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In 2006, Shobha was sexually assaulted by a member of a dominant caste. Although
she immediately went to the Chopan police station to file her complaint, the case wasn'’t
registered. It took two years for the police to lodge an FIR. In the course of attempting to
get the complaint registered, Shobha traveled to Allahabad, and even Delhi. Finally, a
lawyer, Mr. Vinod Pathak, met her and connected her to Roma, general secretary of the
All India Union for Forest Working People (AIUFWP).

Joining the union in 2010 was the beginning of an emancipatory journey for Shobha,
who started meeting with, and organising landless women. They took up various issues
such as ration cards, police brutality etc. Meeting regularly, they were able to identify
150 bighas of farmland, and 500 bighas of land overall, by looking through land maps
and court records. They called this the Durga tola, based on popular deity Durga mata,
who is seen as a symbol of strength by various communities.

Facing retaliation for her activism

Shobha’s successes in organising the women in Badi tola threatened the vested
interests that have had designs on the land for a long time. She faced a fatal attack in
2015: her house was reportedly set on fire.

Shobha narrates the ordeal, “The villagers gathered outside my house and started
abusing me. While the women were right outside my house, the men hid themselves
behind the small hillocks located near my house. They were throwing stones from there.
The men must have been more than a hundred in number, and all of them were drunk. |
locked myself inside with other women. My children and | hid under the bedding as they
were attacking us from all sides. Still hiding under the bedding, | called police. The
attack continued even in the presence of the police. Once the attack stopped, someone
heard the Section Officer from Obra talking on phone that nobody had been hurt in the
attack. However, the reality was that many women were hurt. There was an attempt to
set my house on fire. Around six policemen were present during this incident. We were
then taken to Churu Kand hospital, and were examined there. Afterwards, the police
took us to Mirzapur jail, more than a hundred kilometres away, by pretending to take us
home. When we asked the police to stop, they threatened to slap us.” Shobha says they
were not told where they were being taken.

Shobha alleges that this incident was an attempt by the police and forest department to
break the unity between the Dalits and Adivasis in the village, as many of those who
attacked her house were Adivasis.
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A fact-finding report compiled by the Delhi Solidarity Group (DSG) in July 2015 on the
issue included following observation, “Though the issue is being portrayed as the clash
between two communities, the origins of this conflict lie in the fact that the state
government and the forest department want the real claimants/stakeholders of the land
and forests (Adivasis and Dalits) to stay deprived of it.”

Despite the attack on her and several others, Shobha, her husband Ram Gharib and 18
other women were arrested on the basis of the FIR registered by the villagers. “They got
witnesses to say that we hurt ourselves”, Shobha recalls. Her daughter lodged a
reverse FIR against Yashoda, an ex-Block Development Committee member, and 14
other women. The police arrested Yashoda, who was reportedly one of the key people
responsible for orchestrating the attack on Shobha’s house, and the other 13 women
involved. However, the main culprits behind this—Kalwant Agarwal, the leader of the
local mafia, and Dr. Mishra, a member of the ultra right-wing group Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP)-remained free. The villagers believe that Dr. Mishra was very
interested in the land as he wanted to open a clinic there.

Recounting her days in the overcrowded Mirzapur prison, Shobha said, “They took our
phones. They took our money [whatever little we were carrying]”. She added, “We had
to sleep next to the bathroom in the cold, the blankets were torn. Our plates were made
from cow dung.” After two days, Shobha and other inmates mounted a protest. “We
demanded better sleeping space, blankets, better food,” she recalls. Shobha and other
women fasted for two days.

The women were released on February 20, 2015, after the AIUFWP staged a protest at
the District Magistrate’s office in Sonbhadra, around 80 kilometres from the jail.

The impact of reprisals against Shobha does not stop with her

When Shobha was incarcerated in 2015, her older daughter was the one who drafted
the letter for her release, and led several movements for her release. However, when
she came to the forefront of the struggle, those planning vicious attacks against her
said, “She’s a bigger neta than her mother.”

