
prosecution for offences under Chapters IV or VI of the UAPA, must never enter the consideration of the
court when deciding whether the ingredients of any offence under the UAPA are disclosed in the charge-
sheet.

21. We must point-out that offences under the UAPA are treated as extremely serious, inviting very
severe punishment; and therefore, the formation of an independent judicial view by the court at every step
of the way, is imperative.

22. In our contemporaneous judgment dated 15.06.2021 rendered in the case titled ‘Asif Igbal Tanha v.
State of NCT of Delhi’ in CRL. A. No. 39/2021, we have given our interpretation of the phrase ‘terrorist act’
appearing in section 15 of the UAPA and in other related provisions. We have also expressed our view on the
constitutionally guaranteed right to protest that flows from Article 19(1)(b) of the Constitution; as also our
understanding of the general principles of bail. Since the present appellant is a co-accused in the same
subject FIR, we would repeat, if only to reiterate, the view taken on these aspects in the said other case. The
view taken in that case is set-out below.

Interpretation of ‘terrorist act’ & related provisions under UAPA

23. In its contemporaneous judgment rendered in Asif Igbal Tanha (supra), this court has analysed in
detail the provisions engrafting ‘terrorist act’ and ‘conspiracy’ or ‘act preparatory’ to the commission of a
terrorist act. Without repeating that exercise in the present judgement, it would be sufficient to recapitulate
the position of law in that regard, as expatiated by this court in the said judgement.

24. As detailed by this court in Asif Igbal Tanha (supra), the position is that though the phrase ‘terrorist
act’ has been given a very wide and detailed definition in section 15, in our considered view, the court must
be careful in employing the definitional words and phrases used in section 15 in their absolute, literal sense
or use them lightly in a manner that would trivialise the extremely heinous offence of ‘terrorist act’, without
understanding how terrorism is different even from conventional, heinous crime.

25. In Hitendra Vishnu Thakur v. State of Maharashtra: the Hon'ble Supreme Court says that the extent
and reach of a terrorist activity must travel beyond the effect of an ordinary crime and must not arise merely
by causing disturbance of law and order or even public order. The Hon'ble Supreme Court says that the
effect of terrorist activity must be such that it travels beyond the capacity of the ordinary law enforcement
agencies to deal with it under the ordinary penal law. The following words in Hitendra Vishnu Thakur (supra)
bear careful attention:

“..'terrorism’ is generally an attempt to acquire or maintain power or control by intimidation and
causing fear and helplessness in the minds of the people at large or any section thereof and is a totally
abnormal phenomenon ...".

(emphasis supplied)
26. Furthermore, in the same judgment that the Hon'ble Supreme Court says:

“...it is not the intention of the Legislature that every criminal should be tried under TADA, where the
fall out of his activity does not extend beyond the normal frontiers of the ordinary criminal activity. Every
‘terrorist’” may be a criminal but every criminal cannot be given the label of a 'terrorist’ only to
set in motion the more stringent provisions of TADA ...”

(emphasis supplied)

27. The Hon'ble Supreme Court has further explained the concept of terrorism in People’s Union For Civil

Liberties v. Union of Indiaz ("PUCL’, for short) in which decision, quoting Mohd. Igbal M. Shaikh v. State of
Maharashtra3 the Hon'ble Supreme Court says:

.ft may be poss.fb.-‘e to descr.fbe it as use of violence when its most ngortant resuft is not merefg

or has the gotent:af of groducmg on the society as a whofe
(emphasis supplied)
28. In PUCL (supra), the Hon'ble Supreme Court also observes that:

"... Terrorist acts are meant to destabilise the nation by challenging its sovereignty and
integrity, to raze the constitutional principles that we hold dear, to create a psyche of fear and
anarchism among common people, to tear apart the secular fabric, to overthrow democratically
elected government, to promote prejudice and bigotry, to demoralise the security forces, to

thwart the economic progress and development and so on. This cannot be equated with a usual law
and order problem within a State. On the other hand, it_is_inter-State, international or cross-border

in character. Fight against the overt and covert acts of terrorism is not a reqular criminal justice
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endeavour. Rather, it is defence of our nation and its citizens. It is a challenge to the whole
nation and invisible force of Indianness that binds this great nation together ...”

(emphasis supplied)

29. More recently, in Yakub Abdul Razak Memon v. State of Maharashtra through CBI, Bombay%, the

Hon'ble Supreme Court refers to acts of terrorism in the following words:

"... Acts _of terrorism can range from threats to actual assassinations, kidnappings, airline

hijackings, bomb scares, car bombs, building explosions, mailing of dangerous materials,

mputer based attacks and the use of chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons—weapons of

mass destruction (WMD)"”

(emphasis supplied)

30. As this Court has held in Asif Igbal Tanha (supra) therefore, in our view, although the definition of
‘terrorist act’ in section 15 UAPA is wide and even somewhat vague, the definition must partake of the
essential character of terrorism and the phrase ‘terrorist act’ cannot be permitted to be applied in a cavalier
manner to criminal acts or omissions that fall squarely within the definition of conventional offences as
defined inter alia under the IPC. We must not forget the principle laid down by the Constitution Bench of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court in A.K. Roy v. Union of India® where it says that the requirement that crimes must be
defined with an appropriate definitiveness is a fundamental concept of criminal law and must be regarded as
a pervading theme of our Constitution since the decision in Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India%; and that the
underlying principle is that every person is entitled to be informed as io what the State commands or

permits and the life and liberty of the person cannot be put on peril of an ambiquity. The
Constitution Bench further says that to stand true to this principle, what is expected is that the language of

the law must contain adequate warning of the conduct which may fall within the proscribed area ‘when
measured by common understanding’. Most importantly, the Constitution Bench says:

"... These expressions, though they are difficult to define, do not elude a just application to
practical_situations. The use of language carries with it the inconvenience of the imperfections of
language...”.

"...We must, however, utter a word of caution that since the concepts are not defined, undoubtedly
because they are not capable of a precise definition, courts must strive to give to those concepts a
narrower construction than what the literal words suggest ...".

(emphasis supplied)

31. We must also carefully note the words of another Constitution Bench of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
Sanjay Dutt v. State through CBI (II)L to the effect that when law visits a person with serlous penal
consequences, courts must take extra care to ensure that

to be covered by the express language of the statute "are not roped in by stretching the law”.

32. Our jurisprudence therefore dictates that where a provision of law which contains serious penal
consequences is vague or widely worded, such provision must be constmed narmw.-‘y to bring it within the
constitutional framework; and most |mp0rtantly, 1 lest it unjustly
draw within its ambit persons whom the Legislature never intended to punish. Where the court finds that an
act or omission is adequately addressed and dealt with by the ordinary penal law of the land, the court must
not countenance a State agency ‘crying wolf.

