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kiﬁed Weapons

Contact wounds show tearing of tissue in a
cruciate or stellate manner if underlving fissues
~are firm e.g. over skull or stemum. Bruising of the-
“surrounding skin by the impact of the muzzle is
frequent, also localized peripheral burning and
flame effects. As with a shot-gun, the latter may be
absent or slight if the gun is pressed very firmly
"'f'a'gaist the skin. In these cases the tearing may be
severe, as the gas raise a large dome under the
~ skin which then ruptures, especially if bone of
firm tissues provide deep resistance to the gases.
Carbon monoxide is found in the tissues and there

Is frequently an exit wound unless bone is struck




within the body. The contact wound is almost

always larger than the bullet except over soft
areas such as the abdomen.

- less likelihood of the fipping of the margins unless
the muzzle is very nearly in contact with the skin
Supported by bone. Extensive blackening and
powder taftoing are present if black powder
propelient is used. Alternatively fragments of nitro-
compounds may be found on the skin from
modem propellents. An abrasion collar and grease
ring are present, as are flame effects with singeing
© of the hair, burning of the skin and carbon
monexide in the tissues. Er '

At close range, up to one to two feet (30-
60 cms) there are decreasing heat effects, smoke
soiling and powder tattoing. Singeing of hairs is
uniikely. The wound is small and no gas effects
are seen.

- At intermediate range from two feet ( 60 cms)
up to the effective range of the weapon, the
entrance wound is small ‘with regular margins,
grease ring and abrasion colar There are no
macroscopic or chemically detectable residues on
the skin and no buming or singeieg.

Near- contact wounds are small. There js

g e @ DA d D
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At extreme range, entrance wounds
may be irregular due to tumbling of the buljef
and may be indistinguishable from typical
exit wounds. The kinetic energy of the bullet
may have fallen so much by this time that
there is no exit wound and the bullet may be

- found within the body.

Shotgun Wonds.

a- Range may be divided Into contact,
- b-Near- contact.
¢- Moderate range and
d- Distant range,
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