When her home was attacked in 2015, Shobha’s elder daughter was in the
10" standard, with her other daughter in the 9Mstandard. Her son was in the
7" standard. Because of the constant repression that followed her afterwards, none of
them returned to school. Shobha laments that they have been deprived of education out
of fear. Many other families are also in a similar situation.

After was forced, against her will, to stop going to school, Shobha’s daughter started
going to work, picking up bottles etc. from a nearby construction site. However, she
would constantly hear sexually coloured remarks and feared that she would be sexually
assaulted.

“My daughter has stopped going out. Whenever they step out of the house, | am
constantly afraid if my daughters will reach home safely,” says Shobha. Her daughter
says, “l don’t have the mental strength to step out of the house now. | will not study
further. | will stay at home.”
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However, the physical and emotional attacks on Shobha haven’t stopped there. Every
now and then, she gets threats to leave the area and go somewhere else.

Recounting a more recent incident of her son being tortured, she says, “They took him
and stood on his legs. As police officials filmed him, they asked him to say on recording
that Shobha had employed her daughters as sex workers (“dhandha karti hai).
Afterwards he was beaten viciously.” He could escape captivity because of his presence
of mind. But the episode scarred him, both physically and mentally. He emerged from
the incident badly injured, and it took months for him to heal.

Shobha’s family lives in a permanent state of fear of threat and attacks. Shobha said
her son, who started a small stall in the Badi area, was attacked again and threatened
not to work there. He was forced to stop going to the stall.

Badi, forgotten, but for its resources

Apart from the struggles over land itself, the other women in the Badi area live in
precarious situations. No government schemes reach here, and funds allocated are
devoured by corruption and misappropriation, apparently by the same forces. For
instance, many women have accused Yashoda of embezzling funds that would reach
the Gram Sabha for pension schemes for widows and the elderly. Women reported a
strange scenario in which Yashoda would allegedly ask married women to act as
widows and would demand a considerable sum of money from their government
pension once they received the money. “I don’t get widow pension even though | am
eligible,” 60-year-old Paro Devi told a CJP team when they visited the Badi area. Paro
Devi faces harassment from her brother, who has expelled her from her own land.” He
didn’t even allow me to scatter my husband’s ashes in the nearby naala.” ( Courtesy
Citizen for Justice and Peace, Mumbai)

T ERAT N T
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dft I8 3Mele 781 8 QT 1| ST die < &l AIfeR a= U™l # @l o offdhd 9y