33. Upon a careful consideration of the aforesaid verdicts of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, in our opinion,
the intent and purpose of Parliament in enacting the UAPA and in amending it in 2004 and 2008 to bring
terrorist activity within its scope, was and could only have been, to deal with matters of profound impact on
the ‘Defence of India’, nothing more and nothing less. Had that not been the case, UAPA could not have
been enacted by Parliament since the only entries in List-I of the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution that
would bring the statute within the legislative competence of Parliament are Entry 1 read with Entry 93
relating to the Defence of India and offences with respect to the Defence of India. It was not the intent, nor
purpose of enacting UAPA that other offences of the usual and ordinary kind, however grave, egregious or
heinous in their nature and extent, should also be covered by UAPA, since such conventional matters would
have fallen within Entry 1 of List-II (State List) and/or Entry 1 of List-III (Concurrent List) of the Seventh
Schedule of our Constitution. This is the only possible view that can be taken if we are to lean in favour of
constitutionality of the provisions of section 15, 17 and 18 of the UAPA, as we must.

Right to Protest

34. As in Asif Igbal Tanha (supra), since this matter also emanates from protests organised by certain
persons against the CAA and the NRC; and since the State alleges that these were not ordinary protests but
were of a kind that have shaken, or are ‘likely’ to have shaken, the entire foundations of our Nation, we must
discuss what the law considers as permissible contours of a protest that would not threaten our Nation.

35. In this context, we are required to examine, as to when the constitutionally guaranteed right to
protest flowing from the right under Article 19(1)(b) of the Constitution to “assemble peaceably and without
arms”, turns into a cognizable offence under the ordinary penal law; and when the right to protest gets
further vitiated and becomes a terrorist act, or a conspiracy or an act preparatory, to commission of a
terrorist act under the UAPA.
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36. The observations of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of Indiat
give the most lucid answer, explaining the contours of legitimate protest. In the said decision, the Hon'ble
Supreme Court says that legitimate dissent is a distinguishable feature of any democracy and the question is
not whether the issue raised by the protestors is right or wrong or whether it is justified or unjustified, since
people have the right to express their views; and a particular cause, which in the first instance, may appear
to be insignificant or irrelevant may gain momentum and acceptability when it is duly voiced and debated.
The Hon'ble Supreme Court further says that a demonstration may take various forms : it may be noisy,
disorderly and even violent, in which case it would not fall within the permissible limits of Article 19(1)(a) or
19(1)(b) and in such a case the Government has the power to regulate, including prohibit, such protest or
demonstration. The Government may even prohibit public meetings, demonstrations or protests on streets or
highways to avoid nuisance or disturbance of traffic but the Government cannot close all streets or open
areas for public meetings thereby defeating the fundamental right that flows from Article 19(1)(a) and 19(1)
(b) of the Constitution.

37. In the present case, we are not deciding if the protests, in organising which the appellant is alleged to
have been involved, were within the constitutionally guaranteed right to assembly, or whether they crossed
the limit of what is permissible under Article 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(b) and became non-peaceful protests.
However, what we find is that, for one there is nothing to say that the Government had prohibited the
protest in the first instance. What we know is that offences, if any, that are alleged to have been committed
by reason of the protests having been turned non-peaceful, are subject matter of FIR Nos. 48/2020 and
50/2020, in which the appellant is one of the accused and in which the appellant has been admitted to bail
and will face trial in due course. There is absolutely nothing in the subject charge-sheet, by way of any
specific or particularised allegation, that would show the possible commission of a ‘terrorist act’” within the
meaning of section 15 UAPA; or an act of ‘raising funds’ to commit a terrorist act under section 17; or an act
of ‘conspiracy’ to commit or an ‘act preparatory’ to commit, a terrorist act within the meaning of section 18
UAPA. Accordingly, prima-facie we are unable to discern in the subject charge-sheet the elemental factual
ingredients that are a must to found any of the offences defined under section 15, 17 or 18 UAPA.

38. In our view, the subject charge-sheet and the material filed therewith does not contain any specific,
particularised, factual allegations that would make-out the ingredients of the offences under sections 15,
17 or 18 UAPA. As we have observed in Asif Igbal Tanha (supra), alleging extremely grave and serious penal
offences under sections 15, 17 and 18 UAPA against people frivolously, would undermine the intent and
purpose of the Parliament in enacting a law that is meant to address threats to the very existence of our
Nation. Wanton use of serious penal provisions would only trivialise them. Whatever other offence(s) the
appellant may or may not have committed, at least on a prima facie view, the State has been unable to
persuade us that the accusations against the appellant show commission of offences under sections 15, 17
or 18 UAPA.

39. Since, in the opinion of this Court, no offence under sections 15, 17 or 18 UAPA is made-out against
the appellant on a prima facie appreciation of the subject charge-sheet and the material collected and cited
by the prosecution, the additional conditions, limitations and restrictions on grant of bail under section 43D
(5) UAPA do not apply; and the court must therefore apply the usual and ordinary considerations for bail
under section 439 Cr.P.C.

General Principles of Bail

40. The general principles of grant or refusal of bail are well settled. Since a detailed discussion of such
principles has recently been made by us in our judgment in Asif Igbal Tanha (supra), only a brief reiteration
of the principles would suffice in the present case, since both cases arise from the same subject FIR.

41. Though grant of bail involves exercise of discretionary power by the court, as always, the exercise of
discretion must be judicious and not perfunctory or as a matter of course. In granting bail the court must
keep in mind not only the nature of accusations but also the severity of the punishment and the nature of
evidence in support of the accusations. Apart from being prima facie satisfied as regards the charges
levelled; the court must also reasonably assess the apprehension of flight risk, evidence tampering and
witness intimidation; with careful regard to the genuineness of the prosecution. The court must also consider
the character, behaviour, means, position and standing of the accused and the likelihood of the offence being
repeated?.

42. Furthermore, we remind ourselves that the object of bail is neither punitive nor preventative but is
principally to secure the presence of the accused at the trial; and that punishment begins only after
conviction and that everyone is deemed to be innocent until duly tried and found guilty. It is well settled
that detention in custody pending completion of trial can cause great hardship to an accused; that it is
improper for any court to refuse bail as a mark of disapproval of the past conduct or to refuse bail to a
person yet to be convicted only to give him a taste of imprisonment as a lesson. “Necessity” to secure the
attendance of an accused at the trial, the Hon'ble Supreme Court has held, is the operative test.it It also
requires to be understood that though the larger interest of the public or the State and other similar
considerations are also relevant, there is no hard and fast rule and each case has to be considered on its own
facts, circumstances and merits.t

43. Since courts often tend to fall into this error, it is extremely important to bear in mind the words of
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the Hon'ble Supreme Court that grant of bail cannot be thwarted merely by asserting that an offence is
grave, since the gravity of the offence can only beget the length of the sentence, which may be awarded
upon conclusion of the trial.lz

44, We must also never forget the profound insight of V.R. Krishna Iyer, ]., when he said that the
consequences of pre-trial detention are grave; that by being kept in custody, an undertrial accused, though
presumed innocent, is subjected to psychological and physical deprivations of jail life; that the accused is
also prevented from contributing to the preparation of the defence; and that the burden of pre-trial
detention frequently falls heavily on the innocent members of the family..2
Discussion & Conclusions

45. From the foregoing discussion the position that emerges is this. There is no contest that, as member
of certain women's rights organisations and other groups, the appellant did participate and help organise
protests against the CAA and the NRC in Delhi. Considering however, that the right to protest is a
fundamental right that flows from the constitutionally guaranteed right to assemble peaceably and without
arms enshrined in Article 19(1)(b) of our Constitution, surely the right to protest is not outlawed and cannot
be termed as a ‘terrorist act’ within the meaning of the UAPA, unless of course the ingredients of the
offences under sections 15, 17 and/or 18 of the UAPA are clearly discernible from the factual allegations
contained in charge-sheet and the material filed therewith. So, the question we must answer is, whether on
a plain, straightforward and objective reading of the allegations against the appellant contained in the
subject charge-sheet read with the purported WhatsApp chats and statements of various witnesses relied
upon by the State, do such allegations impute to the appellant any specific, particularised or definite act,
which answers the ingredients of the offences under sections 15, 17 and/or 18 of the UAPA?

46. In fact, on a reading of the portions of the subject charge-sheet to which attention has been invited
by the State and which have been extracted in the screenshots in Annexure-A to this judgment, we find that
invariably the appellant's name appears along with that of several other alleged co-conspirators and even the
instructions and directions allegedly issued by the main accused persons are not directed to the appellant. In
our reading of the subject charge-sheet and the material included in it, therefore, prima-facie the allegations
made against the appellant are not even borne-out from the material on which they are based.

47. We are afraid, that in our opinion, shorn-off the superfluous verbiage, hyperbole and the stretched
inferences drawn from them by the prosecuting agency, the factual allegations made against the appellant
do not prima facie disclose the commission of any offence under sections 15, 17 and/or 18 of the UAPA. As
expatiated by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in the precedents cited above, protests against Governmental and
Parliamentary actions are legitimate; and though such protests are expected to be peaceful and non-violent,
it is not uncommon for protesters to push the limits permissible in law. The making of inflammatory
speeches, organising chakkajams, and such like actions are not uncommon when there is widespread
opposition to Governmental or Parliamentary actions. Even if we assume for the sake of argument, without
expressing any view thereon, that in the present case inflammatory speeches, chakkajams, instigation of
women protesters and other actions, to which the appellant is alleged to have been party, crossed the line of
peaceful protests permissible under our Constitutional guarantee, that however would yet not amount to
commission of a ‘terrorist act’ or a ‘conspiracy’ or an ‘act preparatory’ to the commission of a terrorist act as
understood under the UAPA.

48. We are constrained to say, that it appears, that in its anxiety to suppress dissent and in the morbid
fear that matters may get out of hand, the State has blurred the line between the constitutionally
guaranteed ‘right to protest’ and ‘terrorist activity’. If such blurring gains traction, democracy would be in
peril.

49. Therefore, having bestowed our anxious consideration to the allegations contained in charge-sheet
dated 16.09.2020 and the material adduced therewith, we do not think that the accusations made against
the appellant under sections 15, 17 and/or 18 of the UAPA are prima facie true. In view thereof, the
stringent conditionalities contained in section 43D(5) of the UAPA will not apply; and the appellant's bail
plea would need to be considered on the general principles of bail enunciated above.

50. Since the subject charge-sheet has been filed and cognisance of some of the offences has been taken,
but charges are yet to be framed by the learned Special Court; and there are around 740 prosecution
witnesses, including public witnesses, protected witnesses, and police witnesses, who would have to be
examined during trial, there is hardly any doubt that the process will take a very long time, since not even
one witness has so far been examined. The prevailing pandemic and the consequent truncated functioning of
courts, will only add to the delay.

51. It is the conceded position that the appellant has already been granted regular bail in FIR Nos.
250/2019, 48/2020 and 50/2020 vidé orders dated 02.06.2020, 24.05.2020 and 01.09.2020 respectively
made by the concerned courts; and as we have noticed, in order dated 24.05.2020 the court has in fact
recorded that the appellant had only engaged in protests against the CAA and the NRC but did not indulge in
any violence. From the factual matrix it appears that there is evidently some overlap between the allegations
against the appellant as contained in the other FIRs and in the subject FIR, since the offences alleged in all
cases arise from alleged violence and rioting that occurred in the North-East Delhi between 22.02.2020 and
26.02.2020.
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52. Furthermore, considering the educational background, profile and appellant's position in life, we also
see no reason to suspect or apprehend that the appellant is either a flight risk or that she will indulge in
evidence tampering, or witness intimidation, or will otherwise impede the trial in any way.

53. Due notice is also taken of the fact that the appellant was not arrested in the subject FIR for nearly 03
months after the date of its registration.

54, In the circumstances, we see no reason, basis or justification to detain the appellant in judicial
custody in the subject FIR any longer.

55. As a sequitur to the above discussion, we deem it appropriate to allow the present appeal and set-
aside impugned order dated 28.01.2021 made by the learned Special Court in case FIR No. 59/2020 dated
06.03.2020 registered at P.S. : Special Cell, Delhi.

56. Accordingly, we also admit the appellant to regu/ar bail until conclusion of the trial subject to the
following conditions:

(a) The appellant shall furnish a personal bond in the sum of Rs. 50,000/- (Rs. Fifty Thousand Only) with

02 local sureties in the like amount, to the satisfaction of the learned trial court;

(b) The appellant shall furnish to the Investigating Officer/S.H.O. a cellphone number on which the
appellant may be contacted at any time and shall ensure that the number is kept active and switched-
on at all times;

(c) The appellant shall ordinarily reside at her place of residence as per the trial court records and shall
inform the Investigating Officer if she changes her usual place of residence;

(d) If the appellant has a passport, she shall surrender the same to the learned trial court and shall not
travel out of the country without prior permission of the learned trial court;

(e) The appellant shall not contact, nor visit, nor offer any inducement, threat or promise to any of the
prosecution witnesses or other persons acquainted with the facts of case. The appellant shall not
tamper with evidence nor otherwise indulge in any act or omission that is unlawful or that would
prejudice the proceedings in the pending trial.

57. Nothing in this order shall be construed as an expression on the merits of the pending trial.

58. A copy of this order be sent to the concerned Jail Superintendent.

59. The appeal stands disposed of in the above terms.

60. Pending applications, if any, are also disposed of.
ANNEXURE-A

RELEVANT SCREENSHOTS EXTRACTED
FROM THE SUBJECT CHARGE-SHEET

The names and other identifying details of persons other than the
appellant and co-accused Natasha Narwal have been redacted by this
Court.

Screenshot 1a

JCC also worked in tandem with the other conspirators for the mobilisaton of
the crowd, sustaining and providing logistic support to the different protest
sites in Delhi raised by DPSG through its constituents namely UAH, JCC,
Pinjra Tod and others.

Follwing members of JCC were representative of JCC in DPSG group:

n I 1 o 0
2) I UAH. SI0, 3CC)
3) [ <hudai Khidmatgar & JCC)

Following member of Pinjra Tod were representative of Pinjra Tod in
DPSG group:

2128
T —————————
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Screemshot 1h

1) Devangna Kalita
2)  Natasha Narwal

Following members of UAH were representative of UAH in DPSG group:

1

2) A

3) A

+ I
This factum of all these organisations working in tandem under the aegis of
DPSG is manifested in the events which unfolded during these protests which
indudes creation and establishment of permanent 24*7 sit in protest sites in
Muslim majority areas, sustenance of these protest sites, funding of these
protest sites, providing logistics to these protest sites and escalation of
protests leading to completely blocking the traffic at pre-designated spots on
pre-decided roads i.e Chakka Jaam and then engineering riots by inciting
vialence, attack on Police and Public Personnel, damage and destruction of
Public and Private properties by use of firearms, arson and by other means.