12



2005 ¥ 9 BRI DI YwHIAT AN FExIgd $ a9 UMl H gg 3R 5AD a8 H ANl
P ATHR HAT YE U AR WA H g9 T B IS W ggar e AT
RIA—Ta=T 89 AT 99 did R o 9dd o IA9T &1 89N HUR JhaAT &I 4R Bl
oA | 89 I ¥ AT AT 89 AN I Jad BRI & oy Al fhal Aler oiT Usel =oredsh 9ev1sd
Ugd 3R TG I8 H AR URINEE BT & H AT AR =1ferd 39 & Sid & a8 g9l o
T ReT far | otfh 39 918§ RIAR a9a9RT S 81 aredl fb dRl & aR H Bl
99 T & IR | 9AQ A1 RE | BAR 987189 SFUS W Sl 981 & UYUTad SHe & Al
g S AN BT 9gd @ e A 9 & F A oft € I ool a1 qardd | g9d 9R H F 9
g f5 g7 faamh aeft ik S Tl A RT YHIMT | TR RIS Fef 37 I8 I Th BIeT
SIS H 301 TR © 3R SIFeRl & W8N 8 3UAT Siiad IT99 R & offbd a9 faumT 3
s9P! fIeqmd TAE B4 & oy A9 a1 foram| @ik g a7 S19 97T SIMaR 82 R
STl B TR% Tl AT o7 Al D! UHS T ofcdl § 98 fhaT| g7dl IR AeH dd oid |
RGN AT gER Al 9FUT IORE W H deld B drel o, A A Uge arel o
3 gAD dRE ©c Usel 8 99 [T 7 U gl fewo aR & fb A AN AeE Ulb b BR
S H 99 8U © IR UH 9l BReb I8l Ol BAR IUM o IADI (oG I B W b
fear | 3 98d F1 VfaRiie o= fBar 11 A1 Us a9 U Od UM 81 URIT 3R AR Sl
IR TAR 99 U™ & S 99 Ui BT IoRd T B H a9 PN 7 980 991 3rgT ol &I 2|
T QAT TR ST SRS T 99T 83T fa¥IT, <21 9 ST A1 ael M dfdd S9ab ST
ATl A IR BRI e @+ arell 99 faviT 9Rd & {1 dfdems &1 781 JHar &,
PIs BFA Ael AT & FAMIR ARGR Tl &, Jfofd FaRel Iardl 2, §9d ARl 34
e AT < B fax A W SRISIpAT & =18 al qagerdla & A WR 98 ARsiae & M
TR ZAG UGS 3R TW@T WY A1 JAf|RT WeT ok AT | R < W H SIgl—9igl Taderdrg
TeT BT & A QW BT A1 P Sd ol B X8 & olfdb b |l g 9T &1 HHar] g8i 78l
TR G & AARIAdIE Y BT BROT & 99 T & et a8 d@ T8 <@ o @1 2| H
T8l & SR HOR & AR &1 A 9ol AR IR IGAT 980 O]l © [ I & SSldl &
9% ¥ F AP US N & B U SaT UNT 9al 1 & b o_kcl & 9iq & A aR A
ST AHAT | MY DI H BIST § I&TER0T § AT AR U8l MRaelel AR H H8T 1T fh &9
UiE BRIS US RAT dfdh] ol F18l, AR ¥R$R Mg A1 I2i- HEl &4 B8 IS US g
39 IR IBiF $El fb 81 TURE BRIs Us U | dIF I § 9189 BRI Us ol 3R 319
SHE # g Y fd T R te ff U Hige T8 21 a9 T gRT 9R US STl R
T T SR q8l S 3R o o uigd o U a1 & A | @ § Al g @ aq
<ifirar aRaRt 9 T 7, 98 U foier € «ife @8 us e 78 g1 o v 59 2w B
SIS @I TS PR 13 UL R of 3T 3R 9 < & AT SR N a1 TSl R 1274 W
o 3, U fauTT &1 5 <91 H Re Bl &b el 8 | 5 AR AISHT SN DI BT PReb It
JIRINT §91IT AT & ST A8 a9 fI9RT B BSRAT SIMT 98 Sy © |
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T 13 qU1 & I IIABR A<l & g9dl | Hae H Ul qarr @5 b 1857 & fA=is
A Ud 9059 D G ST ISR & BRI | ST ST STl dl SYANT SIHdRI dl A=
& fog T AT AT dADHS! 3R STS! AT BT THSST B BT B Bral Al fhg I Il
HERTSIT ST & SUANT RGR B & o0 B | A FIRA STl &1 SYART 3791
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e aN d Fe1 SIar o7 57 9Rg A R)E Gl 9l 99 U$l, 99 91 9 ST’ | Y wasn
TJU™ § e s 3fam duAl <9 | fAgie &I <99 H HHAE 8 g R W SfeAT Bunl B
S YGE TSl AW ARN Bl f3fee TRAR 9 %€ SfSAT Bul & MHINAT B argd ol
foram ok HERMT fAFRAT 7 9RT & Udes BI U 81 § o forar| fhR 980 IR Y 3w
AHER ART H 3| §7 JABERI H PR & 99 JdP ABER 3P A H | I8l 9Rd &
ST B B ¥ <@l AR 9 92 ugfde Fual & I8 &1 79 IR | Hd—Hd dd—ad
USl BT @R AP A9 H T olold I §g 3R I_i IR ISl F STl bl STa=e
SFT B BT (HAT| WRIAR WR I STl Bl Slea 3SI ARBR 7 AU Heol H foram ot
ST ARPR & Raemp fdgie ¥ enffier 9| HaRiF-AT BT R ST I8j18d & YbAR ISl
TEARI TR SRS s (48 & e oT| 2 S 1858 Bl S I Ted Y W@ dI WEIG
B T Al UG A A9 e e 9D fhel Bl A BRI 3R /T ST BFaR & AR
AT YRl RArdd &1 eny d < Q1| dyReen Rardd &1 o ReR & foly 9gd 79
o | I/ HAIREAT S H T &fd AT Tb RMAR IR & 97 SRAAT a199 Skl 7Y
STl BT ST ISl ERT {8, BT < Q| S & #eg 3 affed Y7 A 98d AR doIR_T 3R
oT% ARTl & I 99 2| 1885 H (UG o I [AWNT BT RITUAT $AlIY Bl ATMd STl Bl e
DI U BT ST USRI Sl D |