In pursuance and furtherance of common conspiracy various constituents of
DPSG, which indudes JCC, UAH, Pinjra Tod and others were successful in
creating permanent 24*7 sit in protest at following places:-

2129

Screenshot 2

SRRl DR 17 BTl
s B - Ocvzgana |, Natasha ]
3¢ I ¥ ©X & e £ 1 /13, Seelampur # =T office
T T@T 9T | 3H room XXXX Y 71 9v wad @ | 39 room H
I o e s @ S s a@ v T
T B WHR gEeet & R § | g ager o, 0 @
uﬁm|ammﬁ!f&ﬂmt|ﬁmﬂ=guftw
mﬂmlﬁﬁﬂﬁmwmwﬁmrmuphmo
Riar &t wor w338 3o R aw, [ ovet @ @ ot o
9 WY lal mirch powder, 32 3R acid bottle ®=x am3n| N
& J&T & code words t use #e oY | X B w §z & war
Nanital e ¥ | $&&1 Feerw grer o1 & road block #<a g &
3R e 9y T § Ha@w road block # uF ¥ ¥ code word
use BT & S 3 JiREl Ik wERRET & @ oar @F @ 3ER A
A e B 22022020 #t wer fix # owd | ¥ road biock
vt & e [l @ s Pinjaratod #r e I .
-dec:'deﬁi‘mmljﬁwwma'rﬁ#mmcal ot @
ad FO0OOOOCOOOOOKKNNK ¥ | #AF 3 v B uw A
1434
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Screenshot 3a

T o1 | 5 F=Ed &, P YR WA 7 e dRa &
®g, Old Central bank, Seelampur, Fruit Market & ure, CAA-
NRC & e et W & afe =€ 9w & ger R | sa&
a0 Tt & ary aelr el ¥ gEET W ladies
F HEZFER B FH F@ ot JX CAA FRw & Rears S w&
S o FEA oh B R ER T FE A @ @ TR
B Fex ¥ @ grent o off aft a7 @A | Reiw 15 sad
1553
T — —

Screenshot 3b

N ua & zva wiw 8w [ & ¥y wEw
Devgana, Natasha 73aTe@ ot JINU F o ¥ 7 Risr g 79 &
uhisoold
I - 100150 sk & W Old Bus Stand
(Madina Masjid) Zafrabaad, Delhi ®X 4@ W ¥z 7§ 7 g
wx w wf atwe T = ¥ i aw @ adoS&
w0 dkm s=oi ¥ =< E-1/13, Seelampur, Delhi #Y,
secret meetings ¥ AT Jifsw =1 frar | 3w =, ¥W
s & anferar & [ I < Pinie Tod #r

I Devangna, Natasha, [ -~
Bl 7 st s office # w§ meetings # wfaw gu | F T

gt 3 & T 37 office #F TaT STET AT 41 | 23/01/20 i T
w ¥ o w o ol W R e = [ o ¥ B
w # [ = o o5 2 e ¢ S et
FHaE § aur g TE A A F e )00 e AW w Fer ar |
su # urw & gaeA w0k ag qgwr & aw 4% s &
-ﬂwtﬂ?ﬂmmﬂwmma
CANNRC amy &9 forad v gt anft & dady »w=i et | o0
meeting = == o protests & T THHT I FIAT
BN | AF wEH A A e gt el Afew 8 3wl wwen
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ardl bottles, Weux, 8, chilly powder, fE Y & gFHger &=
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Screenshot 3¢

1 wg @t &M F waw s e o v | s
a w@ www s & zgw 3w et & aan far s | [N

B -l = + fv 3w o a2 0ok

Screenshot 4

Il 1 7= E -1-13 5 3egie office =@ T@r ar @@l o¥
sl AR g w9 | 23.1.2020 = [ s
g3 | O 35 office # [ a3 Faren, I
®r AT el T | XXX & diey 9y 3aF ar ar | dd mr
- Eoiiiernd Bl Bt O
4r | [ 77 @ @ CANRC ¥ f@wrs #Ra @R &t
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39 9T 99 J91 AR 91 89 89 AR ¥ | 29 N waTs
SR A 1A T e XK T I AT IR AT e 3 |
A da Ra & e[l 7o, Raven, dda & &8 o &
# g H @ Aidd, acid, T, g IR gEer = |

T — —8
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Screenshot 5

Two whatsapp groups in the name of "WARRIOR" (ceated on
26/12/2020) and "AUROTO KA INKLAB" were created by the accused

Devangana Kalita, Natasha Narwal and others were the members
of this group. Chats of both the groups were deleted by the accused
I "atasha and Devangana Kalita. Chats of Warrior group were
recovered from the mobile phone of accused [N

In pursuance and furtherance of common conspiracy, in the intervening
night of 23-24/1/2020 one of the main conspirators [N had
visited the Seelampur protest site and held a secret meeting at E-1/13,
New Seelampur, Delhi which was attended by I Natasha Narawal,
Devangana Kalita, IS and other associates. In this meeting [N
Ildirected that protest should ultimately escalate to riots and should
result in spilling of bloods of policemen and others. Further, [ NN
told them that this is the only possible means to bring the government of
India on its knees and to force the Government to withdraw the CAA/NRC.
I =< also directed the above said accused persons to induce
local women of Seelampur to start stockpiling knives, bottles, acids, stones,
chili powder and other dangerous articles to be used in rioting as a part of
conspiracy. (Statements of protected public witnesses Delta, Gama,
Echo, Yankee, Smith and Sierra are on record in this regard). The
position of the participants was corroborated by their mobile phone details.
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Screenshot 6

=1 fA&et & 3uR 9T 16/17 wadr i ud F =g 99T protest
site << [ M = < secret meeting
mm-aﬂmﬂr #Aarem, g @ a1 & protest
sites ¥ representatives =1 attend T&ar| XOOXXX 7T 47 9 SiF
XXXX g8 A & ay # #Aepr gor dr XXXXX $§ meeting 3
XXXXX | 36 meeting & &0 FATH Hi-ax, Boell @ T AR
Zar & o Fr T o 57 g W @ wEEa o ¥ | OO FH
T F AR R oT )OO0 @ RN @ A gem D00 ared
XXXXX Sifes DPSG group &I #Away 30 o1 & damar ar XXXXX
AW @ § FeAdT 91 AR §H @FIT F 37 91 F DPSG whatsapp
group 9 31 SIR-20R ¥ 3omEm)

————*

Screenshot 7

i
o
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Screenshot 8a

17/02/2020, Yesterday, we at chandbag tried to organize a meeting
02:33 PM - of 5 protest site namely 1) Chandbagh 2) Mustafabad

EXECUTION OF THE CONSPIRACY:

The wvisit of U.S President Donald Trump, which was knovn to the
conspirators from 14" January 2020, when It was first broken on
television media, got formal schedule declared on 11.02.2020. In
pursuance and furtherance of common conspiracy, a meeting of protest
site leaders of Chand Bagh, Mustafabad, Kardumpuri and Jafrabad was
held in the intervening night of 16/17 Feb'20 at 02:00 AM. In the
meeting it was decided and agreed that a coordinated blockade of
traffic on roads i.e. Chakka-Jaam would be executed during the visit of
President of USA, Donald Trump by the members of all the protest sites
of the North-East Delhi. Post Chakka-lam, all protest site members will
adopt violent measures to escalate the protests.

3) Kardumpuri 4) Zafrabad & 5) Sunder Nagri.
We invited only organizers for meeting.

didn't participated and some uninvited
and disturbing elements somehow got aware of
meeting time and venue and as a result meeting failed.

Our agenda was how to sustain the on-going protests
and how to coordinate between these protest sites as
they within 5km radius.

17/02/2020, iﬁe ppl are saying they discussed about 1 protest

Screemnshot 8b

2204

Yamuna protest sites.
We want nonviolent protests. We can't allow road block
plans.

17/02/2020 Two people from our organising team said.

, 03:06 PM And you deleted your own message where you
mentioned atout the road block plan.

instead of 4 and some road block plan

Locals from any protest sites are not willing to block
the road. Because they are locals and they will suffer.

But some outsiders who claim to facilitate the protests,
they are planning to block the roads.

s saying disturbing elements to some of us who
are gly opposing any mad blockade in our trans

1 was there In my Individual capacity. I was not
representing any group.

You can't distract the issue, please.

We don't want viclence in our areas. And we will
prevent violence at any cost.

You may label me with anything. I will not let violence
l_" 5

2205
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Screenshot 8c

But | would like 1o tell that some
you Il i “.rc. --_um?ﬁ- h

lans of rasd - e
of inciting b s b et

17/02/2020 Itnaa samjh lo sirf ki viclence nahi kame denge
,03:34 PN tumhe aur tumhare dosto ko, bhal

Inp ce and furth of 1 conspiracy members of JCC were
alerted to start preparations for escalating the 24*7 sit in protest to higher
level by completely blocking the traffic at pre-diesignated spots on pre-
decdded roads i.e Chakka Jaam and then engineering riots by inciting
violence. As JCC s also represented in DPSG, hence: they were privy to all the
decisions taken by DPSG group members in pursuance and furtherance of
common conspiracy.

This fact is established by the chats postad In whatsapp group of JCC.

Date & | Person Chat/Post
Time

ﬁ
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Screenshot 9

05.01.2020 ¥t | 3% R WM 3K 3¥# friend Deveangana,
I & scelampur #F Central bank & Wy G R
Jit & @ | Netosho, I st ot  fruit market ¥ @AMy |
I & iRl # e B west wrowont W o S smat s
police ®Y§ action AT & ¥ | I police action & Ah & A
weel ¥ gt @ g A A gaadl Bae | police ¥ geet ¥ am
®r wH Fr siEl ® dwt ¥ T R g R& candle march,
protest human train/ chain ¥ w7 wfAaf # st W 15.01.2020
®I Nadeena Masjid <t old DTC bus stand metro pillar no.
164 seelampur &t @t el & ww uF # 8 T W & R
| police ¥ | police & gzt ¥ e ar=m ar MY @&t 7= &

7_*
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Screenshot 10

THaT g &t & T 35de &9 | AR Sed A 1 U o
I 57 ST T @ A § gAY area F ST
viFee W@ ¥ | a5 AIUEEAEAG A local ladies @ Tiferdt #
gH PR AT M U 3RE O # WS g @ wpar O |
s e T o s & arfae o S & I
I < s far
R ¥ o o o ey Il S sann o of g i i
& o o W i ¥ | TEE A 39 [F <
% | st ¥ cpom A o o 3 dwe ke
@ "YU od, Central bank, Seslampur & W&, CAA-NRC &
By @ W & Fr = ofdw A 37 aw @ o R an |
Fad ¥ g e ¥ FiE 1@ F I e wiREt i
100-125 HRA! & &y XXXXX Old Bus Stand (#&=r AfEer)
Seelempur, Dehi, T 7 & 7§ 7 9w FAF W Y
af= I T S5 &8 AT S8 F a8 38 | 3 SN

7*
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Screenshot 11
On dated 05.01.2020 in pursuance and furtherance of the

preplanned conspiracy an attempt to start a sit in protest

at Fruit Market, Seelampur, Delhi was made by

Il Pinjra Tod), Natasha Narwal (Pinjra Tod),

Devangana Kalita (Pinra Tod), Bl and others in the

protest against CAA/ NRC. This fact has also been revealed
2497
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Screenshot 12
by the witnesses. This protest lasted for few hours due to
the intervention of the local police. In pursuance and
furtherance of common conspiracy in the month of
December, to gather the protestors nukkad natak programs
and candle marches were done in the area Seslampur/
Jafarabad, Delhi
Date & Sender Message
| Tme | |
5/1/2020 Devangana Kalita
1530
Warrior Group
2498
| s
Screensheot 13

% On dated 06.01.2020 in pursuance and furtherance of
common conspiracy an attempt to start a sit in protest
at Gali Akhadde Wali, plot of [INEEEEEEG_—
Jafrabaad, Delhi was made by [l Devangna Kalita
and other members of Pinjra Tod group in the protest
against CAA/ NRC. This protest dispersed in few hours
due to the intervention of local police. Protest at Fruit
Market, Seelampur-Jafrabaad, Delhi on 5 January was
done and the same was removed by the local police
within 6 hours.

# A chat from Warrior whatsapp group (this group was
created by accused [} i)) was retrieved showing
their efforts to mobilize the women in Seelampur and

Jafrabad area.

8/1/2020 | Devangana Kalita | Sathlyo aap log arahe ho gull ka phone nahl lag raha
12.40

Warrior Group

"B/1/2020 ‘—_ Kitne baje tak pahuchana hai

13.18

Wiarrior Group
df1/2020 | Abhi programme suru ho gaya ha jaid se jald ajaye
13.23 L |
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Screenshot 14a

STl OX GXAT T Aigdr O, al a1 & A8 9% | 34 AzA & AT
¥ 4-5 agiar saiven, R 7 o Ellok 45 w5

1423

Screenshot 14b

I o~ 2 ot v 2 | o R

FaEe gar wer & Zegie 15/01/20 #Fr seelampur old Bus stop,
66 foota Road W &1 FFar T GRA A g der aw o | A ¥

Screenshot 15a

fast M o1 | Seelampur SHO 3 &% @&« &7 &= @, @l

U protest site W @ & Block #iff @ @€, S code word 3

ar 3R &% 9 Nainital STeT & W@ 7 Road Block & &, 3=
1425

Screenshot 15b

=ig T & Road Block ¥ 9ga @@ Rar Y e 3R stz smwor
s & S & Jiigles | A & | Candle march & @ger
3Ral & &R & f9r | Candle march & agret dleer @i,
STearg @ aifeEt A F S ST colony F ¥ O gu W
22/02/20 F jaffrabad Metro Station % 7= road Block ¥ Rar
S #r wa XXXX 9ar v, XXXX SHO seelampur @1 aarar
mmm,m#mwwpnmmgﬁvqugvnﬁ
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Screenshot 16