OB 91§ IBIH ST H ST HARI B AARN BT | YR ST BT ATt § gic faar
3R q8Igd SMUS H IR Vo q91% 8 | OrEH AgR, afdan, =ReT iR A o | 399 91
ST 1 YR T H A ARl BT TR fBar| Xa arsAl § v arel Wl g & 8 o |
9 A IR < H XA Al BT TR H 98 T R A $ UST B HH IRD X e b
A ST S BT B P BIAT| ARA H ORIs @ GG & US| Bl BICH ¥l g & ARIH
A ISRl 6 o ST AT SRl RS U B SIE W ARG IRD S ddad db o T |
S T 9t X TS BT Tah RRT ST # Al gENT RN 998 @ fRAR W 2| darfar a1
BIST ¥ SIrST AT 3R 9 Vol g BT A9 AlaA el Yefd olfsq /gl T AT | g4I 78
TRYQR ¥ HERISTIS H AME TR BR&T B, FoRMYR STel H JeRIYR & STd Bl, TRIHYR
AR H IR Hel iR dqd didl Bl UlelMid § SHdR & ST &l SR AAard [oTel 4
BIGAGH DI Nl ATg A SISl T AT | Xl AW & IR BT S 9aR! g & fofg =1&1 o
UG SAD! DHac! ABISAl & Golls & (oY AT TAT AT | “HISMEM ' Teq g9 a1 BT YA &
fF a8 UM R IS BT HIcHR ST M FART ITAT o |
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Tersa Ol § daxfrar gre @ 9l SiTat Tora Rafs # gy B g9l &) oy 1 o |
I a1 <9 H 311l IR YR o Reafr off | U & 918 Ue ds giiel usd I 3R Mg &
T YR B S o | AT B SUS A 1861 H U T B 9911 o g SHE &
Aifeldl | NI @& d&cl G o o1 &1 UIae™ T | Holdwd Sl dRT Y=l S| &I
T TG # T8 T UY DI SHE B IR | e ded H o forar wenawy 98
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AR Aol bl ARMRAT Aoy (WHTS) 9] <9 & 918”91 §He) IR I gArE]
A1, fOholl, AIRTT & aNfe & AFT R A9 (&7 S8l R S99 Ad 3R T+ & Tl B |
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3ITST BT HRMAT G T Si1d GART BT gd 9 1861 H 3T BRI, 1894 H TERIgd BRI
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A H T UHNT S AT VOl 2 U SER bdd U ol ol IHBT A AT ARIYR | 916 H 1941
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Th N orgd & fdbr & oy 31242 gacaR Y R a9 fAWT o Yad oI gwiidRGg b |
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WIUAT & 918 et JHIRAT 7 wariyR, fafesan, Sfear, gfdan, SHitmm, aogR, $aR g9,
9 ASIGR] Bl FAM™T AT AR §=8 “IU™ FHEl 7|