@ | wo R 3FR team ¥ S # agE wEwTn, aw A=
e ST KX e AfF wIm gad R sh & aft w22,
022020 ® U # seelam pur protest & 3el & @y . W&l
m#nﬂaﬁ-ﬁmmﬁycmmnnetﬁﬁ
WF%NRC ¥ worar A REwT @ args detention
center ¥ st Rar amwwm | tar FEX gU WA swTor aE
Jaffrabad Metro station & & road block % fam | g war w=
arm fF 9§ peaceful ar silent protest @l grm ¥RF aF OawEr
FH B W T XXXX TW march & FE 741 Pinjra tod 1 F
wsii [ oes: A cAA IR NRC & e
HESI5 WO &3 B & | JCC ¥ & 89 @« & motive & I¥
ur f& Rl # S wed avr 2% T @€ motive
ur | 24. 02. 2020 & wg F s =iy AW contact @i fawmr | O
et protest # a4t wm 3T ger & ot BT contact wE R
97 g @i & lock down &% g @it & Seelampur & protest
TART 9 &7 % el 9ot WX F ®Y protest # adf w=m |

———__*
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Screenshot 17a

chilly powder, 3% S%aor @<t @ HE W© £ | 56 o€ & Jegiat
W FAF F AN F WHER & W@as wgsram i s F A
A Muslims & R@Ae § @F o= ¥ F5 48 o 5@ 7%
T6 FI AT A6 AT ¥ Ryt Fr wER aft weed | A e
20-21/02/20 c’t.w wrem @ ft B "R & wARA
wgafy Sares @70 it 9RE I W A A ¥ 3 EAT Q@
AR &1 €4 HRa & 39 & a7 0% # 3P Hindu- Muslim &
nﬁnfa’tmﬁaﬁrmaﬁmﬂl-ﬂ:m-m
-mmwmweﬂu‘vﬁﬁa@ammmm
AR SR rEd aER gF Sl 3 CAANRC aww & faar
1555

I ————




® SCC Online Web Edition, © 2022 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd.
S‘ ‘ Page 20 Thursday, July 14, 2022
Printed For: Ms Citizens for Justice & Peace Teesta Setalvad,

m SCC Online Web Edition: http://www.scconline.com

e © 2022 EBC Publishing Pvt.Ltd., Lucknow.

Screemshot 17b

SR | $9EF wAY A AT F oanas 22/02/20 F ATEER
AT station ¥ AT TFET I HGEE | 22/23-02/20 K T B TH
JNU &1 @g@r ! ap1 T amar o1 d Wy w§ a8F v ¥
s avl = < I <= o 5w
@ wgr u1 B ¥ ¥ protest site 9T wrd RreT &M 23/02/20 #r
Rer & # s AT station ¥ wrw v = oF [

# % e wwer Dovengans, |
e I T T Y

Zafrabaad Metro Station & 19 gwgar § 3T 3=  @Fast
main road W S HT 74T § 3@ &\ ST protesters FHI=T
Afte®, seelampur ¥ 91w &% 4 ar fr ITEERE A station 9T
T & Fo A I FaR aet A fAw @ v A Fw
protesters IRTsar Af@e, Kardampuri & 3T & 32 4 aur
Iegi 66' road T A A RET U7 | 3 @R XXX war wer
Wazirabad-Ghaziabad highway, 66 foota road, Seelampur 9T
FE SME U GFHT ATH FT GHT AT T H@IETEr H UEA UF
T araT U CAA & f&eTE protest T &3 @Rl & jaam & wH
e W e e SEw Red # w7 sl W Reg gRtaw
& swzw ao I =% =Ra% 7 Pinjra tod & @bt =1
HHEE WIS & ded S & HIEI @ G« Hih dasg @
oFar dwwt Reg ARfEw & waen ol sEE W SR e
& apa Rech A e AR & & v 3R aga @ #r AR
oft ol F wge ST W W HY AN AgT @aT & @ 91 | AR

F——*
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“Screenshot 18

e A | 5 ¥ v e 22 vt o, [ ¢ &
¥ s s Devangans, (D
H rotesho, B % @ & siw Zafrabaad
Meto Station, vge = [ -ng.r, Zatraband,
Janta Colony &1 aiforRll & oA g &% =l fRal AR
ST W ST ﬂmrahm#;’rsmiunngm. ki
el fAS+T main road Fr M FT B3 | 3T e
F T SRt # 99 I @ T RAE dRT S HETATE S
T & AR Ty, wAEaw & wsw v | [ Jamia
islamia & wrdl, Pinjra tod & &l & FASEg @I & ded oS
F AR B Wl oNE doew REdr & uwwonA sere ey
ARaw & A W RF AE FTE @l F e R

ﬁ
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Screenshot 19

g | Az8 & protest & cNiel & faen &1 | fgaiemar, aiamm,
B ;< = s e e &
local ®EST &7 @TeY fotareler o fow 3amy o | & &lar @gdr o
Fr T HOH FEISA A @l IR 3ud uRer & @y
By dex & ore &ar smew | 15.1. 2020 St U Fr i,
aann_&ﬁtmazﬂra‘rﬁmmsom%m
[ &6 stand FEAT ARGE W R & Rar ar | AF w yfaw

*————

1956

Screenshot 20a

2322020 & srevare Ay weve ) AF @ H R
SFaren, aee R aga @ Ral A road block I w@m ur AR
1956

Screenshot 20b

& W W A 9fAE A B AR D I g IA genr H
aoivrane, mfurere, AT are road F& A & ¢ A AR
JETSAEr BT & A A | local @8 & itz & w@ @R W
TR BT | gEd ey AR & @ @ AT | 3 @A
e g ¥ & Al @UE FE & AT 9 | FEEar 7 0 By
AR & B 9T HT & ST FROAC | A agd GalEs

—_ ——
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Screenshot 21

» Chats from Warrior whatsapp group were retrieved
showing that they created a 24x7 protest site at

Seelampur.
Date & Sender Message
Time
| 15/1/2020 | Devangna Kalita | Ha vo baar baar location puch raha ta kaha karoge
| 10.55 24*7 dharma kon organise kar raha h, koi b human

first being human foundation jafrabad se h humne
vohi bola ki roj kehtara silent march hoga bs
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Screenshot 22

s P e P11 :
15/1/2020 | Dewvangana KKalita | Me [awyer ka intjann kame ki kosis kar rahi hu hamari
11.47 jo lawyer aye pichle do bar wo bimar hai aj wo bi
kuch logo se bat kar rahi hai

I
17/1/2020 . Group member
0S:57 s |

T
Jald s= jald sabjl orete protest ld jagah par pohche fors
badti ja rahi hai

2504

e
Screensheot 23a

» Chats from DPSG whatsapp group were retrieved
showing that they created a 24x7 protest site at
Seelampur.

Date & Sender Message |
Time |
15/1/20,
J1:34PM

. Welcome Natasha from Pinjra Tad to
~ the Delhi Protests Support Group |

T34 P
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Screenshot 23b

Tis/1/20,
2:16 PM H arwal)

8

The march starts eve from

8 Titanic Marriage Hall.t::gnb.d at X
6.30 pm. From Seelampur Metro, you
can lake an e-rick 10 Ex-Taj Hotel and
then ask directions 1o the starting
point. it would be a huge support for
the women if more people from other
areas also join them,

"

iAo s

15/1/20, Natasha, we are spreading the word. Trying to
2:30 P get people to come. Wil call you shortly.

2506

Screemshot 23c

15/1/20,
7:58 PM sha 1)

16/1/20, | ] SOS: The Police force Is steadily increasing In
2:48 AM (MNatasha Narwal) | Seelampur, Nothing has happened yet but there is
a chance of crackdown. Please be ready In case

people are neadad.
16/1/20, But everything Is control till now.
3:12 AM (Natasha Narwal)
16/1/20, *WOMEN OF SEELAMPUR JAFFRABAD HAVE

11:37 &AM (Natasha Narwal) | BEGAN THEIR INDEFINITE SIT-INt*
On the 15th of January the women began their an

all night sit-in! 3 raliies and a one day long dharna
2507
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Screenshot 23d

17/1/20,
05:22 PM

had also taken place through the past weeks
which has now led to the massive women's
gathering at Seelampur- Jaffrabad D road against
CAA-NPR-NRC. As the women's gathering
continues we *CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS™ to help in
the coordination and organizing of the Sit-In
Dharna. We also give *shout out to Artists and
Performers to join us at Seelampur™

Reach out to us at:
(names and numbers)

FLEASE JOIN US IN LARGE NUMBERS, The
location is Smin walking distance from Seelampur
metro station on the Jaffrabad Main Road.

Auraton ke naaro seh inquilab ayegal

Savitri-Fatima  tere sapno Ko manzil tak
pohchayenge!

*2pinjratod*

*SEELAMPUR KI AURATON KA INQUILAB JAR]
(Natasha Narwal) | HAI*

As the resistance against CAA-NPR-NRC galns
strength in Seelampur-Jaffrabad, thousand's of
women have been joining the protests and
continuous sit-in Dhama.

Tonight we have. Curnradw
ene I :

site.

Join us at Seelampur-Jaffrabad (it's a five minutes
walking distance from Seelampur metro station on
the red ride)

*Collective, Organise and Join the Resistance
against the Fascist Regime. *
*Inquilab Zindabad*

*#PINJRATOD™

2508

23/02/20,
10:57 PM

23/02/20,
10:58 PM

i rhulnmm have 1
various posts on this group, is that in
Jaffrabad it has been basically
s hlhnmdd. pite local:
to get on the S s not
h-l in agreement. Who are these |
? Are they locals or mobilised |
rrom outside. 1s this how influential
Plnlm'l'bcllainduam‘! that people,
without using their own agency
are following them in such large
numbers? Curious. 1057 PM

All locela on the road, Energy is high
and building up right now. Ll Rl

24/02(29,
00:10 AM

a.lul

i i

Y Kaun log hain jinbe n pancefdl.
. protest m chm M ka N‘ro

| S -
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Screenshot 25

I —8)]

| A F9er ¥ aen % YT Road Block #a & e &
o & @ ¥ | ¥ o0 e oA Taeas # sas oA
At & 77 W@ ¥ F A B g, 2 R aad @R & @
& I % BF S0 3R Road Block ®4Y | NRC 3fiT CAA
AW % AN AE @ Y POOKXX IR A Wit A | I
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Screenshot 26

F——*

Rwar 0 wa1 7@ 3u% go R oo, EORET ¥ awe ol e
9 W9 lal mirch powder, 38 3K acid botle dwx anad| I
¥o & §i code words #t use G ot | A B FW T ¥ v
Nanital IIT § | 38%T Adaa 9T o1 fF road block HGY To=T §
Jx srsr @i U § #www road block #r I ¥ ¥ code word
use P @ It 3w IiwEl it FERTE o @ o O € sER A
qar wen B 22.02.2020 #Y ua fix ¥ a§ EE 7 road block
ot & fRc Il # swmn Pinjaratod #r wsfrar I, I,
I decide faT @ HW gaT wAT A ¥ WA local A W
o A 2000000000000000K T | A 3 wur ¥ ww W

1434

Screenshot 27

Bl & Row @ & st [ o &
I . - 45 o= S [ T T o @
o I 5 S5 T 9§ Afde, HaAaq 7 9T qF
frar 3% A W W 3w Al I AR Ader A, 66
wer s, WA AR 22 oadl # SoEE Ay ®IE F AT
g At s e = [ I - . o
@ & A% N 5= sites & STET supervise o A &
AR Riswr as #r wsfrar 3=¢ & R =@ O Jama Masiid, e

—*
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Screenshot 28

ger gk XxXXX =er i [l 7o &EEEn 3R Pinjara
Tod & 3T HIEY 26 FAa0 F FHA-HH FT AR T T, FA
anl g 22, weh dad, ofiE @ dad, R fr Az, AW 7Y
R, s s w= & R ww @ 0o [
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Screenshot 29

Befe ==t & | #A¥ g | 5 0 Par # R dew dopa T
ﬁmnamﬁaﬂchillimrﬁﬂzﬁfﬁw-
Ell= XXXX whatsapp e FRER Gadr & 1 XXXX 9 ®|

Wi, @ A SR | o/ XXXXX ®@i et | 7@ ger 3w 24

Screenshot 30

AqE @ €t @en, ®T A TA@N AFG BT AT T AG | S«
3% I @ I & OO0X a@ wF R aw Ml ¥ warr o
o I N st o aeh & & e e, deage
ﬁtﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂm#mwmmﬁngﬁy
e & FGER @9 F acid, Hiw A G bottles, TeUT, I3,
chilly powder, 3% s¥zer w7 # g W § | 30 a¥F ¥ o

————*

Screenshot 31

e, waren, I . . B =>F =i ¢ |
B~ =5 T & @1 a1 % g North-East Reeir & wWiwe
WEH W T AH B | I g9 A Fo A8 g |
North-East Delhi @ w3 Wie¥e #HeH & wW1 f8ar Hex a0l &
A 2 | I XOOOKXXX A R Rrar &t oy wew ¥ gt
FHEUHE SOEER 2aa & e | @t i gw A 7wt
¥ | 3 gERT Ay a8 24 Y e 5w AT & S8 e oo
| & wgx #AfEw waea & & o fr [ Geer R dite
AgEH @ W Ao A6 oA A F ar Iy |

& % 3} g & T doTE TEgoT e & faw Y At & arer
rr ar | A s ol awr & gf o swa [ o B o
& @fer R ¢ it S&agh wdc dw wr W It

T ————
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Screenshot 32

s
00:18 AM

What are you doing wRh us.
My mother, my sister, aunts, cousins and niece go
every day at Seelampur protest site.

You can't put our lives in danger.
Please speak to locals.