8 JAUA 1910 BT $ TTUMl H H BHRYL, IRIQIT, AN 3R fILFYR BT g faaqmT &
yegud H RMEiaRd R e | 1 & 9 U @ a9aRiEl W SR & Sirel |
A D USI B G AFT H Hed BRIg | S H USI I HIeAl, S MDA, IAdh dIc
AT 3R I8 ACTIIS] HUWR Al BRAT I8 BMH dgd Hiod AT| §H B bl FUlfad HR &
fy amEr & AU U ddel AU WU MY QAR S AGGR IN 99, ST @S 9] b Id
TR o TAT| 99 1914—15 H HARMAT & STel B B G& BT AHAT BT a9l | o
&3l § US 3 ders gs ol S aE # R 9 U BT I Wiefde w9 ¥ §8 8 | I8
ggd R&Iar &1 fawg o1 1922 # IS 7 qAT (RAAR) SR <IRRT UGl | USI &I W+ &l
URRIET UTal T | daTu™T MR AW 1925—26 H el ARIYGR ¥ # o9 i deR
AR TIARAT Ughd & geRIveT &1 BRI Yo (ha1| I8 fiF Aex 9— HggaTR, AR M9 3R
ORIR | 39 UG 9 Ul I oY S BT YA 98d 9%hel X8| $9& a8 R HaRi-ar |
SRTE —SITe Il Ugfd 1 US oY 1 3R I8 HH 1984 dd IRl Y&l | 91 H oI US| Pl
Y S T M WA 81 AT Al a9 fI9RT 39 qaamidl &1 geM 3R 9 &1 &M o
fpar a1 dael aul | 99 Yf # I8 @ AR A ST BIgHR O I $ABR IR {337 iR 3o+
Mg H IE X2 Y| Z9 A &5 H SHad SR FHAMT B IuARIdl g1 BfoArs | skl off
SHIfTY IdicaT AoiqRl &1 e, IRM AMS U B & oy 1890 & oM U fafsan
TR B RAYAT B | TER189 H HRAAT °IE db F9 TIF ScRGE! 9917 MY 3R I
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CICHIH § d18” el BT IRAT SMEI0T B TR o1 | 39 A1 9 AT GIGIRI DI RITIA] T
A ST P TRE B | YR W B gHN el s fbg d1g H ARG A UK BRA D
S ¥ Fd ARt gfa sierar e s gifesT & d8d ANl &l g9 UHM WX ATE a1
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HIeR WS M H, AT G, il PR H TAT A AN Bl Fal § WRYR IR forar 13 |
ST9 Y, <81, o, ST JMfE 2005 9F 9GSl W | W AN FABGR B T T SUled Bl
R &R O S A1 A1 bl IR & RIPR & Jobad H HET QA1 SIr o A1 iR I9a
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afeat W gRierd 81 o | odd 3R Iciled &I WIHTST off | I§ BH qd SAR &b vl o Iy
2005 ¥ 98 a9 JIAPR AT &I YW 8 | SH FHI qb ANl S UG dIic STl &l Al
ABR TE AT R 9 T UGHl BR A BI| A Ple, URAR ISR B Thel, Tha,
ANTETS! I§ |G AR & oY U [T o | a9 UHardl Fagad b1 ue 8, cifd 39!
AP Fra gAY uF @ Md W ARl e wadl o | s o Wi driddl S
Bl & <@ H U g9l Ao dal| bs Jbad gU| S @Gl &I 3 oy
AT & AT 40 T B oI AT Brel uST | APl AN 317G | ol gbad d HY gU
g1 M TR W AN F a9 PR Il BT TS fhar off 3R IE ®R TR 3RIa
YR a9 ST SMOd] YT &1 9RYR TSI YTl §af |