23/02/20,
00:20 AM

|
— ————
2531

Screenshot 33a

7 oy ] " . .
Il 5772 & planned conspiracy & TEd HEIT & | $EF faU
T WIRIT sites create @ =M, g sEeE fr WA, & F v
FOOR $9aaT FET 1T HR 22 wEd f T # Fhen 7
oA were ade ¥ R A & astaa R s .
@ Ry dRah #r Mz Fr SHEEER FREE A VI W

1519
D —859]

Screenshot 33b

@ TEgw W o g AT gt W AT T Sl @ weh e S arer
| @1 T block 8 T
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Screemshot 34

Y &rz fr T uRTE AT F orepresentatives J FTORTEE AT
we ow @ e B ik et Re sweagd gt e
FrET M3 o 66 T VB s R, W e ¥ Al anT AR
HieEr "gT & @il & main sl gga S e Ran, wefear
Afese aorgdr gfemr wR¥e wide aret @ el @ & 1 km
FIGY T Point S X 2, 30 a91F ¥ VoA ¥ S aitag
&% AR Ghaziabad &= & main §5a STH & AT | FHE IATar
wfar #fEag Khureji 9Tz @ge & @PT 3 main U2 5 T
Rar A we olr o aA & A FREH majority oRar A
e, fATH population ™ Rar & I a0 @ W IR
community & T FZH W HW AT | TH THAE §F @@ o
gAIfSEa Ay & Ted @56 W W A LT TN 36 W T IO
STE STEf 9T Pro CAA Protesters 38 91, 357 ¥ 97 qaRE o4&
U fZ 5@ & % & &% 3R g7 ol B 3% afeer swaw
W AR G AFE B AT | B A A AR AeAR AT A
& o1 iR s=€ aan o1 & 89 VT & 1 FE W & i &
g & | agf o AT ST F HROT 1992, 2006 T 2019 F s &
BT ¥ |

—_ﬂ
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Screenshot 35

FERR G F O 95T 0 FE aann, e s g ox
SRS A2 VAT #T GUF protest site 9T o IR | TR F @Y
Sarer 3R e A OOCCOOOOOMXXXX  Famm, At g
Il 7 e Ag Ree protest site 9T SgEet XOOOKXX
o Aftemlt & Fo e CAANRC & Bams witarsh #0§ sfic
mmmglaﬁmﬁpqmﬂﬁmﬁw
CAANRC & WWde # a9 ¥ protest & U v 7% | & F&
F= 10-12 AP & Ty ladies ¥ IF or | §HY =T 7.00 7
o A A AT A A R 9 Amr W A, A
Al = 7F W ladies # TR, dad AR A g F
A e wr (3 o
OGO IOOOBOIOCOIOOOCOIOCOOKN
HOC IO ORI IO OCOCR SICOOOKK
X000 IOGOOCCOOOCOOOOOO OO
XOIOOOXNXXXXXXX i Ty ladies FiSTUATRGT ) ®uw
o7 g @TF @& CAA/NRC @#de prolestors 97 &% T ¥ |

—
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Screenshot 36

23/02/20,
01:40 PM

1 agree with you, Sir.

We tried our best, but recelved only slander and false
accusations.

We are in great trouble as BIP's Kapil Mishra has
announced counter rally in front of our Jafrabad area
In Seela .

01:49 PM

|

Screenshot 37

Is fine as of now. Moujpur pro caa people

started pathrav. Just had a conversation with locals.

1 live here, situation is under control but not normal.
Please dont make us commodity for your activist

23/02/20,

Screenshot 38
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Screemshot 39a

24/02/20,
00:54 AM

24/02/20,
01:30 AM
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12. Execution of common conspiracy.

In pursuance and furtherance of common conspiracy, in the night of
12™ Feb'20, key executors of the conspiracy, under the garb of women led
protests at 24*7 sit in protest site near Madina Masjid Seelampur, moved
and occupied 66 foota road at Jafrabad Metro Station completely biocking
the traffic i.e. Chakka Jaam. Subseguently in pursuance and furtherance of
common conspiracy, on 23™ Feb 2020, the conspirators from other protest
sites In North East and other parts of Delhi moved from the protest sites to
pre decided points on the important roads and blocked or attempted to
block the traffic completely ie. Chakka Jaams. These blockade points were
so chosen that a co-ordinated simultaneous blockade of traffic would lead
to a complete paralysis of traffic in a large part of city. The intent was not
to create traffic chaos but to ensure communal skirmish as Is evident from
movement from predominantly minority clusters where 24*7 sit-in dhama
were being held to areas of mixed population for causing the Chakka Jam.
In pursuance & furtherance of common conspiracy the Chakka Jaam were
to be folowed up by the engineered rots Involving attack on Police
personnels and attack on non-muslim population and damage and
destruction of Govt property and public property by arson, vandalizing and
other means. Thus in pursuance and furtherance of common consplracy
the protestors from other protest sites of North-East Delhi in the
intervening night of 22/23" Feb 2020 visited the site of Chakka Jaam at
Jafrabad Metro Station so as to learn the modus operandi of Chakka Jaam
from a live Chakka Jaam spot and to assess the response and response
mechanism of police. From 23" Feb 2020 the conspirators from wvarious
protest sites, in a coordinated manner moved from these protest sites and
completely blocked the traffic at pre-designated spots on main roads. The
event unfolded as under:

1. Protestors from the Chand Bagh Mazar protest site, moved and
occupied the main road near Mazar and enacted Chakka Jaam on
Wazirabad-Ghaziabad road.
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2. Protestors from protest slte at Farukhiya Masjid-Brijpuri pulliya,
moved and enacted Chakka Jaam at Brijpuri T-Point on Wazirabad-
Ghaziabad Road.

3. Protestors from protest site near Ashrafi masjid Kardampuri Pulliya
moved and blocked the traffic at T Point of 66 foota road.

4. Protestors from Khureji protest site near Badi Masjid Khurej mowved
and biocked the main Patpargani road and similarly and
simultaneously protestors from all other protest sites in North East
Delhi and Shahdara acted like wise and completely blocked the traffic
on 66 foota road, Wazrabad-Ghaziabad road and other important
roads of North East Delhi, Shahdara & East Delhi.

5. Protestors from protest site at lameela Masjid Ahle Hadees, Hauz
Rani, Mahiya Nagar mowved and blocked the Press Enclave Road
Saket.

As elaborated In the following paragraph, the consgpiralors, in pursuance
and furtherance of common conspiracy post Chakka Jaam, executed
artacks on police personnels and non-muslims and caused extensive
damage to Gowt, property and private property by arson, vandalizing
and other means in these so engineered Riots. Fire-arms, petrol bombs,
acld attacks, sharp-edged weapons, Iren rods, sticks, stone-pelting
through pre-fabricated very large sized sling shots and by other means
were used for attacking and kiling police personnel, Govt. employees
and public personnel. Petrol pump was set ablaze in an attemmpt to
cause 3 very large scale explosion and which could have resulted in
deaths on a very large scale and to create terror. Access to essential
services such as hospitals, medical stores, DMRC and other public
transport, school, colleges, universities were paralyzed. Board
examinations were postponed. General public was deprived of essential
supplies.
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Two very important events where Finjra Tod had assumed direct
responsibility in the execution of the camege are as under:

2. The secret meeting at Chand Bagh in the intervening night of 16/17
Feb’20, which lster became the genesis of several heinous and brutal
murders including the murder of _ _and hiz)
staffer [ h=< three core members of Pinjra Tod amongst
the select partidpants.

It was Natasha Nanwal, Devangara Kalita and [l Pinire Tod
who had received mately 300 women rs who had
come along with nthedmdtnsufﬂand-
lin the afternoon hours of 23 Feb2020. It was this group of
women from Jahangir Purl who had precipitated the first organiaed
violence of the riots.

=

It is also corroborated by the statement of witnesses’ ufs 164 Cr.P.C. of
protected witness.
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22/02/20,| N | No viclence

11:16 PM| Devangana (PjT) | Police in riot gear increasing.

22/02/20,| M | Women are sitting peacefully

11:17 PM|  Natasha Narwal
(PiT)
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Pinjra Tod said:

“Kafan bandh ke aaye hain”

| These sort of slogans ? What's the
dlflarmoehmymmd fascist?
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