TP ofd WUY & I8 IANMEPR BIF— 2006 31 & d1G ATHF YR o JF-amial & go
S| T ® IS & 70 AT d1€ W dfal il iR Wifsdl & WX a9 U™l &I 99 farT 9
S WY 99 © fadm, 99 9, Jova U H gRafdd 89 O 8 9| 99 AR reifadd
DI TIART PR T | &G 20 FGIR 2018 BT ITUM WaAFIYR H G &1 AN a1 &
AN BT BRIBH oI | FSTerEdRl d1er sfiaradd iR gferd afeflerd Sf kg Yrar =1 a9 qHl
BT FAUT B ORI AT | Th SR TR 99 TTHI BT IO TTH BRI DT TART HR 8T AT TA
TR% Hies SIINGCI YAl YWY UTS IR 99 fawrT # dfea omefiy fant Sl a9 gd 9aiavoT
A H a9 UM BT HAREAT @ BR OF7 H T BT RW@IaR @8 IRAR & 99 F3erd
TATRYT AT H a9 AT BT Mo I H gRacT 89 | Idb HT IRGl R I8 I | 98 319+
SR H Fhe W 8 Y 3R b FHI W GG HA Sl BT HRIGH FRET B 77 AR Ul H |
AE TP a9 BT oI BT Sofl el IrT| 99 IR 3 U ®f Ioid I H aRddd db
fear | 9@ fear T {6 g Ta HORFAT & BR GF H g9 8¢ © IR 9l BT AFG &
q HAdER Y& AWa T8l B o S Oidl 9 de’d B} feur 9 8 Sfud '
HARaReY ToTed fIHRT Bl a9uT™l & oRd 919 # gRafdd 7 by 99 & SRGRI BRA 6T
TifefhdaT IR BRAT UST | ARl & GE- Gad Biod A9RT I8 & S Ife oo A
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Jegd T ST 1 HEl WG| 9 IR a9U™ & ARE IR 3R A% Ifedrdl 98
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9 IR 9 THEIaR SMaTdl | WX 39 &3 &l dR o H |ffera fiamn| a9 favrr =
Il BT RO 3R & &F Bl T 9T BT el © fbg aafard fB 9 TRe 9 e
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uRaR fEg 158 URAR FReM 3R a1 uRaR R &d 2| I8 & 91 uRaR fice o & 94
fRT & SIHTRAT §RT Adbs! 81 Yd IAHISAT HOIGR IThR Q¥ & A= AWl | d1Q Y
o, 40 A UGl BT B TSR (T SHIE T € | T8l RISl 8 HOY dlefl 3R wosfl Orell & 3R
TR A ¥ 3R 3R 40 ¥ AMS SACTAT & ART AT B 2 | 98d 0 AN DI A 79T
Uqge g W gre el Ye1| @l U AT Ed © | I8 Wi f8g gRem Udar &1 e g 48
gul ¥ el 3 & G Yol Bl @4l 3 BdIgRed “Hed G’ &R & df dieiy Rl H
el | &1fde g Wi od §1 <9 # g N 8, JAfed I8 H B Aeed < A faare
& B3| TMa =R IRB STl A foRT AT &, 39 drase Al 3 b Absl gui B siasd
H ggl & Bl O Frardl &1 fhd) arg a7 dgu 9 81 ART IR A1 & fhdl gl 9 f&f & =W
B DI JHAH BT |

fafsar % ol 991 v\ & Q1 a9 fSUT 9| S8 W 37 99 HfSAT AR §RT ADbS! HICIHR
Shcol fhdl STl o7 | SHS 918 YR BRAT BT HH P& 83T AR Vld g & UR H By
JeR R Y T | O9 HIfSAT g1 § YR AR &1 BRI Fofal o7 a1 T 200 b
fafsar grer Meverd 2| 1961 W ARG g1 SR11 991 & oy 99 9T 9 fafear # g weer
UR BT YT & o =g {9 @1 8.01 gdcar afA <11 1952 H 200 gacark ¥ fafdar o
SR USY BT USAT e @Il T-AT| 59 7T WS § 400 dHR TRAT & Ul &l JavAT Bl
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2| O9 Q¥ H STHAR IHRT 1 RAMUAT g A F9 Ul QfSdr a9iR H S1d @1 @il
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